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Abstract

We extend the regression discontinuity (RD) design to settings where each unit’s treatment status
is an average or aggregate across multiple discontinuity events. Such situations arise in many studies
where the outcome is measured at a higher level of spatial or temporal aggregation (e.g., by state with
district-level discontinuities) or when spillovers from discontinuity events are of interest. We propose two
novel estimation procedures — one at the level at which the outcome is measured and the other in the
sample of RD events — and show that both identify a local average causal effect and possess attractive
bias-variance properties under continuity assumptions similar to those of standard RD designs. We apply
these ideas to study the effect of unionization on inequality in the United States. Using credible variation
from close unionization elections at the establishment level, we show that a higher rate of newly unionized

workers in a state-by-industry cell reduces wage inequality within the cell.
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1 Introduction

Regression discontinuity (RD) designs are a popular tool for causal inference. In canonical sharp RD designs,
the treatment is determined by whether a “running variable” exceeds a fixed cutoff. For instance, one may
study whether unionization affects establishment outcomes, leveraging the cutoff of 50% votes in a union
election (DiNardo and Lee, 2004; Frandsen, 2021). A local causal parameter is typically estimated via
local linear regression under the assumption that potential outcomes are continuous around the cutoff. For
standard RD methods to apply, each unit has to be exposed to only one discontinuity.

In this paper, we extend the RD design to settings in which a unit is exposed to multiple discontinuity
events—which we shorthand as “elections”—because the outcome is defined at a higher level of aggregation
(e.g., in space or time) than the elections. For instance, one may be interested in the fraction of workers
who have been unionized via elections in multiple establishments on regional labor market outcomes. The
endogenous explanatory variable (“treatment”) in such settings can be represented as a simple or weighted
average or sum of the RD shocks across multiple elections. We propose two new estimators in these “RD
aggregation” (RDA) settings. The “upper-level” estimator is based on an instrumental variable (IV) regression
at the level at which the outcomes are measured, with a weighted average or sum of the RD shocks from
narrow elections as the instrument, while controlling for similar weighted sums of the controls used in local
linear estimation (e.g., of the running variables). The “lower-level,” or “stacking,” estimator is a fuzzy RD
estimator in the sample of narrow elections, with the unusual feature that the same values of the outcome
and endogenous variable are repeated for the elections affecting the same unit. In the unionization case,
the regional fraction of unionized workers is instruments with either the regional fraction of workers who
unionized in narrow wins or with the narrow win indicator at the establishment level, respectively.

We show that both estimators identify the same local average treatment effect and inherit attractive
bias-reduction properties of conventional RD methods. Specifically, under the generalization of continuity
and smoothness assumptions of conventional RD, the lower-level estimator has bias that shrinks with the
bandwidth h as O(h?). The same is true for the upper-level estimator as long as the uniform kernel is used in
the instrument construction. We characterize the asymptotic bias and variance of the two estimators, with
neither of the estimators dominating the other in general. In this baseline theoretical analysis, we assume
a random sample of (upper-level) units with the number of elections per unit not changing with the sample
size, such that it is rare for a unit to have more than one close election. We therefore further investigate the
robustness of our findings to two non-standard asymptotic sequences in which clusters of close elections are
common even in large samples. In the first alternative asymptotic, we allow the number of elections per unit
to grow with the sample size, finding that the bias of both estimators continues to be low (i.e., O(h?)). In the
second asymptotic, clusters of close elections arise from the running variables within the same unit becoming
increasingly correlated; the two estimators also show some—albeit weaker—robustness. This asymptotic
highlights that, even though the lower-level RDA specification looks like a special case of standard fuzzy RD,
its asymptotic properties can be different; in particular, using a uniform kernel may be preferable.

We apply the RDA approach to study the effects of unionization on earnings inequality. This question
is one of the oldest in labor economics, dating back to at least Lewis (1963). It is also of central policy
importance in modern days: Barack Obama, for instance, noted that “as union membership has fallen,
inequality has risen” (Obama, 2016)— a correlation observed in the data by Card (2001). Yet, establishing a
causal link between unionization and inequality has proved difficult. Recently, Fortin et al. (2021) point out
that “empirical evidence on the distributional impact of [union] threat effects is limited by the challenge of

finding exogenous sources of variation in the rate of unionization.” Similarly, Jager et al. (2025) emphasize



“the pressing need for more compelling causal analyses of collective bargaining coverage effects” We make
progress by leveraging close union elections in an RDA design with outcomes measured at the level of state-
by-industry cells.

Both estimators provide evidence that that a higher rate of unionization leads to a decline in various
measures of inequality: the Gini index, the 90/10 ratio, the share of labor income by top 10% earners, and the
variance in log wages without and with Mincer (1974) residualization. Surprisingly, this compression results
primarily from the decline of wages at the top of the wage distribution rather than an increase at the bottom,
with average log wages showing a negative, albeit marginally insignificant, effect. We suggest four mechanisms
that can help explain these patterns. First, unions substantially reduce the wages of managers, who are legally
exempt from union representation. Second, employment of top-earners (specifically, college graduates) drops
in response to higher unionization rates, generating compositional changes. Third, pension coverage increases,
providing a compensating differential. Finally, the overall effects hide interesting dynamics: average wages
fall in the short-run (i.e., 1-5 years) while the increase in inequality arises in the longer-run (6-10 years) at
which point the lower end of the earnings distribution benefits. Such dynamics are consistent with an initial
period of contract negotiation and potential disruption from employer opposition (Wang and Young, 2022),
followed by the realization of wage gains at the bottom once collective bargaining agreements take effect.
In a back-of-the-envelope calculation, we find that around 40% of the growth in inequality within state-by-
industry cells—the key component of overall income inequality—between 1970 and 2010 can be explained by
the declining rates of unionization relative to the 1960s.

Beyond unionization effects, the RDA approach is applicable in—and yields practical insights for—many
empirical settings in which the outcome is defined at the more aggregated level than the RD events, with the
treatment variable aggregating across them. Out of over 50 such papers in economics and political science
that we have identified, a large group considers legislatures that consist of politicians elected in single-seat
constituencies. The researcher is interested in the impact of the seat share of politicians who possess a specific
characteristic: e.g., gender (Clots-Figueras, 2011, 2012; Bhalotra and Clots-Figueras, 2014; Ben-Porath and
Kolerman-Shemer, 2024), religion (Bhalotra et al., 2014, 2021), or affiliation with a specific party (Folke,
2014; Nellis et al., 2016; Nellis and Siddiqui, 2018; Ben-Porath and Kolerman-Shemer, 2024). Another group
includes settings in which units are exposed to multiple RD events over time (Cellini et al. (2010); Dell and
Querubin (2018); Biasi et al. (2024)); in the RDA approach, the researcher can specify the treatment as the
total fraction of the period during which the unit is treated. Other studies aggregate discontinuities across
investors in a region, university courses taken by a student, politicians that a firm is linked to, or destinations
that a city is connected to by a direct flight.!

Our approach also extends naturally to estimating spillover effects from discontinuity events, such that
each unit is exposed to multiple elections of their neighbors (in a spatial or network sense). Isen (2014),
for instance, leverages close referenda on tax changes in Ohio counties to study the effects on neighboring
counties. Similarly, Dechezleprétre et al. (2023) study the effects of tax breaks, which have discontinuous
eligibility rules, on technologically similar firms.

While the two estimators we propose are natural extensions of conventional RD to RDA settings, they

differ from most ad hoc estimation approaches used in the existing empirical literature. Specifically, nearly

ISpecifically, Ater et al. (2021) construct a regional housing supply shock by aggregating across real estate investors. They
leverage a discontinuity in the capital gains tax law that pushes some investors to sell their property. Tan (2023) considers the
effects of the number of high letter grades of a university student, as aggregating across individual courses. Akey (2015) studies
firms that donate to multiple politicians and measures the effects of a firm’s political connectedness, as aggregating election
outcomes of those politicians. Campante and Yanagizawa-Drott (2018) aggregate discontinuities in flight availability between
city pairs with respect to distance to construct a shock to a city’s overall connectivity.



all papers estimating upper-level specifications do not include all local linear controls aggregated in the way
suggested by our upper-level solution. As a result, they generally forfeit the low-bias advantages of local
linear estimation that made it standard in conventional RD designs. Conversely, studies using lower-level
specifications include local linear controls but, in many cases, use reduced-form estimation which does not
define a coherent causal model for the upper-level outcome. Some of these papers also impose restrictions
limiting the sample which is not necessary with the RDA approach.

Most strikingly, some literatures resort to difference-in-differences and other non-RD methods when ana-
lyzing aggregated outcomes despite preferring RD variation at the disaggregated level, sometimes even within
the same paper. The literature on the effects of unionization on aggregated outcomes is a case in point: while
several sources of identifying variation in union density and strength have been proposed,? we are not aware
of any previous attempts to use credible RD variation. The RDA approach resolves this tension, and our
application to the effects on inequality and average wages provides an empirical blueprint; complementary
work by Kolerman-Shemer (2024) used the RDA method to show that unionization makes local politics more
Democratic in the US.

Methodologically, our paper bridges the literatures on shift-share instruments (Borusyak et al., 2022) and
continuity-based RD designs (Hahn et al., 2001). Our theoretical analysis leverages the observation that the
aggregated treatment can be viewed as a shift-share variable; thus, exogenous variation in the “shifts,” i.e. the
RD events, can be used to extract exogenous variation in the aggregated treatment. However, a theoretical
challenge arises because, under the continuity assumption, the randomness of the RD shocks is only a heuristic
and an approximation as the bandwidth converges to zero, necessitating a nonparametric analysis which we
provide. While numerous empirical papers proposed ad hoc estimators trying to achieve that goal, with Cunat
et al. (2012) and Dube et al. (2019) coming closest to our upper- and lower-level estimators, respectively, we
are the first to provide a formal theoretical analysis and bias-variance guarantees.

Our continuity assumption relaxes the assumptions in a recent literature that used the local randomization
to RD for identification with instruments constructed from multiple RD shocks by a known, but potentially
complex, formula or algorithm. As Borusyak and Hull (2023) pointed out, if within a fixed bandwidth around
the cutoff the RD shocks are viewed as completely random, as in Cattaneo et al. (2015), one can compute the
expectation of the constructed instrument over the distribution of RD shocks and control for it or “recenter”
by it to isolate the exogenous variation, with no need for the analogs of local linear controls. Kott (2022) and
Narita and Yata (2023) compute the expected instrument by simulating counterfactual realizations of RD
shocks, while Abdulkadiroglu et al. (2022) and Angrist et al. (2024) compute it analytically. By replacing
local randomization with the weaker continuity assumption and by restricting attention to linear (i.e., shift-
share) instruments — which still covers a wide variety of empirical applications — we are able to leverage
the local linear estimation approach to RD, develop estimators with better statistical properties, and derive
inference results for them.?

The setting we study is distinct from “multi-score” RD settings which also feature multiple running

variables per unit (see Cattaneo and Titiunik (2022) for a review). For instance, in spatial RD designs (e.g.,

2Specifically, some papers evaluated union effects by comparing neighboring counties across the border of right-to-work laws,
which were mostly passed in the 1940s and 1950s and weakened unions: Holmes (1998), Feigenbaum et al. (2019), and Makridis
(2019) studied the impacts on productivity, voting, and well-being, respectively. Other papers leveraged specific case studies
that generate exogenous variation in union strength when looking at outcomes such as wages (Biasi, 2021) and the gender pay
gap (Biasi and Sarsons, 2022). Another approach is taken by Baker et al. (2025) that leverage the staggered rollout of faculty
unions across Canadian universities, using a difference-in-differences specification to assess the effect of unionization on the wage
distribution.

3Note that, even if the treatment is a nonlinear function of the RD shocks, one can construct an instrument that is linear,
albeit at an efficiency cost (see Borusyak et al. (2025a)). Then the RDA theory applies.



Black, 1999; Dell, 2010), latitude and longitude are the two running variables, and a geographic boundary
separates the treated and control areas. Another example is when a student is treated if several tests
scores (e.g., for math and English) simultaneously exceed some cutoffs. Such designs feature a single binary
treatment (or instrument, in the fuzzy case), and a simple transformation of the running variables reduces
the problem to a standard RD, in which the signed distance to the boundary is the scalar running variable
(although see Cattaneo et al. (2025) for a recent critique). In contrast, in our setting the instrument aggregates
RD shocks. While still a function of the underlying running variables, it does not feature a single boundary,
making existing methods inapplicable.

A recent literature has examined certain RD settings with interference. Dal Torrione et al. (2024) extend
the multi-score approach, based on the minimum Euclidian distance from the set of neighbors’ running
variables to the boundary at which the spillover treatment, e.g. the number or share of treated neighbors,
switches between two prespecified values. This allows them to identify more detailed spillover effects, e.g.
of having all treated neighbors vs. all untreated neighbors conditionally on the unit itself being treated.
We propose a very different estimation approach which identifies a causal spillover parameter in a simpler
way, does not depend on the discreteness of the treatment, and applies to a variety of settings beyond just
spillovers. Other papers have examined the case of interference occurring among units with similar values
of the running variable, as may be natural in spatial RD designs (Keele and Titiunik (2018), Auerbach et
al. (2024)). In our setting, even if the structure of spillovers is based on geography, each unit has its own
running variable, leading to different issues and solutions.

