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OFFICE DF THE PRiME MiNIBTER
CanBRRRAA

20 FEB 2007

Dr Bryan Qaenaler and co-signatories
Hervard-Emithsonian Centre for Astrophysice
60 Garden Street MS-6

MA 02138
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Dear Dr Gavnsler and ov-signatorice

Thank you for your letter of 11 December 2001 to the Prime Minister regarding the
government’s treatment of unauthorised atrivals. The Prime Minister has asked me to
reply on his behalf.

The Australian government maintains a strong commitment to its international
obligations under the 1951 Refugee Convention and associated protocol and has taken
& lead role in generating international support for increased cooperation in the
resettlement of refogees. m&mnrmmﬁmpmﬁnnﬁy!n
efforis to increase spupport for countries of first asylum and to maximise assistance to
resolve the underiving causes for the displacement of peosle.

Australia has a proud humanitarisn record and the government remains committed to
meeting its humanitarian obligations. In per capits terma, Australia is the second most
generous refugee receiving country in the world with almost 600,000 refugees and
displaced people being resetiled in Australia since the Second World War. Australia
is one of only & emall number of counteles in the world that operates a dadicated

offshore resettiement programme that is focused on those with the greatest need for
protection and resettiement.

The government will continue to provide permanent humanitarien resettiement
opportunities in Australia. In recent times, however, there has been s growing trend
for eriminal clements to make use of the intornational protestion regime to genecate
preferred migration outcomes for some individuals. Not only does this undermine the
immigration regime witirin this country, but it reduces the capacity for individuals in
need of protection and resettlement to access these services. The most recent action
of the Australian government has been targeted at increasing the difficulty for these
people smuggling syndicates to continue their operations.” ™ '
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forwarded of letter and this response to the Minister for
who has portfolio responsibility for this matter.

Yours sincerely

r_.,»-'"'

Miles Jordana