Empirically, we contribute to the literature on the effects of declining unionization rates on U.S. average
wages and inequality—two of the primary outcomes examined in the unionization literature. The standard
approach for estimating the union wage premium regresses individual worker wages on union membership
status while controlling for worker characteristics. Card (1996) finds a positive premium of 17%, and Farber
et al. (2021, Figure 5) documents a remarkably stable premium of 10-20 log points across nine decades.
A separate strand of estimates union effects at the establishment level using RD designs based on close
elections. DiNardo and Lee (2004) pioneered this approach and find close-to-zero wage effects. Frandsen
(2021), using matched employer-employee data, finds small negative effects. Although our estimates that
incorporate spillover effects are not directly comparable, our short-run results align with the RD estimates,
while our long-run results are more consistent with the positive premia from worker-level studies.

A related literature examines the relationship between unions and wage inequality. Farber et al. (2021)
address this question with a variety of methods including distributional decompositions following DiNardo
et al. (1996), time series regressions, and state-year panel regressions. These estimates, each based on
a form of conditional exogeneity of unionization, suggest that union decline accounts for 10-20% of the
increase in the Gini coefficient between 1968 and 2014. Green et al. (2025) adopt a structural approach and,
through counterfactual analysis holding union-related factors at 1980 levels, estimate that deunionization
explains roughly one-third of the rise in the post-secondary wage premium between 1980 and 2010 (see their
Figure 6). Both sets of estimates are broadly comparable to, though somewhat smaller than, our findings.
Evidence from other settings includes Baker et al. (2025), who use a difference-in-differences design to study
faculty unionization at Canadian universities and find substantial wage compression, and Derenoncourt et al.
(2025), who develop a union-firm AKM framework using Brazilian administrative data but find only small
union contributions to post-secondary wage premium based on an Oaxaca-Blinder decomposition (Table 2,
Panel A).

The rest of this paper is organized as follows: in Section 2 we introduce our setting in the context of



cross-sectional RD aggregation and propose the two estimators. Section 3 presents the theoretical analysis of
the estimand, asymptotic bias and variance. Section 4 briefly discusses extensions to settings with spillovers
and temporal aggregation. Section 5 considers the practical implications of the RDA approach: we first
discuss how our proposals differ from the current empirical practice and then apply them to estimate the

impact of unions on U.S. inequality. Section 6 concludes.

2 Theoretical Framework

In Section 2.1, we introduce the RD aggregation setting and compare it to conventional RD designs. Section

2.2 puts forward two estimators and provides intuition why they may provide valid causal estimates.

2.1 Setting

We observe a sample of units ¢ = 1,..., N, which we refer to as the “upper level.” For each unit, we
observe a set J; of “lower-level” subunits j (with |J;| = J; > 0) characterized by a running variable r;;,
treatment z;; = I (r;; > 0) that happens whenever the running variable exceeds the cutoff normalized to
zero, and an importance weight s;; > 0.* To simplify notation, we write (s;,7;)jez, for (sij,7:j)je7 Where
Ti = {(0,1),., (i, J)}

We observe a treatment variable X; that depends on z; = {z; }j c,» as formalized by potential outcomes
Xi(zi). The benchmark case, which generalizes sharp RD, is when X, simply aggregates z; across all relevant

subunits,

Xz(zl) = Z SjZj. (1)

jeTi

Generalizing this to aggregations of fuzzy RD, one can also consider

Xi(zi) = > siwi(2), (2)

j€Ti

for some potential treatments z;(-) of which z; = z;(2;) is realized and observed.® The importance weights
may or may not be the same for all j € J; and may or may not add up to one. In the election example,
X; may be the fraction of seats in the state i legislature represented by candidates from the focal party.
Here z; indicates the focal party’s victory in district j and s; measures the seat share of the district j in the
legislature. In the common case of one seat per district, s; = 1/J; is the inverse of the total number of seats.

We also observe an outcome Y;. While we allow it to depend arbitrarily on z;, with potential outcomes
Yi(z;), two benchmark cases are of interest. The first one imposes an exclusion restriction at the upper-level:

that z; only affects Y; through X;. Then one can represent potential outcomes as Y;(x):
Yi(zi) = Yi(Xi(z:)). (3)

Second, under (2), in some settings it is plausible to assume the existence of latent subunit-level potential

4We use capital and small letters to denote unit- and subunit-level variables, respectively.

5We assume that the sets are non-overlapping to simplify notation. The setting naturally extends to the case where different
units can be exposed to the same subunits, as when estimating the spillovers from RD events; see Section 4.1.

6While our theoretical results apply with unrestricted X;(z;), a structure like (1) or (2) is helpful for the estimators to be
powerful and intuitive.



outcomes y; = y;(z;), which implicitly impose the lower-level exclusion of z; (which is trivial in the sharp

case of ; = z;) and no interference across subunits. The upper-level outcome in turn aggregates them:

Yi(zi) = Y sy(a(z)). (4)

JjeT:

Both potential outcome formulations can be illustrated in the election example. If the outcome Y; results
from policies determined at the legislature level, the upper-level exclusion (3) may be plausible. If, conversely,
the outcome is initially determined by district based on the policy adopted by the individual elected official
of the district, the lower-level exclusion (4) is more natural. While in the former case the outcome is
inherently defined at the upper-level, in the latter case aggregation is only useful when lower-level outcomes
are unobserved by the researcher.”

Our setting nests conventional sharp RD which corresponds to the case where the outcomes are measured
at the same level as the running variables, i.e. i and j are the same objects: J; = {i}, J; = s; = 1, and
X; = z;j. In that scenario, the standard local linear estimation approach restricts the sample to observations
near the cutoff (|r;| < h for bandwidth h) and estimates by ordinary least squares (OLS) the specification

Yi = Bzj + 0 +mrj +er) +errory,  j =4, (5)

where the controls ¢; = (1,r;, rj) include the intercept, the running variable, and its interaction with being
on the right of the cutoff (i.e., r;r =r;-I(r; >0)). Sometimes this regression is weighted by kernel weights
that are larger when 7, is closer to the cutoff: xy(r;) = k(r;/h) for a kernel function £(-). The local linear
regression identifies a local causal effect under assumptions on the continuity of potential outcomes (e.g.,
Hahn et al. (2001)).

But how can local variation in r; be leveraged to estimate the relationship between X; and Y; in (3) or
between x; and the latent y; in (4) when each unit ¢ can be exposed to multiple elections, potentially with
more than one near the cutoff? We next propose two strategies, one at the upper level and the other at the
lower level, focusing on the intuitions before proceeding to formal analysis of consistency and asymptotic

bias-variance tradeoffs.

2.2 The Two Estimators

Upper-level estimator. Our first proposal is a specification at the level of upper-level units ¢ which
involves instrumenting X; with its component arising from the subunits whose running variables are near the

cutoff, C; = {j € i I(|rj| <h)} C T

Zi="Y sirn(ry)z. (6)

JEC;

Since the specification is at the ¢ level, we include kp,(r;) in the construction of Z; rather than as regression
weights. In the election example and with a uniform kernel x(z) = I (x € [—1,1]), Z; is the fraction of state
legislature’s seats represented by a candidate from the focal party who won in a close election, out of all
seats.

We further propose to aggregate the vector of standard RD controls ¢; to the ¢ level in the same way as

"Intermediate cases could also be considered: e.g., that the latent lower-level outcome y;j is co-determined by the local
treatment x; and the upper-level treatment X; which captures spillovers from other districts.



the instrument is constructed,

Q; = Z sjq; = (Z sjkn(T5), Z sjkn(ri)r;, Z sjmh(rj)r;')/. (7)

jeli J€EC; S JjeCi

This idea for these control variables arises from viewing Z; as a shift-share variable constructed from shifts
z; and exposure shares s;jrp(r;).> Borusyak et al. (2022) show the usefulness of constructing shift-share
aggregates of shift-level covariates, albeit in a setting in which the shifts are assumed conditionally random,
which our RD setting does not impose.

We label the three local aggregate variables in @); the RDA controls. When the kernel is uniform, the
first of them is the total weight of subunits near the cutoff. For instance, in the election example, it is the
fraction of legislature seats determined in a close election. The second is the average running variable in
narrow elections, rescaled by their total weight. And the last one is the average running variable in narrow
wins, rescaled by the total weight of those narrow wins. Note that, when there are no close elections for unit
i, both Z; and Q; are zero.

As a result, the upper-level RDA estimator corresponds to the instrumental variable (IV) specification

Y, = B8X; + 7 Z sikn(r;) +m Z sikn(rj)r; + Y2 Z sjﬁh(rj)r;r + 4'W; + error;, (8)
JjeC; jeC; JeC;

instrumented by Z;, where W; includes the i-level intercept and possibly additional variables that are con-

tinuous around the cutoff. Its reduced-form parallels (5):

Y; = By Z sikn(rj)z; + Y0 Z sikn(rj) +m Z sikR(1i)r; + 72 Z sjmh(rj)rj +4'W; +error;.  (9)
jeC; jecC; JjeC; JjeC;

Formally, the upper-level IV estimator is defined as Bup = Bup,Y / Bup7 x, where the reduced-form Bupyy and
first-stage Bup, x solve, for V =X,Y,

N
Bup,V = argﬂminz (Vi —BZ; —v'Q; — :y’Wir )

i=1

Lower-level (“RD stacking”) estimator. Our second proposal is to estimate a fuzzy RD local linear

specification on the sample that stacks all subunits near the cutoff:
Yig) = BXig) +7'¢; + 7 Wi +error;,  j € UiCs (10)

where i(j) denotes the unit to which subunit j belongs, with Xj;) instrumented by the subunit-level treatment
z;, and using s;kp,(r;) as importance weights.”

The lower-level estimator is therefore defined as Blo = Blo’y / BIO’ x, where the reduced-form Blo’y and
first-stage BIO,X solve, for V = XY,

N
R o \2
Brov = argﬁminz Z sjkn(r;) (Vi ~BZi —~'q; - W/Wz')

i=1j€C;

8More precisely, the shares are s;jky(r;) for j € C; and zero for j € C;. While shift-share instruments usually involve shifts
that are common to all observations, this is not a requirement (Borusyak et al., 2025b, Appendix A.6).
9While in many fuzzy RD designs the treatment is binary, this is not necessary (e.g., Almond et al., 2010, Section VTIT).



Discussion. Should we expect good properties from either of the two proposed estimators? Conceptually,
both of them seemingly have pros and cons. Since the lower-level estimator corresponds to a conventional
fuzzy RD specification, it is clear it uses local variation around the cutoff. It also lends itself to conventional
procedures for RD designs, such as RD plots for the first-stage and reduced-form (at the j level). At the
same time, the lower-level specification is peculiar: equation (10) provides multiple expressions for Y; of the
same unit, and the instrument z; varies among multiple observations — subunits of the same unit — that
mechanically have the same value of the treatment Xj;). The upper-level estimator avoids these conceptual
shortcomings by specifying only one expression for each outcome Y;. Aggregating both the instrument z; and
the covariates ¢; in the same way is also perhaps intuitive. At the same time, it is less clear what variation
that specification leverages.

We provide intuition for both estimators by establishing a tight connection between them. The upper-level
estimator is numerically equivalent to a fuzzy RD estimator from a particularly transformed regression at

the subunit level:

Proposition 1. For any unit-level variable V; let Vf denote the residual from a projection of V; on W; =

-\ R
(Qi, W,-) . Then Byp equals the IV estimator of B from a subunit-level specification
Yi) = BXity) +/a; + errory, (11)

on the sample of j € C = U;C;, where XZ.J(-j) is instrumented by z; and the regression is weighted by s;kp(75).

Proof. Follows from Proposition 1 in Borusyak et al. (2022) by observing that Z; is a shift-share instru-

ment. The shift-level importance weight defined in that proposition, . Zjec sjkn(rj)I (j € C;), simplifies to

sjkn(r;), and shift-level averages simplify to V; = 3. s;kn(r;) I (j € C) Vi/ 3, sjrn(ri) I (j € C) = Viyy. O

This representation of the upper-level estimator is useful in two ways. On one hand, it shows that the
upper-level estimator also leverages local variation around the cutoff: it can be represented as a particular
fuzzy RD specification with z; as the instrument, standard RD controls ¢;, and kernel weights. On the
other hand, it shows that there is no conceptual problem with stacking: the lower-level specification only
differs from (11), which is in turn equivalent to the coherent upper-level specification, by not residualizing
the outcome and treatment on the upper-level covariates.

One may therefore conjecture that both estimators identify some local causal effect under assumptions
similar to standard RD and have desirable bias-variance properties of local linear regressions. Still, the RDA
setting is more complex than conventional fuzzy RD.

Before proceeding to the formal asymptotic analysis, it is also instructive to discuss intuitively when the
two IV estimators may have powerful first-stages. The lower-level estimator requires that a typical j-level
narrow victory moves the i-level treatment. This can be expected to hold as long as there are close elections
with non-vanishing s;. For instance, if s; = 1/.J;(;, this requires the total number of elections per unit not to
be too large. The best-case scenario is when each unit is exposed to a small (but non-zero) number of large
elections, with substantial density of the running variables around the threshold. In contrast, having many
small elections weakens the first stage despite increasing the number of close elections in the stacked sample.
Having many small elections is a problem for the upper-level estimator, too, although the mechanics are
different: with too many elections (whether narrow or not), the law of large numbers kills the variation in the
upper-level instrument, which aggregates the random variation across the elections. Our main asymptotic

regime will preclude this scenario but we will analyze it in one of the nonstandard asymptotics.



3 Asymptotic Analysis

In this section, we establish the asymptotic properties of both the upper- and lower-level estimators. We
primarily focus on the standard asymptotic regime where the distribution of (J;, (s;,7;)e7:, Xi, Ys) is held
fixed. After introducing some preliminaries in Section 3.1, Section 3.2 shows that, under conditions similar
to those of standard fuzzy RD, both estimators identify a local average causal effect. Their asymptotic bias
and variance are characterized in Sections 3.3 and 3.4, respectively. A limitation of the standard asymptotic
regime is that a unit with one close election is unlikely to have another one. In Section 3.5, we address this
issue by considering two non-standard asymptotic regimes that are more appropriate for settings in which

some units contain clusters of close elections. All proofs are relegated to Appendix A.

3.1 Preliminaries

To describe the local parameter identified by the two RDA estimators we impose:

Assumption 1 (Random sampling of units). The data are a random sample of J;, 7i, z;, 81, @y, X, X (-), Wi, Y3, Y3 (+)
where bold symbols indicate J;-dimensional vectors containing similarly named subunit-level variables, and
consistency conditions hold: z; =1 (r; > 0), X; = X;(2z;), and Y; = Yi(z;).

This sampling scheme in this standard asymptotic regime implies that the number of subunits J; = Op(1);
we consider an alternative regime in Section 3.5. For simplicity, we abstract from additional covariates, setting
W; = 0; Calonico et al. (2019) show that adding predetermined covariates in a linearly separable way does
not affect the RD estimand.

We further impose irrelevance of labels: for any J in the support of .J;, the distribution of (7 (7;), 7(z;), 7(s;),
7(q,;), Xi, Xi(7(+)),Y:, Yi(:)) | J; = J is the same for all permutations 7 of J elements. This is without loss
of generality: one can always consider a random relabeling of indices within J;. Given such exchangeability,
when we write the expectation of a term that involves both ¢ and j objects, such as E[J;s; | r; = ], this
is interpreted as choosing a random j € J;. We denote by f the marginal density of 7; and by u the joint
density of (r;,7%), j # k, understood in the same way.

We write z;(;) = (25,2_;) and, for V € {X,Y}, define

Vi =Vi(l,zy), V7 =Vi(0,2), AV =V -V

Using this notation, we impose a first-stage condition:
Assumption 2 (First stage). f(0) >0, E[J;s;AX, | r; =0] #0, and E[Jisg | 7; =0] #0 for £ € {1,2}.

This assumption is expected to hold when the treatment is defined by equation (1), in which case X ;=
Zkij,ke.ﬂ- Skzk and AXj =385 > 0.

We assume that the kernel function & is supported on [—1, 1], symmetric, and non-negative, i.e.,
k(x) = k(—xz) >0, Ve e [-1,1]; k(z)=0, Ve &[-1,1].

Further, we define
oo - oo
My = / e k(z)de, M, = / 2*k2 (z)dx (12)
0 0
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and, following the notation of Imbens and Kalyanaraman (2012),

My Ms — M2

B _ M3My — 2My Mo My + M2 My
- MgMy — MY’

Cvar (1) = (MM — M?)?

Cbias(ff) (13)
For the upper-level estimator, we always assume that My M, #* M, M.

Finally, we denote by C? the set of functions with L-Lipschitz s-th derivatives on a fixed neighborhood of
zero [—b,b] for some constants L,b > 0. We write ¢’ for the first-order derivative of any univariate function

q and Ogq for the first-order derivative of a multivariate function g with respect to the k-th coordinate.

3.2 Identification of a Local Causal Effect

To show that both upper- and lower-estimators identify the same local causal effect, we impose:

Assumption 3 (Continuity). (a) Ezpected reweighted potential treatment E [JistfE |r; = T], outcome
E [Jisiji | 7j =], and weights E [J;s; | r; = r] are continuous in r at r = 0;

(b) Marginal density f(0) and joint density u(0,0) exist;*°

(c¢) For some fized J*, J; < J* a.s.

Part (a) is a generalization of the RD continuity assumption appropriate for the RDA setting. Part (b)
rules out the case where multiple running variables are perfectly correlated. However, perfectly correlated
elections can be combined into one without loss. Part (¢) imposes an upper bound on the number of subunits
per units. While it can be relaxed within the standard asymptotic regime, Section 3.5 tackles the case of
large J; directly.

We consider the estimands of the two estimators, defined as the expectations of the linearized estimators

as a function of h (with this dependence suppressed for brevity):

n /BIO,Y

610 = = 5 BIO,V = argminE Z (V; - 6Zj - fquj)2 Sjl{h(rj) ’ (14)
lo, X JET:
and
Bup = @“p’y, Bup.v = argmin E Z (Vi —BZ; — ’Y/Qi)z . (15)
up, X B j€T;

The following proposition shows that both estimators have the same estimand as h — 0:
Theorem 1. Suppose Assumptions 1-8 hold. Then, for

E[Jis;AY; | rj = 0]
60 = — )
E [JiSjAXj | ’I“j = 0}

we have
}llli%ﬁup = }Llino Bio = Bo- (16)

To give By a causal interpretation, we specialize it under the two exclusion restrictions, (3) and (4):

10This implicitly assumes that the density of r; conditional on J; = J is the same for all J > 1, and similarly the joint density
of (rj,7k) for k # j conditional on J; = J is the same for all J > 2. We believe this restriction is inessential and will relax it in
further drafts.
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Corollary 1. Assume monotonicity: that AX; has weakly the same sign for all j (which is automatically
satisfied in the sharp case (1)). Then we have:

(a) Under the upper-level exclusion restriction (3),
E | Jis;AX; S BTG ) g

bo = E[Jis;AX; [ r; = 0] ’ (7

which is a convexly-weighted average of OY;(x)/0x (or the discrete analog thereof when X; is discrete)

across i and x;M

(b) If additionally the assumptions of Theorem 1 hold, the causal effects are heterogeneous across units but

linear in x, i.e. Y;i(z) = Y;(0) + B;x, and in the sharp case (1), we have

fo = tim =0 S 2 (). (18)

h—0 E [w] =

(¢) Under the treatment structure (2) and the lower-level exclusion restriction (4), we have AX; = x;(1) —
z;(0) and
E [JiSjAXj R = 0}

E [JiSjAXj | Ty = 0} ’

fo = (19)

which is a convexly-weighted average of 0y;(x)/0x (or the discrete analog thereof when x; is discrete)

across j and x.

Parts (a) and (c) show that, under both potential outcome formulations, fy is interpretable as a proper
local average causal effect. In both cases, the weights placed on unit i are given by J;s;AX; given r; = 0.
Thus, they are higher for units with more numerous and more important subunits near the cutoff, as well as
subunits with a stronger first-stage impact on the treatment.

Part (b) makes this result practical by characterizing the weights across units that define the effective
sample (or “complier sample”) of both RDA estimators in the sharp case. These weights can be computed in
the data, and we report them in the application below. Like in the general case, the weight w; in (18) is higher
for units that have more close elections and for which close elections have large s;. Echoing the discussion of
relevance in Section 2.2, both of these situations generate more variation in Z; at the upper-level and ensure
a strong first-stage for unit ¢ at the lower level. For example, suppose s; = 1/J;, as when the treatment is the
share of legislature seats won by the focal party. Then the effective weight is smaller in larger legislatures, as
the law of large numbers eliminates much of the variation in the upper-level instrument, while at the lower
level one close win shifts the treatment by less. If, however, s; = 1, as when the treatment is the number
of legislature seats with the focal party winning, the effective weight is instead larger in larger legislatures,
as they will tend to have more individual seats with narrow elections. Since the effective sample can be
computed in this case, both upper- and lower-level regressions can be reweighted to obtain other averages of
causal effects that are of interest.

We finally note that the proof of Theorem 1 makes it clear that, among the covariates, only >

jec; 53 M

the upper-level specification and the intercept in the lower-level specification are necessary for identification.

Yi(X7 +AX;)-Yi(X])

HWithout loss of generality, X
J

should be understood as zero when AX; = 0; same in the expression

below.
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A parallel to the local randomization approach to RD designs provides intuition for this conclusion: if the
running variables are viewed as drawn from a uniform distribution around the cutoff, controlling for > jec, Si
is equivalent to controlling for the expected value of Z;, as in the Borusyak and Hull (2023) recentering
procedure. This control isolates a unit’s “luck” in getting a higher-than-expected vs lower-than-expected
value of the instrument. While our identification result (or the local randomization approach) do not provide
a justification for including the aggregated local linear controls, the next subsection shows that they are

important for reducing bias, as in standard RD designs based on the continuity assumption.

3.3 Asymptotic Bias

We next characterize the asymptotic bias of both estimators. We follow the convention in the fuzzy RD
literature (e.g. Calonico et al., 2014, Section 3.2) to define the bias by comparing the estimands Blo, Bup with
their target as h — 0, 5y. We strengthen Assumption 3 to:

Assumption 4 (Smoothness).
(a) B[Jis; Vi | ry=7]- f(r) €C? for V € {X,Y};
(b) For=1,2, E[J;s’ | rj =7]- f(r) € C%;
(c) Forj,k € J; and k # j, E[J;(J; — V)sjsi | mj = e =1'] - u(r,r) € CL;
(d) For some fixed J*, J; < J* a.s.
We start by showing that the lower-level estimator has a second-order bias regardless of the kernel.

Theorem 2. Under the standard asymptotic regime and Assumptions 1, 2, and 4, as h — 0,
Bio — Bo = KT + o(h?),

where

Cbias (’i) "

1-\10 _ _ _bias\Tv/ R
2 ZMX,IO(O) /j‘Y,l

(0) — /1‘/)/(,10(0)50}

_ E[Jis;AVj [ r; =71]
MV,IO(T) - ]E[LLSJ | = T] .

To draw the connection with standard fuzzy RD estimators, we define

E[J;s5AV; | r; = 7]
EOAV; | r; =1] = J_ )
s E[stg | =7]

(20)

Then gy 10(r) can be reformulated as a reweighted conditional mean E(V[AV; | r; = r] under a change of
measure. In Appendix A.4, we prove that the bias formula in Theorem 2 can be equivalently expressed
as the bias of a standard fuzzy RD estimator (e.g. Imbens and Kalyanaraman, 2012, Eq. (22)) applied to
upper-level units under the above change of measure.

Next, we analyze the bias of the upper-level estimator. Interestingly, it has a first-order bias except when

the kernel satisfies a certain condition.!2

12The technical intuition is that the Gram matrix }_; X2 involves terms with rp(r;)? while 3=, X;Y; only has rp(r;). The
biases resulting from these terms generate a mismatch that results in a first-order bias unless (21) holds.
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Theorem 3. Under the standard asymptotic regime and Assumptions 1, 2, and 4, as h — 0,
Bup — Bo = hI'{P + K25 + O(h%),

where T} and T5° are defined in Eq. (A30) in Appendiz A.4. In particular, T7® = 0 without further

restrictions if and only if 3 } R
M. M M
21 o (21)
My M, M,

Under this condition, Ts® can be expressed as

Chias (“{) "

Ty = - bl g
? 2px,up(0) oup

(O) - Mg(,up(())BO} .

where
_ ElJis; AV | =1]

,U'V,up(r) - E[stg | ri = 7"]

Note that the denominator of py,up(r) involves the square of s;, which is different from the numerator
and all terms in py10(r). Due to this mismatch, py,.p(r) cannot be interpreted as a conditional expectation
under a change of measure.

For the uniform kernel, M), = M;, by definition (12) and hence the condition (21) holds. Surprisingly, we

show that the uniform kernel is the only monotonic kernel that satisfies the condition:

Proposition 2. Assume k is a symmetric, non-negative kernel with support [—1,1]. If k is non-increasing

on [0,1] and satisfies the condition (21), it must be the uniform kernel.

In particular, other commonly used kernels, such as the triangle kernel that is optimal for mean squared error
(MSE; Cheng et al. 1997; Imbens and Kalyanaraman 2012), all produce a substantially larger bias for the
upper-level estimator. This result highlights that the upper-level estimator has a different structure than the
lower-level estimator, even though I'y” takes a form similar to I'y’ under the uniform kernel.

The second-order biases I'y and I'5P are generally hard to compare. However, there is a special case when

the two coincide:
Proposition 3. With uniform kernel k, if s; 1. (r;,J;) then Ty = T'5P.

This in particular includes the case when all importance weights s; are the same across units and subunits.

Our results in progress suggest that both I'y and I'5P can be estimated using the RDA generalization of
a local quadratic regression, as Calonico et al. (2014) recommend for standard RD designs.

Lastly, we examine the benefit of local linear controls in ¢; and @;. In the standard fuzzy RD setting, it is
well known that using local linear regression reduces the bias relative to local constant regression, improving
the leading bias term from first- to second-order (Imbens and Kalyanaraman, 2012; Calonico et al., 2014). In
our RDA setting, we analogously consider the local constant version of the lower- and upper-level estimators,
denoted by Bfg“‘“ and Bg“;,““, respectively. Following (14) and (15), we define Bfg““ and Bfﬁ’;“ by removing
the local linear controls from g¢; and ();. We show that both estimators have first-order bias regardless of the

kernel choice.

Theorem 4. Under the standard asymptotic regime and Assumptions 1, 2, and 4, as h — 0,

~1%,nst _ 60 — hrionst,lo + O(h), B;(;Dnst _ /80 _ hl—“ionst,up + O(h),
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where ™" and T are defined in Eq. (A33) and (A35) in Appendiz A.4.5 and are non-zero without

further restrictions.

3.4 Asymptotic Normality and Variance

In this subsection, we analyze the asymptotic variance of the lower- and upper-level estimators under the
standard asymptotic regime. We follow the convention that centers the estimators at their linearized esti-
mands defined in (14) and (15). First, we derive the asymptotic normality and variance for the lower-level

estimator without restricting the choice of kernel. For notational convenience, we write
+ + +
U~ =Y —BoX;. (22)
For asymptotic normality, we assume the existence of higher moments:
Assumption 5. For some § >0, E [|Y¢\2+5 |rj = r} and E {|X¢\2+5 |rj = r} exist.
Then we have for the lower-level estimator:

Theorem 5. Under the standard asymptotic regime and Assumptions 1, 2, 4, and 5, as h — 0 and Nh — oo,
I~ A 5\ d
Nh(ﬁlo - Blo) — N (Oa 0120) )

where

52— Cvar(r) E[Jis3 | rj = 0]
©7 F0) (E[Jis;AX |y =0

7 (B2 - BV + BO 0] - VW)

and ED) and E?) are defined in (20).

The standard sharp RD estimator can be viewed as a special case with J; = 1,s; = 1, X; = I(r; < 0)

where we rewrite r; for r; because there is a single subunit. In this case, Xj+ =1,X; =0and E® =E® =E.

Then the expression o simplifies into

UZ—CVM(K) ar(Y;" | r; = ar(Y,” | m =

This is identical to the variance formula in Imbens and Kalyanaraman (2012).
For the upper-level estimator, we focus on the uniform kernel as suggested by the asymptotic bias analysis

in Theorem 3.

Theorem 6. Under the standard asymptotic regime and Assumptions 1, 2, 4, and 5, if k is the uniform

kernel and as h — 0 and Nh — oo,

m(ﬁup - Bup) i N (0 02 ) )

» Yup
where ( =E[J;s; | rj = O]/IE[Jﬁ? | ; = 0] and
2 _ Cvarln)  ElJis |15 =0] @) o) L z@ [(v- W)
o= S a2 (0 - comw) e | (o7 - comOwr)
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To compare the asymptotic variances of the two estimators, we first establish an underappreciated fact
that the uniform kernel is variance-optimal. This is in contrast to the commonly used triangle kernel which
is MSE-optimal (Cheng et al., 1997; Imbens and Kalyanaraman, 2012).

Proposition 4. For any symmetric, non-negative kernel k with support [—1, 1], Chias(k) > 4 and the equality

holds if Kk is a uniform kernel.

When the uniform kernel is used for both estimators, it remains to compare the terms inside the curly
brackets. In general, neither dominates the other. Nevertheless, there are two special cases when a comparison
can be made: when s; is a constant, the two variances coincide (in addition to biases, per Proposition 3)
while with exogenous number of subunits and importance weights the lower-level estimator has a weakly

smaller variance.
Theorem 7. In the setting of Theorem 6,
(a) If s; are the same across all units and subunits, aap =o};
(b) If (Ji, (s5,7j)jez) is independent of (U, U,
4 E[J;s? | r; = 0] 4 2 2
2 _ 52 g1 . EM [+ EM- >
Uup Olo f(O) (E[J18JAX] | T = 0])2 (CV (8])) {( [UJ ]) + ( [U] ]) } = 0’

where CVU ] denotes the coefficient of variation, i.e., CVV[Z] = y/Var®V(2)/EW[Z].

Lastly, we discuss consistent variance estimators. Perhaps surprisingly, we find that both oZ (resp.

Uﬁp) can be estimated directly by applying the RDRobust method based on the plug-in estimated residuals
(Calonico et al., 2014, 2017) to (r;,Y;) ez, ic(n) (resp. (rj,YjJ-)jejme[N] per Proposition 1) with weights
(85)eg,.iein as if they are independent data points, without the need for clustering. We denote by c};il’flo

A nc,2

Orarup these variance estimators. Furthermore, we also show the consistency of clustered RDRobust variance

. . ~cy2 ~c,2
estimates, which we denote by & 1o and GRa,,up-

and

. so/ne,2 P, sc/ne2 D,
Theorem 8. In the setting of Theorem 6, O';/( e~ Oy and a;{;;fup = o0,

Notably, this result does not conflict with the result of Bartalotti and Brummet (2017), which shows
that clustering is required in the clustered RD setting. This is because, in our setting, the joint density
u(r,r’) is assumed smooth at (0,0), while Bartalotti and Brummet (2017) assume all running variables have
the same signs within the same cluster. Under our assumption, conditional on that |r;|,|rx| < h, r; and
r are approximately independent for k # j with uniform marginals over [—h, h|. However, when the joint
density has jumps on the axes, r; and 7 are conditionally dependent, yielding non-negligible within-cluster
dependence.

Given estimates of bias and variance for either estimator, one can estimate the MSE-optimal bandwidth
and construct robust bias-corrected confidence intervals in the spirit of Calonico et al. (2014). We leave the

details to future drafts.

3.5 Non-standard Asymptotic Regimes

Under the standard asymptotic regime, among upper-level units with at least one lower-level unit near

the cutoff, the share that have more than one is on the order of O(h), which is negligible. However, in
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many applications, it is not uncommon to have multiple subunits near the cutoff. Indeed, in the empirical
application of Section 5.2, a typical upper-level unit with at least one close election on average has 10 of
them. This might render the standard asymptotic regime an inaccurate approximation.

To bridge the gap, we consider two non-standard asymptotic regimes. The first regime is the “growing-.J
regime” where J; grows with N. For example, if J; ~ 1/h, we would expect that a non-vanishing fraction
of upper-level units have multiple subunits near the cutoff. With J; > 1/h, most of them do. The second
regime is the “growing-correlation regime” where the correlation among running variables of subunits within
the same unit tends to 1 at certain rate. When the correlation approaches 1 at a rate proportional to h, a
back-of-envelope calculation suggests that, conditional on having at least one subunit near the cutoff, the
probability of having more than one remains bounded away from zero (i.e., is constant). This regime can
also be approximately viewed as a relaxation of the cluster RD setting in Bartalotti and Brummet (2017),
where all running variables have the same signs. We focus on estimation bias, leaving variance analyses to

future drafts.!®

Growing-J regime. In this regime, we assume
Ji = Op(Jy), for some deterministic sequence Jy — co.

Furthermore, to ease the exposition, we need to assume several functions, such as E[J;s; | r; = 7] - f(r), do
not vary with N. We leave these details to Appendix A.6.1. Our key finding is that the O(h?) bias of both
estimators is robust to Jy = O(1/h)—a scenario which allows a non-vanishing fraction of upper-level units
to have more than one close election.

More specifically, consider the lower-level estimator first. Interestingly, the critical regime is Jy ~ 1/h3,

below which it continues to be consistent. Moreover, the bias remains second-order in h if Jy = O(1/h).

Theorem 9. Under the growing-J regime defined in Appendix A.6.1 and Assumptions 1, 2, and 4, as h — 0,

we have the following results.

(a) If Jn = o(1/h?),
Bio — Bo = (INEHTT + 12057 4 O(h® + Jnh?),

where Fllo’J and FIZOJ are defined in Appendiz A.6.1. In particular, when Jy = O(1/h),
Bio — By = O(h?).

(b) If Jy = &/Rh3 for some constant & > 0, Bio # Bo without further restrictions.

For the upper-level estimator, similar to the result in the standard asymptotic regime, the order of bias
depends on the choice of kernel. With a uniform kernel, the upper-level estimator is equally robust to large

J; as the lower-level estimator. For other kernels, a non-vanishing bias emerges when Jy ~ 1/h.

Theorem 10. In the setting of Theorem 9, we have the following result.

(a) If Jn =o(1/h),
Bup — Bo = (InR)TT 4 O(h + J3h?),

13We note that, as always, these asymptotics should not be interpreted literally, as the data-generating process changing with
N. Rather, they aim to provide a better asymptotic approximations in the presence of non-trivial clusters of close elections.

17



where TY* s defined in Appendiz A.6.1. If the condition (21) does not hold for k, T"* % 0 in

general.
(b) If Iy =&/h for some £ > 0, then Bup # Bo without further restrictions.

(¢c) If k satisfies the condition (21) (e.g., uniform kernel) and Jy = o(1/h?),
/Bup - /80 = O(h2 + JNhg)-

(d) If k satisfies the condition (21) and Jn = &£/h3 for some constant & > 0, B~up # By without further

restrictions.

Growing-correlation regime. To quantify the effect of approximately perfect correlation, we consider a

specific regime where
ri=1/1—p%Ri+pNRj, RiRi,....Ry | J; "5" N(0,1). (23)
for some py — 0. We primarily consider the critical regime
pn = ch, for some constant ¢ € (0, 00).

In this regime, as long as one election for a unit is narrow, a non-vanishing fraction of others are narrow, too.
Due to the complication of close-to-perfect correlation, we make additional structural assumptions, similar
to (4):
E[V; | si,7i] = Z s;u(ry), o) =vH(r)I(r>0)+v (r)I(r <0),
JE€ET:
where (V,v) € {(X,x),(Y,y)} and v*(-) € C? are some fixed functions that do not vary with N. For example,
when xt(r) = 1,27 (r) = 0,y " (r) =72,y (r) = 0,

X, = Z siI(r; >0), Y= Z s;rH (r; > 0),
JET; JET:

up to idiosyncratic noise. Lastly, we fix the distribution of (s1,...,s7,) | (r1,...,77), Ji-

Our key results here are that (i) the O(h?) bias of the lower-level estimator is robust in the critical regime
only if a uniform kernel is used and (%) the O(h?) bias of the upper-level estimator breaks down in the critical
regime but persists when the correlation of running variables grows more slowly.

More specifically, we find that the lower-level estimator generally has a first-order bias, except when the
uniform kernel is used, in which case a second-order bias is retained. Notably, the uniform kernel is “special”
for the lower-level estimator in this regime for a reason that is fundamentally different from why it is special
for the upper-level estimator under the standard asymptotic regime. In particular, other kernels that satisfy

the condition (21) do not yield a second-order bias in this case.

Theorem 11. Under the growing-correlation regime described above and Assumptions 1, 2, and 4, as h — 0,

we have the following results.

(a) Bio — Bo = hL'°° (¢) + O(h?), where T (¢) is defined in Appendiz A.6.2.
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en k 1s the uniform kerne =0 an
(b) Wh he uniform kernel, T'°°" = 0 and
Blo - [30 = O(h2)

This result highlights that, although the lower-level specification looks like a standard fuzzy RD specification,
the RDA structure, in which multiple subunits belong to the same unit, can change the asymptotic properties
of the estimator.

For the upper-level estimator, the uniform kernel surprisingly does not improve the order of bias in this
regime. Instead, all kernels produce a first-order bias. Thus, the upper-level estimator is comparable to lower-
level estimator when a non-uniform kernel is used but less robust to high correlation of running variables

otherwise.

Theorem 12. In the setting of Theorem 11,

Bup - 50 = hl—ullp,cor (C) + O(h2)7
up,cor up,cor

where '] (¢) is defined in Appendix A.6.2. Furthermore, when k is the uniform kernel, T'] (¢) #0 for

any ¢ € (0, 00) without further restrictions.

Results in progress suggest that the O(h?) bias of the upper-level estimator with a uniform kernel is

preserved if the correlation among running variables for the same unit grows more slowly: py = O(h~/3).

4 Extensions: Spillovers and Temporal Aggregation

So far, we have considered settings in which the outcome is measured at a higher level of cross-sectional (for
instance., spatial) aggregation than the RD events. In this section, we briefly discuss two related settings
to which our RDA ideas should extend. Section 4.1 considers estimation of spillovers in RD settings, while

Section 4.2 focuses on aggregating RD events over time.

4.1 Spillovers from RD Events

A number of studies consider spillovers from discontinuity events. Instead of units and subunits, we now have
outcome units i and intervention units j.'* In spillover settings, the exogenous (“contextual”) peer effects
model is often used, in which the endogenous variable X; is the number or fraction of treated peers. When
the intervention is determined by a cutoff rule, the resulting X; satisfies equation (1), with J; reinterpreted
as the set of i’s peers and s;; equal to one or 1/.J; for the number and fraction of treated peers, respectively.
The X; corresponding to the endogenous linear-in-means peer effects model, i.e. the average outcome of the
peers (Manski, 1993), has a similar structure.

Both of our estimators extend straightforwardly to this setting. For the upper-level estimator, the RDA
instrument is still defined by (6), with C; reinterpreted as the set of i’s peers with narrow elections. The
lower-level estimator can now take two equivalent forms. The stacked equation can be defined at the bilateral

level: on a sample of pairs {(i,7): j € C;}, estimate

Y; = BXi +7'W; ++/q; + error;, (24)

14 This terminology is common when analyzing experiments on bipartite networks (e.g., Zigler and Papadogeorgou (2021)).
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with z; as the IV for X; and s;kp(r;) as weights. This is still a standard fuzzy RD specification with
a continuous treatment, albeit with both i and j potentially observed multiple times. Absent additional
i-level controls, i.e. if W; = 0, one can also obtain the same estimate B by collapsing (24) to the level of
intervention units j with narrow elections. This entails averaging across outcome units that are j’s neighbors:
i.e., estimating

Y; = BX; +9/qj + errorj, (25)

where Y; = N% >iez, Yi and X; = N% >

; ; 15
z; and using s;kp(r;)N; as weights.

iez, Xi for I; = {i: j € J;} and N; = |I;|, instrumenting X, with
While the insights of our paper should apply in these settings, network dependence of the data may

require technical adjustments to our theoretical results, which we leave to future work.

4.2 RD Aggregation over Time

Another setting in which RDA ideas can be useful is when multiple RD events are aggregated over time. For
instance, one may specify a state-level treatment as the share of years in the last decade when a Democratic
governor is in power (in a cross-section of states or a panel with a rolling window). Our upper-level estimator
would entail instrumenting this treatment with the share of years in which the current governor is a Democrat
who won in a narrow election, and controlling for the share of years determined by narrow elections, along
with the other RDA controls. In turn, the lower-level estimator would involve stacking all narrow elections
of the previous decade, repeating the same outcome and aggregated treatment, and including standard RD
controls.

Our formal results apply directly if earlier elections do not impact later ones. However, with temporal
aggregation, this can be a strong assumption: for instance, it precludes incumbency advantage in the electoral
context (Lee, 2008). We conjecture that this assumption can be relaxed and our estimators continue to be

valid in this case, so long as the exclusion restriction (3) is maintained.'®

5 RDA in Practice

To illustrate the practical implications of the RDA approach, we first compare our two estimators to the
current empirical practice. We then apply the approach to estimate the effects of lower unionization rates on

U.S. earnings inequality.

5.1 Comparison to Current Practice

Many published articles feature designs suitable for RDA. We identified over 50 such papers from economics
and political science listed in Appendix Table Al. In this section, we summarize how the empirical strategies
employed by those articles differ from our proposed estimators. Appendix B provides a detailed paper-by-

paper comparison.

15Note that )_(j is a convoluted treatment: it is the average treatment X; of j’s neighbors where X; itself is an average or sum
of its neighbors’ RD shocks. The first-stage captures that, when j is treated, the average treatment exposure X; of j’s neighbors
mechanically goes up.

16 An even more complex version of this setting is when elections are not regular and the previous election’s result can affect
whether election is held in a future year (Cellini et al. (2010), Jackson and Mackevicius (2024)). We leave the analysis of such
settings to future work.
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We classify papers using RD with aggregated outcomes into three main groups. The first group gives
up available RD variation entirely, even if the same variation is simultaneously used for outcomes defined
at the level of RD events. These papers employ difference-in-differences or similar designs instead. While
the underlying parallel trends assumption is often hard to justify ex ante, continuity assumptions underlying
conventional RD and inherited by RDA are usually more convincing, yielding more credible estimates.

Papers in the second—and most populous—group estimate some specification at the upper level, with the
main difference relative to our upper-level estimator in the set of included covariates. Most papers include
the first RDA control, which makes those estimators consistent. While some variations on the second RDA
control have been proposed (e.g., the average of all running variables), we are not aware of any paper that
includes the weighted sum of running variables from narrow elections only. Moreover, we are not aware of
any variant on the third RDA control, with the exception of Cunat et al. (2012) who include polynomials
on the left and on the right separately that take as an input the aggregation of all running variables. This
is opposite from how the RDA controls from Section 2.2 are constructed, by computing (local) polynomials
of one running variable at a time first and aggregating them after. Absent the three RDA controls, the
upper-level estimators from the existing literature do not have a second-order bias guarantee (recall Theorem
4).

Papers in the third group, which estimate specifications at the lower level, also diverge from our lower-level
estimator in at least one of two ways. First, some of the papers throw out useful variation, e.g. by focusing
on units with one narrow election only. Second, many of these papers estimate a reduced-form rather than
IV regression, which suffers from both conceptual and practical issues discussed in the Appendix.

Appendix B further discusses empirical practice for estimating RD spillovers. We have identified groups
of papers implementing specifications at the level of outcome units 4, intervention units j, and the pair level
(4,4). Still, with the exception of Dube et al. (2019), none of those specifications coincide with those proposed

in Section 4.1, with issues resembling those arising in RD aggregation settings.

5.2 Application: The Impact of Unions on U.S. Inequality

We now apply the RDA identification strategy to estimate the effect of unions on wage inequality within
state-by-industry cells in the U.S.. Section 5.2.1 introduces the empirical setting and adapts the RDA design
to this application. Section 5.2.2 describes the data construction and presents summary statistics. Section
5.2.3 validates our research design in a series of balance tests. Section 5.2.4 presents the empirical results,
and Section 5.2.5 explores the mechanisms behind them. Section 5.2.6 concludes by discussing what these

results mean for the contribution of declining unions to growing inequality in the U.S..

5.2.1 Empirical Setting and Specifications

Trade unions are significant labor market institutions in all Western countries, including the U.S.. Over the
last 100 years, union density in the U.S. has followed an inverse U-shaped pattern: there was a sharp increase
in unionization during the Roosevelt era (1930-45), a relative steady state of high unionization rates from
1945 to 1960, and a continuous decline since the 1960s (Farber et al., 2021, Figure 1). The strong negative
correlation between this trend and the U-shaped pattern of U.S. income inequality (e.g., Piketty et al., 2018)
contributes to the widespread perception of a relationship between the two phenomena.

Recent studies have explored the relationship between unionization and inequality (Callaway and Collins,
2018; Collins and Niemesh, 2019; Fortin et al., 2021; Farber et al., 2021; Baker et al., 2025). Although these

studies report a significant negative association between unions and inequality in a cross-section or a panel,
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a causal interpretation for most of those results requires strong assumptions, as illustrated by the quotes in
the Introduction. Notably, none of these studies adopted the RD approach that is common in the analyses of
the union effects on establishment-level outcomes (DiNardo and Lee, 2004; Sojourner et al., 2015; Frandsen,
2021).

Unionization in the U.S. occurs at the level of a bargaining unit, defined as “a group of two or more
employees who share community of interest and may reasonably be grouped together for purposes of collective
bargaining” (National Labor Relations Board, 1997, p.12). In most cases, a bargaining unit corresponds to a
single establishment, representing on average close to half of the establishment’s workforce (Frandsen, 2021).17
The election typically offers two choices: for or against union formation. To form a union, a majority of 50%
plus one out of the cast votes is necessary, lending itself to an RD design.

We exploit the discontinuities from narrow union elections to estimate union effects at the more aggregate
level of state-industry cells. Specifically, we define the outcome AYy;; as the change in an economic outcome
(e.g., a measure of wage inequality) in state s and industry i during decade ¢,'® and the endogenous treatment
NewUnionsg;; as the share of newly unionized workers. The latter is measured as the ratio of the number
of workers in the region-industry cell who join unions through unionization elections (both narrow and not)
during the decade and the employment in the cell at the beginning of the decade.

Looking at outcomes beyond the establishment level has two advantages. First, it allows us to study the
effects on measures, such as inequality, that are typically defined at more aggregated levels. Second, even
for outcomes—such us average wages—that can be measured by establishment, our estimates capture the
effects due to the spillovers of unionization on other establishments within the same cell.'® Defining cells as
a combination of state and industry follows the approach of Fortin et al. (2021, 2022). Establishments in the
same state and industry often compete for the same workers and therefore may adjust wages or even enter
or exit the market in response to another establishment’s unionization.2°
Applying our upper-level IV solution from Section 2.2 to this setting, we estimate the following structural

equation and first-stage:

AYy; = BNewUnionsg;t + v Qsit + FEg + FEj + errorg;, (26)
NewUnionsy; = 72 + p' Qsit + FEg + FEj + errorg,. (27)

Here the instrument Zg;; is the employment share of the bargaining units unionized in a narrow election in

the state-industry employment. Formally, Zs; = > sjz; where Cqy; is the set of close elections in the s¢

jecsit

17To be precise, Frandsen (2021, Table 1) reports an average of 93 votes and 254 total employees in his sample covering most
unionization elections between 1980-2009. Using data from all unionization elections in this period, we found an average turnout
rate of 85% (as a fraction of eligible voters), suggesting a typical bargaining unit size of approximately 109 employees (93/0.85).
This indicates that bargaining units represented about 43% (109/254) of the total workforce in establishments holding elections.

18We use differenced outcome variables both to increase estimation power and as a way to reduce potential bias from manip-
ulated unionization election results, as suggested by Frandsen (2017, 2021). Additionally, using differenced outcome variables
aligns with our treatment—the rate of new unionization—representing much of the variation in the change in the share of
unionized workers.

9These estimates should be interpreted as the sum of direct and spillover effects. When establishment-level data are available,
one can isolate them from each other via the RDA approach. Working with publicly available data, we leave this to future
research.

20 Aggregating the analysis to purely geographic units — either states (Farber et al., 2021) or economic areas similar to
commuting zones (such as Census State Economic Areas in Collins and Niemesh (2019)) — could help capture cross-industry
spillovers, but such aggregation is not feasible for our study. State-level aggregation would substantially reduce statistical power,
as typical cells would contain many close elections, and the law of large numbers would eliminate most identifying variation in
our RDA approaches. Meanwhile, data limitations do not allow us to achieve spatial resolution that is finer than states. For
metropolitan areas, Census public files report geographic units less aggregated than states. However, both the number of these
units and their boundaries change each decade, hindering the construction of panel data and the use of differenced outcomes.
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cell during decade t (precisely defined below), z; = I (r; > 0) is the dummy that the vote share for the union
strictly exceeds 50% in workplace j, for r; defined as the union vote share minus 0.5, and s; is the number
of eligible voters in election j as a fraction of the cell employment at the beginning of the decade.?! Given
the theoretical advantage of using the uniform kernel (Theorem 3), we employ it throughout the application.
The covariates @s;; consist of the three RDA controls defined by (7); in this context they represent the share

of employment involved in narrow elections (3 sj), a rescaled average of the running variable r; in

jECsi
close elections (};cc . $;7j), and a rescaled avejzraget of the running variable in close wins (3_;cc sjr;.r).
Finally, FE, and F E;; are state-by-decade and industry-by-decade fixed effects, respectively, included solely
to increase estimation power, as the RDA design alone should be sufficient to obtain causal estimates.??
We also explore specifications with different sets of fixed effects. To obtain more efficient and economically
meaningful estimates, we weight each observation by the cell employment at the beginning of the decade.
We also apply the stacking approach of Section 2.2, which involves estimating the following structural

equation and first-stage in the sample of narrow unionization elections j:

AY;yigiee) = BNewUnions,(jyiyej) + 7' + FEs(yg) + FEigy) + errory, (28)
NewUnionss(j)i(yii) = 72 + 065 + FEsyei) + FEigiyey) + error;. (29)

where s(5),4(j),t(j) respectively indicate the state, industry, and decade in which election j took place and
g; consist of the standard RD controls: a constant, the vote margin, and that margin interacted with the
union getting a majority. The structural equation is identical to the upper level specification, except for the
controls and the error term. We weight observations by the number of eligible workers in each workplace j,

which equals the product of the cell-level importance weight (i.e., beginning-of-period employment) and s;.

5.2.2 Data

We collect data on unionization and labor market outcomes by state, industry, and decade over five decades,
from 1960s to 2000s.2® The data on establishment-level union elections is from the National Labor Review
Board (NLRB), maintained by Henry Farber and John-Paul Ferguson. For each election, we observe the
state, industry, and year, as well as the total number of eligible workers and the votes cast for and against.
We construct the treatment variable NewUnions,;; using the results of all elections. The instrument, in
turn, aggregates only the elections that satisfy three criteria. First, it only includes close elections, defined
by the vote share for the union of 50 & 10 percent (the smallest bandwidth employed in recently published
papers that employ the RD strategy in the context of U.S. unions; Knepper (2020); Frandsen (2021)).24

Second, we exclude tied elections and elections with a 1-vote margin, as there is evidence of manipulation in

21'We distinguish between winning and obtaining a majority of the votes, as in a very small fraction of cases the final result
was revised due to an appeal process. Our setting is “fuzzy” in this sense, and we handle it similarly to the standard fuzzy RD
design: the instrument and the third RD control, 'r;', are defined based on crossing the 50% cutoff, while the treatment is based
on actual union victory.

22We do not include state-by-industry fixed effects both because the outcome is already measured in differences and because
including such fixed effects would result in a substantial reduction of the sample: our industry definitions change after 2000,
leading to only one post-2000 state-by-industry observation (see Section 5.2.2).

23This period was chosen based on the availability of unionization data, which is accessible from 1961 onwards and contains
industry variables until the beginning of 2009.

24The 10p.p. bandwidth also closely aligns with the optimal bandwidth for local linear estimation. Applying the Calonico
et al. (2014) procedure to our lower-level specification across our main six inequality outcomes, we find optimal bandwidths
ranging from 9.1% to 13.9%, with an average of 11.2%. We also check robustness to using a 15% bandwidth which is also used
by Knepper (2020) and Frandsen (2021).
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such elections (Frandsen, 2021). Finally, we drop elections with less than 20 votes, as is customary in the
unionization literature (DiNardo and Lee, 2004; Lee and Mas, 2012; Frandsen, 2021).2°

Our wage inequality measures and other wage-related outcomes by state, industry, and year are based
on the decennial population census samples from 1960 to 2000, supplemented by the American Community
Survey for 2009-2013 that represents 2010. With some variation over the years, these samples represent
roughly 5% of the U.S. population. We include observations from all 50 states, as well as from the District
of Columbia, defined as an additional state. We only include workers with a strong attachment to the labor
market, defined as working 50-52 weeks during the year and at least 20 hours per week on average.?6 Two
of our main inequality outcomes are computed using total labor income: the Gini index and the top-10%
income share. For the other measures, we calculate the average annual hourly pre-tax wage of each worker
by dividing the total annual wage income by the product of the number of weeks employed and the average
hours worked per week last year. We then compute the college wage premium, the log 90-10 wage ratio,
the variance of log wages, and the variance of residual log wages from a Mincer (1974) regression controlling
for education, experience, race, and gender.?” The construction of the inequality measures, which follows
Lemieux (2006), Autor et al. (2008), and Farber et al. (2021) with minor modifications, is detailed in the Data
Appendix (Appendix C). For the inequality measures to be meaningful, we restrict the sample to include
only cells with more than 1,000 workers after applying census projection weights.?®

We additionally use the Current Population Survey (CPS) Monthly and Annual Social and Economic
Supplement samples. We measure union density in each cell and year based on the self-reported union
coverage question. We also construct two measures of worker benefits: indicators of a pension plan and
employer-sponsored health insurance coverage. These questions are available from 1977-2014; to increase
sample size we combine CPS data from several years to represent each decennial census year, as detailed in
the Data Appendix. The cleaning process for the CPS data is otherwise the same as for the census data.

A challenge in the data construction process was to harmonize industry definitions over a long period
and between different data sources. The NLRB data is based on the SIC and NAICS schemes, depending on
the year, while the population census, ACS, and CPS use a different classification. We created two distinct
coding schemes. Until 2000, our industry coding is based on the initial two digits of the SIC87 codes; from
2000 onwards, it relies on the initial three digits of the NAICS97 industry classification. In both cases, we
merged a few categories, resulting in 70 industries categories pre-2000 and 73 (different) categories post-2000
that cover all private sectors.2’ To calculate differenced outcomes for each decade, we estimate all measures

for the year 2000 based on both schemes.?? In total, we were able to match 93% of unionization elections to

25During the period of our analysis, there are two types of unionization elections: certification elections, where workers attempt
to form a new union, and decertification elections, where workers or employers try to dissolve an existing union. The rules for
both types of elections are identical, as are the consequences: if the union receives a strict majority of votes, it will be certified
or re-certified; if not, it will be decertified. The vast majority of elections are certification elections, accounting for 86.5% of
elections and covering 89.7% of the workers. We do not distinguish between these two types of elections in our analysis; e.g.,
NewUnionsg;; counts workers in both newly certified and re-certified unions. Our results are robust to restricting the set of
elections used for the treatment and instrument construction to certification elections only.

26We exclude from the sample workers who worked fewer than 50 weeks, as they have a higher likelihood of having switched
industries during the past year, in which case we could attribute their annual income to the wrong industry.

27Residualization is done in each decade separately. Education is measured as five groups (less than high school, high school,
some college, college, and more than college); experience enters as a quartic polynomial.

28This entails dropping 23.4% of the cells, but only 0.8% of total employment and 1.5% of close unionization elections. We
verify there are no remaining cells with fewer than 10 raw observations. For measures based on smaller samples, such as for the
average college wage, we further exclude cells with fewer than 10 relevant observations at the beginning or at the end of the
decade.

29The NLRB data do not cover public sector unionization and, thus, those industries are excluded from our analysis. Our
classification is more detailed than 10-11 industries used by Fortin et al. (2021, 2022).

30Since the 2000 census industry question was based on the NAICS industry scheme, we relied on the IPUMS crosswalk to
match observations to the SIC-based census industries. While this could introduce noise in the 1990-2000 differences, we find it
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our industry codes and 99% of individual census observations.

Table 1 presents summary statistics for the key variables at the state-industry-census year level, both in
levels and first-differences. While columns 1 and 2 weight cells by beginning-of-period employment (repre-
senting the full sample), columns 3 and 4 focus on the population of compliers (representing the effective
sample of our RDA estimates).?! Panel A includes outcomes, while Panel B details other cell-level statistics.
One can see, in particular, that all within-cell inequality measures show an increasing trend, mirroring na-
tional inequality trends. Comparing complier-weighted to standard averages reveals that cells in the effective
sample of RDA are substantially smaller than in the full sample (average log employment of 9.6 versus 10.8,
corresponding to 15,000 vs. 50,000 workers), have a higher share of male workers (67% versus 59%), a lower
share of college-educated workers (13% versus 23%), and are heavily concentrated in manufacturing (74%
versus 28%).

Panel C reports summary statistics for election-based variables. In an average cell and decade, there are
57 elections in which 5.8% of the workers are involved and X = 2.6% unionize. Out of these elections, 8.4
are narrow, involving 1.6% workers and leading to Z = 0.7% of workers unionizing. Unionization activity is
almost an order of magnitude larger in the complier-weighted sample: while the average number of elections
is slightly smaller (at 41), the share of workers involved in elections is 40.6%, with 15.4% unionizing. Narrow
elections in this sample involve 21.4% of workers, leading to 7.8% unionizing. Appendix Tables A2 and A3
provide additional descriptive statistics at the cell and election levels, respectively. They show in particular
that the complier-weighted sample is concentrated in the 1960s and 1970s when unionization activity was
substantially higher, as also seen in the declining number of elections since 1970s and consistent with the
negative trend in union membership reported in Panel A of Table 1.

While we only look at inequality within state-industry cells, this type of inequality is central to both the
level and growth in overall inequality. To show this, Appendix Table A4 decomposes the overall variance of log
wages into within- and between-cell components in each census year, broadly following Helpman et al. (2016).
Throughout the period, the within component of the variance is the dominant one, accounting for 73-85%
of total inequality. Moreover, the within component experienced a continuous rise, contributing significantly
to the overall increase in inequality. In contrast, the between-group component remained relatively stable,

decreasing in some periods and only experiencing a notable rise from 2000 to 2010.32

5.2.3 Balance

We now perform balance tests to illustrate how the RDA instrument and controls help isolate idiosyncratic
variation in the treatment. Column 1 of Table 2 regresses the share of all newly unionized workers (i.e., our
treatment of interest) on pre-determined covariates and lagged inequality measures from Panels A and B
of Table 1 (excluding those that are not available for all decades). The treatment is correlated with many
observables, as evidenced by the partial R? of 16.6% and a decisively rejecting F-test, which suggests that

the treatment is also likely correlated with unobservables. In column 2 we estimate the same regression for

reassuring that employment changes do not exhibit substantially higher volatility than in the decade before or after.

31Following the characterization of RDA compliers in Section 3.2, the complier weight is proportional to beginning-of-period
employment times > FECait s?, capturing the fact that with more close elections and more concentrated close-election employment
contribute more to the average of treatment effects estimated by RDA.

32 A concern in this analysis is that some of the changes in the variance components are due to the changes in the definitions of
industries in the year 2000 from SIC based to NAICS based. To address this, we conducted an identical analysis on with annual
CPS samples in Appendix Figure Al. It indicates no discernible changes in the within and between components between 2002
and 2003, the year of the CPS industry scheme change, providing strong evidence that this transition does not drive the trends
in the components. This analysis also replicates the findings from Appendix Table A4 using different data, confirming the key
role of within-cell inequality.
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Table 1: Summary Statistics

. Complier Complier Data Time
Variable Mean  Mean(A) Mean Mean(A)  Source Range
Panel A: Outcomes

Log avg hourly wage 2.640 0.022 2.614 0.050 Census  1960-2010
(0.273)  (0.111)  (0.224)  (0.116)

Log college premium 0.505 0.051 0.454 0.017 Census  1960-2010
(0.162) (0.108) (0.163) (0.151)

Log 90/10 ratio 1.325 0.074 1.140 0.053 Census  1960-2010
(0.210) (0.108) (0.183) (0.131)

Gini index 0.354 0.025 0.290 0.018 Census  1960-2010
(0.069) (0.032) (0.055) (0.037)

Top 10% share 0.287 0.018 0.240 0.011 Census  1960-2010
(0.058) (0.033) (0.042) (0.035)

Var(log hourly wage) 0.316 0.034 0.232 0.018 Census  1960-2010
(0.097) (0.048) (0.070) (0.053)

Share of union members 0.102 -0.043 0.142 -0.064 CPS 1980-2010
(0.128) (0.078) (0.131) (0.124)

Pension coverage share 0.511 -0.012 0.592 0.013 CPS 1980-2010
(0.189) (0.117) (0.171) (0.164)

Employer-sponsored insurance share 0.672 -0.058 0.756 -0.063 CPS 1980-2010

(0.161) (0.083) (0.134) (0.114)
Panel B: Other Cell-Level Measures

Log employment 10.823 0.164 9.582 0.253 Census  1960-2010
(1.231)  (0.311)  (1.111)  (0.366)
Share with college degree 0.226 0.041 0.128 0.027 Census  1960-2010
(0.162)  (0.040)  (0.115)  (0.036)
Share white 0.836 -0.026 0.866 -0.024 Census  1960-2010
(0.119)  (0.042)  (0.123)  (0.047)
Share male 0.592 -0.014 0.671 -0.037 Census  1960-2010
(0.224)  (0.041)  (0.189)  (0.054)
I (Manufacturing) 0.277 0.741 Census  1960-2010
(0.448) (0.438)
Panel C: RDA Variables (bandwidth=10%)
100 x NewUnions,;t 2.595 15.357 NLRB 1960-2010
(Share newly unionized) (5.172) (14.403)
100 x Attempts,;, 5.846 40.638 NLRB  1960-2010
(Share involved in elections) (9.716) (27.523)
100 X Zgit 0.663 7.832 NLRB  1960-2010
(Share newly unionized in close elections)  (1.642) (9.738)
100 X Y ce., 85 1.602 21.385 NLRB  1960-2010
(Share involved in close elections) (3.438) (17.444)
100 X 3 cc., $575 -0.018 -0.421 NLRB  1960-2010
(Agg. vote share in close elections) (0.121) (1.074)
100 X Y ce.., sirt 0.034 0.379 NLRB  1960-2010
(Agg. vote share in close wins) (0.085) (0.530)
# of unionization elections 56.989 41.188 NLRB  1960-2010
(85.498) (57.099)
# of close unionization elections 8.437 9.289 NLRB  1960-2010
(14.946) (11.004)

Notes: The first column displays the averages and (in parentheses) standard deviations of the end-of-decade levels of the variables,
while the second column reports these statistics for first differences over the decade. The statistics are weighted by employment
at the beginning of the decade. The third and fourth columns report analogous statistics using complier weights, defined as
beginning-of-period employment times Zjecsit s? where s; is the employment share of workplace j in the cell and the sum is
over close elections; these weights characterize the effective sample driving our RDA estimates. Observations are state-industry
cells based on SIC industry codes pre-2000 and NAICS codes thereafter. Panel A summarizes the outcome variables used in the
analysis. Panel B provides additional covariates. Panel C presents the RDA variables (scaled by a factor of 100) along with the
average numbers of all and close unionization elections within each cell. “Close elections” refer to those used to construct the
instrument and RDA controls: with a vote share for unionization of 40-60%, at least 20 eligible voters, and a vote margin of
2 votes or more. The sample is restricted to cells with more than 1,000 workers, using Census projection weights, both at the
beginning and at the end of the decade.

Sources: Decennial Census, CPS Annual and Monthly Social agg Economic Supplement, NLRB data, and authors’ calculations.



Table 2: Instrument Balance

NewUnions Z
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Log avg hourly wage;—1 0.613 -0.004 -0.151 0.005
(0.563) (0.109) (0.064) (0.027)
Log college premium;_; 3.285 1.548 0.064 -0.006
(0.406) (0.134) (0.079) (0.034)
Log 90/10 ratioz—1 3.516 0.790 -0.048 0.046
(0.668) (0.204) (0.110) (0.053)
Gini index;—1 -66.693 -16.444 -0.837 0.208
(6.288) (1.480) (0.859) (0.387)
Top 10% share;_1 48.512 10.937 0.415 -0.140
(5.997) (1.337) (0.780) (0.359)
Var(log hourly wage):—1 -8.299 -2.211 -0.011 -0.183
(1.499) (0.302) (0.179) (0.087)
Log employment;_1 -0.149 -0.060 0.003 -0.004
(0.054) (0.016) (0.009) (0.004)
Share with college degree;_1 -0.960 0.051 0.332 0.092
(0.744) (0.184) (0.102) (0.050)
Share white;_1 -1.779 -0.458 -0.314 -0.024
(0.577) (0.183) (0.100) (0.041)
Share male;_q -0.812 -0.326 0.017 0.033
(0.514) (0.124) (0.064) (0.026)
I (Manufacturing) 1.900 0.749 -0.053 -0.009
(0.197) (0.049) (0.030) (0.013)
# significant coefficients 9 9 4 1
Partial R? 0.166 0.129 0.001 0.000
Partial F-statistic 266.5 177.6 4.1 1.2
Partial F-test, p-value 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.252
RDA controls None None 37 . . s; All
Observations 12,459 12,459 12,459 12,459

Notes: Balance tests based on OLS estimates weighted by employment at the beginning of the decade. The outcome variable
in the first column is the share of all newly unionized workers, while the next three columns focus on shares joining through
close elections, with a bandwidth of 10% applied to define close elections. Column 3 additionally incorporates the first RDA
control, zjecsit s, and column 4 adds the remaining RDA variables, Zjecsu sjrj and Zjecm sj 7";* Heteroskedasticity-robust
standard errors are shown in parentheses.

Sources: Decennial Census, NLRB data, and authors’ calculations.

our instrument: the share of workers who join a union through close elections; the conclusion is unchanged.
In column 3, the inclusion of the first RDA control that represents the share of workers involved in narrow
union elections vastly changes the statistics. The partial R? decreases massively to 0.1%, the F-statistic of
the covariates’ joint significance shrinks from 177.6 to 4.1, and most coefficients become orders of magnitude
smaller. Yet, covariates are still jointly significant. When we finally add the two other RDA controls to the
regression in column 4, the partial R? becomes essentially zero and, while one out of eleven covariates is
individually significant, jointly they are not (p-value of 25.2%). The lack of correlation between the residual
variation in our instrument and the observables speaks in favor of the validity of our IV strategy. In Appendix
Table A5 we replicate this analysis with a 15% bandwidth defining close elections, and the same patterns
emerge.

Appendix Table A6 performs a related pre-trend and placebo analysis, using predetermined covariates

and lagged outcomes, both in levels and differences, as dependent variables when estimating the reduced-form
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of our upper-level IV specification:

Yoit = pZsit + ' Qsit + FEg + FE;; + errorg;,. (30)

Out of the 15 coefficients, only the lagged ALog 90/10 coefficient is marginally significant at the 5% level
when using conventional standard errors and none when employing robust bias-corrected confidence intervals
of Calonico et al. (2014).

5.2.4 Baseline Results: Effects on Earnings Inequality

Table 3 examines the impact of unionization on six measures of income inequality: the college premium, the
90-10 wage ratio, the Gini coefficient, the top-10% income share, the variance of log hourly wages and the
variance of residual log wages from a Mincer (1974) regression controlling for education, experience, race, and
gender. Panel A shows the estimates using the upper-level approach, while Panel B shows the coefficients
obtained at the lower level. Along with each estimate, we report robust bias-corrected confidence intervals
following Calonico et al. (2014), obtained using the RDrobust package in R.33

The results reveal a negative effect of unionization on all measures of inequality, with 95% confidence
intervals rejecting zero effects in columns 3-5 and with large but statistically insignificant negative effects for
the college premium and the 90-10 wage ratio. Specifically, upper-level estimates suggest that an increase of 1
percentage point in new unionization reduces the college premium by 0.42 log-points, the 90-10 ratio by 0.50
log-points, the Gini coefficient by 0.0017, the top-10 income share by 0.14 percentage points, and the variance
of log wages by 0.0026 (which is around 1% of its mean). Lower-level estimates are moderately smaller in
magnitude but show the same statistical significance. Figure 1 visualizes these results with standard RD
plots for the first-stage and reduced-form lower-level specifications (excluding the fixed effects to stay closer
to the raw data).

Appendix Table A7 reports several robustness tests for these results, focusing on the upper-level analyses.
First, we replace our baseline bandwidth of 10% with 15% bandwidth, a common ad hoc choice in the
literature (e.g., Frandsen (2021); Knepper (2020)). Second, we exclude union decertification elections from
the construction of the treatment, instrument, and RDA controls. Third, we replace state-year and industry-
year fixed effects (FEs) with separate state, industry, and year FEs, or with no FEs at all. Fourth, we
perform estimation without initial employment weights. Fifth, we exclude cells with very high unionization
activity, defined as more than 25% of cell employees taking part in unionization attempts. Most of the results
are similar to those from Table 3. Finally, we estimate the RDA version of a local constant regression that
does not include the second and third RDA controls, i.e. aggregates of the running variables, as commonly
done in the literature. The coefficients remain negative but are only marginally significant and much smaller,
illustrating substantial bias of such specifications (recall Theorem 4).

We also explore effect heterogeneity, with the caveat that statistical power of these comparisons is limited.
Appendix Table A8 splits the data by decade. While estimates are negative for all inequality measures in
each decade, they are smaller in magnitude in the 1960s-1970s relative to the pooled estimates, attenuated

further in the 1980s, and large in the 1990s.3* Appendix Table A9 splits the data into manufacturing versus

33To obtain confidence intervals for our upper-level approach, we use the numerically equivalent lower-level specification, per
Proposition 1. We do not use clustered inference (e.g., by state or by industry) following Theorem 8. We confirmed that clustered
standard errors do not substantially exceed heteroskedasticity-robust ones.

34The effects are very large but very noisy in the 2000s as unionization activity declined. In unreported results we have verified
that excluding this decade does not materially change the pooled estimates.
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Figure 1: Lower-Level Specifications: RD Plots
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Notes: The first plot visualizes the first-stage specification (29) with no fixed effects. The other plots visualize the

reduced-form version of (28) with no fixed effects for the outcomes included in columns 1-5 of Table 3 and column 1 of Table
5. The sample, weights, and outcome definitions are the same as in Panel B of the relevant tables. The x-axis represents the
union vote share in a close union election, while the y-axis shows the outcome in the corresponding region-industry cell and

year. The binned scatterplot shows 20 bins on each side of the cutoff, with each bin representing the average values for

elections within specific ranges of the running variable. These ranges were selected so that, on each side of the cutoff, each
point represents observations with the same sum of weights. The lines correspond to the local linear estimates. “A” stands for

the first difference over a decade.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table 4: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Changes in Union Density and Fringe Benefits

Union Pension Health insurance
density coverage rate coverage rate
(1) (2) (3)
Panel A: Upper-Level Estimator
Share newly unionized 1.059 1.814 0.279
(0.654) (0.801) (0.503)
[-0.386,2.599]  [-0.063,3.542] [-0.866,1.234]
Mean outcome 0.098 0.511 0.672
Mean Aoutcome -0.043 -0.012 -0.058
Mean treatment 1.08% 1.40% 1.40%
RDA controls v v v
Industry-decade
and state-decade FE v f v
Observations 7,860 6,461 6,505

Panel B: Lower-Level Estimator

Share newly unionized 0.427 0.898 0.337
(0.324) (0.494) (0.323)
[-0.315,1.254] [-0.215,2.150]  [-0.449,1.014]
Mean outcome 0.154 0.569 0.737
Mean Aoutcome -0.066 -0.002 -0.063
Mean treatment 3.90% 4.42% 4.46%
RDA controls v v v

Industry-decade
and state-decade FE v v v
Observations 14,084 13,677 13,705

Notes: This table reports IV estimates from the same specifications as in Table 3 but for different outcomes: union density,
pension coverage rate, and employment-sponsored insurance coverage rate. The outcomes are based on the CPS data and
measured for the period from 1980-2010.

Sources: Decennial Census, CPS Annual and Monthly Social and Economic Supplement, NLRB unionization data; authors’
calculations.

other industries and into right-to-work and other states (Holmes, 1998). All estimates are negative, with no
notable differences by the right-to-work status. The effects in non-manufacturing industries are 2-5 times
larger than those in manufacturing, though the non-manufacturing sample is much smaller and the estimators
are much noisier. Smaller effects in manufacturing could perhaps be explained by weaker union power, as
employers can relocate production to non-unionized establishments.

While we specified the treatment variable to be the rate of new unionization, the results would also be
similar if we considered changes in union density, i.e. in the overall share of unionized workers. The latter
measure would take into account differential employment growth of unionized and non-unionized establish-
ments, as well as establishment entry and exit. Unfortunately, union density is only observed in the CPS
since 1977. Thus, in the spirit of the first-stage for two-sample IV (Angrist and Pischke, 2009, Ch.4.3),
we estimate the effect of new unionization rates (from the NLRB data) on union density (from the CPS
monthly samples) for the shorter period of 1980-2010.2> The coefficient is reported in the first column of
Table 4. This coefficient may be smaller than one due to various types of measurement error: both on the

right-hand side (discrepancies arising from out-of-state workers, errors in coding the industry of unionization,

35We informally think of this analysis as a first-stage, except that this is an IV specification leveraging close elections for the
instrument as before.
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or lower employment growth in unionized establishments) and on the left-hand side (misclassification of the
union coverage variable in the CPS leading to a non-classical measurement error).36 Conversely, if unionized
workplaces have higher employment growth, the first-stage parameter might exceed one. In the data, we
find estimates ranging from 0.43 to 1.06 (with a smaller lower-level estimate where the Table 3 coefficients
are correspondingly smaller), suggesting that our main IV estimates are robust to using the change in the
self-reported share of total unionized workers as the endogenous variable.

We next investigate what drives the negative union effects on inequality.

5.2.5 Mechanisms

Panel A of Figure 2 investigates the sources of the inequality reduction due to unionization, finding that it
originates primarily from the decline in earnings among high-earners, rather than an increase at the bottom
of the earnings distribution. Specifically, we report union effects across the earnings distribution: for each
of twenty equally-sized quantile bins, it uses as the outcome the change in the average log wage within the
bin. The effect of unionization is close to zero in the bottom half of the wage distribution, moderately
negative between the 50th and 90th percentiles, and then declines sharply for the highest earners, with large
and statistically significant negative effects concentrated in the top-5% bin. Consistent with these patterns,
column 1 of Table 5 reports a negative, albeit marginally insignificant, effect on the average log wage.

The negative wage effects are puzzling in light of standard bargaining models that predict a positive union
wage premium (Freeman and Medoff, 1984) and extensive empirical evidence supporting such effects (Card,
1996; Farber et al., 2021; Naidu and Schoefer, 2024). We next examine four mechanisms that may reconcile
our findings with this prior evidence: wage drop for managers, changes in workforce composition, increases
in fringe benefits, and dynamics of the effects.

Columns 2 and 3 of Table 5 reveals that much of the negative wage effect is driven by managers. Column
2 reports a sizable, albeit statistically insignificant, negative coefficient on managers’ wages (—0.38 to —0.50),
while Column 3 shows that the effect on average wages falls by 40% when managers are excluded. This pattern
is consistent with unions being legally prohibited from representing managerial workers. We find similar effects
for college vs. non-college workers wages in columns 4 and 5, potentially explained by differences in union
representation, t00.37

To understand how unionization affects the composition of workers — our second mechanism — Appendix
Table A11 shows that unionization has unequal effects on employment across worker groups with different
earnings potential. There is no clear negative effect on overall employment, nor on the employment of high-
school graduates. In contrast, employment of workers with a college degree or more declines substantially in
response to unionization. Similarly, employment effects are more negative for managers than non-managers,
albeit with a smaller difference.

These compositional differences can account for some — but not all — of the negative wage impact of
unions on inequality. This can be seen in Column 6 of Table 3 which estimates the impacts on the variance of
log wages residualized on education, race, gender, an experience. The negative impact roughly halves relative
to the effect on the variance of non-residualized log wages in column 5.

A third possible explanation for the negative effects on average wages is substitution toward fringe benefits.

We examine this by estimating the effects of unionization on health insurance and pension coverage in columns

36Based on a 1977 validation survey, the estimate for the misclassification rate in the union variable is 2.7% (Card, 1996).

37 Appendix Table A10 conducts several robustness checks for these results. The overall conclusion of a negative effect on
average wages driven by managers and high earners is preserved (with the single exception of managers vs. non-managers in
the specification without any fixed effects).
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Figure 2: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Changes of the Wage Distribution
Panel A: Average Effect (1-10 years)
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Notes: Panel A reports upper-level IV estimates of the effect of new unionization on wages at different segments of the
within-cell wage distribution. Each point represents a coefficient from specification (26), with the outcome defined as the
decadal change in average log wages in a given 5-percentile range (05, 5-10, ..., 95-100). The shaded area indicates 95%
confidence intervals. Panel B reports the short-run effect (1-5 years), by restricting variable definitions to close elections in
years ending 5-9 in each decade. Panel C reports the long-run effect (6-10 years), by using elections from years ending 0-4.
The horizontal red lines show the pooled effects estimated from column 1 of Table 5, Panel A, and column 1 of Appendix
Table A13, Panels A and B.

Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table 5: The Impact of Unions on 10-Year Average Log Wage Changes

All workers

Mgmt

Non-Mgmt

College

High school

All workers

(residualized)
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
Panel A: Upper-Level Estimator
Share newly unionized -0.173 -0.378 -0.103 -0.271 -0.063 -0.095
(0.119) (0.320) (0.120) (0.292) (0.138) (0.098)
[-0.505,0.082]  [-1.129,0.416] [-0.433,0.150] [-0.915,0.489] [-0.401,0.252] [-0.368,0.119]
Mean outcome 2.640 3.017 2.582 3.023 2.498 0.013
Mean Aoutcome 0.022 0.041 0.015 0.013 -0.010 0.018
Mean treatment 2.59% 2.58% 2.59% 2.51% 2.60% 2.59%
RDA controls v v v v v v
Industry-decade
and state-decade FE v v v v v v
Observations 12,555 10,362 12,555 10,248 12,523 12,555
Panel B: Lower-Level Estimator
Share newly unionized -0.161 -0.496 -0.092 -0.242 -0.086 -0.079
(0.099) (0.288) (0.098) (0.286) (0.107) (0.082)
[-0.466,0.007]  [-1.225,0.133] [-0.389,0.075] [-0.898,0.416] [-0.367,0.147]  [-0.322,0.075]
Mean outcome 2.667 3.076 2.622 3.107 2.572 0.018
Mean Aoutcome 0.040 0.032 0.034 0.023 0.009 0.014
Mean treatment 9.69% 9.35% 9.69% 9.15% 9.69% 9.69%
RDA controls v v v v v v
Industry-decade
and state-decade FE v v v v v v
Observations 31,313 30,240 31,313 29,216 31,308 31,313

Notes: This table reports IV estimates from the same specifications as in Table 3 but for different outcomes. The outcome in
column 1 is the change in log average wage in the sample of all workers. In columns 2-5, the outcome is the change in the
log average wage among specific groups of workers: managerial occupations, non-managerial occupations, those with exactly a
college degree, and those with exactly a high school degree. State-industry cells with fewer than ten observations for the relevant
group at the beginning or end of the decade are excluded. In column 6, the outcome is the change in the average residual from
a Mincer regression for log wages (see footnote 27). Observations are weighted by employment at the beginning of the decade
in upper-level analyses and by the number of eligible voters at the beginning of the decade in lower-level analyses.

Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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2 and 3 of Table 4. Since both the outcomes and the endogenous variable are measured in percentages, the
coefficient is interpreted as the number of covered workers induced by one new union member. For health
insurance, the effect is small and insignificant. However, for pension coverage, we estimate that each new
union member corresponds to an increase of 1.81 pension holders (standard error of 0.80) using the upper-level
estimator and 0.90 (SE of 0.49) when the lower-level estimator is employed. Although the coefficients are
noisy, the fact that they are around one or even larger suggests a substantial spillover effect of unionization
across establishments within state-industry cells, given that some of the unionized establishments had pension
plans prior to unionization. This is consistent with the recent findings by Knepper (2020) that unionization of
establishments within firms has significant impacts on employer pension contributions on other establishments
of the same firm. Our complementary results suggest spillovers to other firms within the same state and
industry.

Our final explanation concerns dynamics. We find that short-run wage effects are negative but relatively
uniform, while the opposite happens in the long-run: unionization helps low-earners at the expense of high-
earners without affecting average wages. To evaluate such dynamics, we split elections into those happening
late in the decade (in years ending 5-9) and those happening early (years ending 0—4). For each subset,
we construct the endogenous variable — the resulting rate of new unionization — as well as the RDA
instrument and controls. Since our main outcomes are measured using decennial census data collected in
round years, the effects of late elections are interpreted as the short-run (1-5 years after unionization) while

38 In the short run

the effects of early elections as the long-run effects (6-10 years after unionization).
(Panel B of Figure 2), unions appear to reduce wages across the entire distribution, moderately stronger
above the median of the income distribution. Employment effects are also negative in the short-run (though
marginally insignificant), driven by more strongly negative and statistically significant effects on college
graduate employment (Appendix Table A13).

In the long run (Panel C of Figure 2), the pattern shifts markedly: wages rise in the lower half of the
distribution (though these effects are statistically insignificant or only marginally significant), remain largely
unchanged between the 60th and 90th percentiles, and decline sharply at the very top. Notably, the average
long-run effect on wages is small but positive, driven by the gains in the lower half of the distribution. Thus,
inequality effects from Table 3 arise from the long-run effects, while the short-run impacts are very small,
as directly shown in Appendix Table A12. Long-run employment effects are small, positive, and statistically
insignificant overall, with positive effects for high school graduates and negative effects for college graduates—
though neither reaches statistical significance.

Several factors may explain these dynamics. In what we defined as the short-run, the union premium may
not appear because many newly organized workplaces are still negotiating their first contract.?® Moreover,
Wang and Young (2022) show that employer opposition following unionization leads to significant short-run
disruption, including the relocation of production by multi-establishment firms to non-unionized plants, which
can explain the negative employment effects and could also lead to negative wage growth in the short-run.
In line with our employment results, recent evidence based on establishment-level data also indicates that
following unionization, employment of highly skilled incumbent workers shrinks (Frandsen, 2021; Kowarski

and Wasser, 2025), creating negative composition effects in the short-run. In contrast, the union wage

38We implement the two analyses as two separate regressions since, the short-run and long-run RDA instruments should be
uncorrelated after residualizing on the controls, which we verified in unreported results.

39 According to Ferguson (2008) for 19992004, the average time from union election to reaching a first contract is approximately
ten months, and there is also a non-negligible delay between the election and the NLRB’s certification of the union. As a result,
a substantial portion of newly organized workplaces remain without a finalized contract during the first years after certification.
Our survey-based wage variable reflects income in the previous calendar year creates an additional delay.
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Figure 3: The Counterfactual with Unionization Rates Remaining at the 1960s Level
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Notes: The first panel presents the actual and counterfactual rates of newly unionized workers for each decade between 1960
and 2010. The actual rate is calculated as the share of workers joining unions through unionization elections minus the share
leaving due to union decertification elections. The counterfactual rate assumes that the rate remained constant at its 1960s
level. The second panel presents the actual and counterfactual Gini coefficients of income inequality within state-industry cells,
averaged across cells (with beginning-of-decade employment weights). The counterfactual is calculated by adding to the actual
Gini the product of the unionization effect estimated in Table 3, column 3, and the cumulative shortfall in the rate of new

unionization between the actual and counterfactual scenarios. Confidence intervals for the counterfactual Gini are based on the
95% heteroskedasticity-robust confidence intervals for the treatment effect.

Sources: Decennial Census, NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.

premium and positive wage spillovers, through both “threat effects” whereby non-union employers raise wages
to prevent unionization (DiNardo and Lee, 2004) and improved outside options for non-unionized workers,
may take longer to materialize, as they depend on the gradual diffusion of union wage standards across
establishments. These long-run gains at the bottom may be accompanied with long-run losses at the top,
consistent with evidence that unions compress managerial compensation, particularly reducing equity-based
pay (DiNardo et al., 2000; Gomez and Tzioumis, 2006; Huang et al., 2017).

In sum, we show a surprising pattern that the inequality reduction arises from falling wages at the top
rather than growing wages at the bottom. Part of this pattern originate in large negative effects on managers,
who are legally excluded from union representation. Additionally, this pattern hides composition effects and
dynamics in ways that align with suggested mechanisms for direct and indirect union effects. Falling wages

are also partially offset by higher pension coverage rates.

5.2.6 How Much Did Declining Unions Contribute to Growing Inequality?

Rates of new unionization in the private sector in the U.S. experienced a massive and continuous decline
since the 1970s, as can be seen in the first panel of Figure 3. In the 1960s, the net flow of unionized workers
through unionization elections was 8.3%. This is the result of the share of workers joining unions through
unionization elections (8.9%), minus some workers leaving unions through union decertification elections.
The net flow declined consistently, reaching less than 1% in the 2000s.

Using the results in Table 3, columns 1-5, we conduct a back-of-the-envelope calculation of how much of
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Table 6: Counterfactual Inequality Measures

. Actual Counterfactual Union contribution
Inequality measure
1970 2010 Change 2010  Change as % of change
Log college premium  0.431  0.579 0.473 0.148 0.043 71.2%
(0.074) (49.6%)
Log 90/10 ratio 1.109 1.444 1.320 0.335 0.211 37.0%
(0.061) (18.2%)
Gini coefficient 0.272 0.394 0.352 0.122 0.080 34.6%
(0.016) (13.1%)
Top 10% share 0.227 0.317 0.282 0.090 0.055 38.5%
(0.015) (16.2%)
Var(Log wage) 0.218 0.371  0.305 0.152  0.087 43.1%
(0.023) (15.1%)

Notes: This table presents statistics regarding the five measures of wage inequality within state-industry cells used in Table
3, columnsl-5. The 2010 counterfactual measures are calculated by adding to each actual inequality measure the product of
the relevant treatment effect and the cumulative shortfall in new unionization resulting from the sharp decline since the 1960s.
“Change” refers to the change from the actual measure in 1970 to the actual or counterfactual measure in 2010. The “Union
Contribution” is calculated as one minus the counterfactual change in each measure divided by the actual change. The standard
errors in parentheses are based on the standard errors for the corresponding estimates in Table 3.

Sources: Decennial Census, NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.

the growth in U.S. inequality during the period of our analysis can be attributed to this sharp decline. To
this end, we compute counterfactual inequality measures that may have occurred if new unionization rates
had remained at their 1960s levels. Specifically, we add to each actual inequality measure the product of the
relevant treatment effect and the cumulative shortfall in new unionization resulting from the sharp decline
after the 1960s.

Like any back-of-the-envelope calculation, ours requires some caveats. The estimates from Table 3 ignore
dynamics within the decade (as in Figure 2B,C) and composition effects (as in Appendix Table A11), and are
identified using local variation from narrow elections. Moreover, it captures the effect of new unionization in
the contemporaneous decade, while we extrapolate it by assuming that the effect on inequality at later dates
is the same. Our analysis is also limited to assessing the effects of unions on inequality within state-industry
cells and ignores spillovers across cells. However, as shown above, within-cell inequality accounts for the
majority of overall inequality both in levels and in changes.*°

With these caveats, the second panel of Figure 3 presents the actual and counterfactual average within-cell
Gini coefficients by census year. The gap between the actual and counterfactual inequality is small in 1980
and 1990 but becomes substantial by 2000 and 2010. Appendix Figure A2 reports similar results for the
other inequality measures.

Table 6 summarizes all results of this back-of-the-envelope exercise showing a sizable contribution of
declining unions to the growing within-cell inequality between 1970 and 2010. Unions account for 35-43%
of the changes in the Gini coefficient, the 90/10 ratio, the top 10% share, and the variance of log wages.
The contribution to the log college premium is even higher (at 71.2%) but imprecisely estimated. These
estimates are moderately larger than the Farber et al. (2021, Table 1) estimates of the contribution of unions

to within-state inequality in the U.S. between 1968 and 2014.

40 Another limitation is that we assess only the effect of new unionization, not the full impact of changes in union density,
which may also result from the closure or growth of unionized establishments. However, this concern is mitigated by our earlier
finding that the effect of new unionization on union density is approximately equal to 1.
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6 Conclusion

We introduced a novel extension to the regression discontinuity design, termed Regression Discontinuity
Aggregation (RDA), which aims at identifying local average causal effects in contexts where each unit may
be exposed to multiple discontinuity events. The RDA approach is applicable when the outcome is defined
at a higher level of aggregation (e.g., in space or time) than the discontinuity events or when spillovers
of discontinuity events are of interest. We propose two estimators for causal effects in RDA settings that
build on local linear estimation in conventional sharp and fuzzy RD designs and inherit their attractive
bias-reduction properties. These solutions diverge from the estimators used—in a heuristic way—in current
empirical practice, for which no such guarantees exist.

To illustrate the usefulness of this approach, we applied the proposed estimation techniques to the effects
of unionization on earnings inequality in the U.S. at the level of state-by-industry cells. We found that
higher rates of new unionization lead to significantly lower inequality, primarily by lowering top-tier wages
rather than raising lower-end wages. As a result, the decline of unions since 1970s can explain a substantial
fraction of increased inequality. We provide evidence on possible mechanisms related to managerial wage
cuts, composition effects, compensating differential from pension coverage, and effect dynamics. Our findings
provide causal evidence supporting common perceptions about the effects of unionization on inequality that
were previously difficult to obtain as credibly.

Our paper has focused on average effects of treatments that aggregate RD shocks. However, it would be
useful to trace the entire relationship between the aggregated treatment and the outcome and identify its
nonlinearities. For instance, are the effects of unionization growing or attenuating with more unions, and are
the effects of having more women in the local legislature most pronounced when women become the majority?
Moreover, it would also be valuable to bring the attractive bias properties of the local linear approach to the
general class nonlinear RD aggregations, as in Narita and Yata (2023). We leave these important extensions

to future work.
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Appendix

A Proofs for Section 3

A.1 Two convenient reformulations

To exploit the symmetry of the problem, we redefine the independent variable (z;,¢q;) as ¢; = (¢

c;r = (I(rj > 0),rjl(7°j > 0)>, ¢ = (I(rj < 0),rjI(rj < O))
Then it is easy to see that, for the lower-level regression,
BIO,X = ﬁlﬁx - Bfo’;p BIO,Y = 51ng - Bfo’y
where, for V € {X Y},

A+ A= At oa—
(510,V7510,Va710,V771o,v)

N
:argminz Z <Vl- — 5+I(rj > 0) - ﬂff(rj < O)

i=1j€T;

2
— 7+rjl(rj > 0) — V_ij(rj < O)) sikn(r;).

Similarly, we redefine the aggregated variables (Z;, Q;) as

> sikn(ri)e

JE€ET:
Clearly, for the upper-level regression,

N Ay a _
BHP»X - ﬂup,X up, X’ /Bup,Y /Bup Y Bup,

where, for V € {X,Y},

+ a— A+ o
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Jj€T; FISNVE
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Define the Gram matrices and inner product terms for both estimators, as well as their expectations, as

follows.
Sio(h) £ Bn | D sikn(ri)eic;| . Sio(h) = E[Si(h))], (A3)
JET;
/
Sup(r) By || D simn(rides | | D simnlri)es | |+ Sup(h) = E[Sup(h)], (A4)
JET: Jj€T:
Py(h) =Bn | > sjrn(ry)e;Vi| , Pv(h) = E[Py(h)). (A5)
JET:
Then A R
ﬂﬂ:,v /BITP,V
AF - - At - 5
AIS’V = zlo(h)_lljv(h)v Au,p’v = Eup(h)_1PV(h’)'
ﬁlo,V ﬂup,V
;yl_o,V ;)lt?p,V

For both estimators, we are only concerned with B‘ﬁ — B; Here, we suppress the subscript lo or up when
the argument applies to both estimators. Let

Iy —I
U= 2 2
I —I
Note that
u-t=uj2.
Then
B - by i
=y A 8 A
YooY | =U Y| = US(hUT) T UPy(h).
=By — By By
v = %

It turns out (k) and Py (k) are easier to derive by exploiting symmetry between both sides, while USU !
and U Py have simpler expressions (in the limit).

Note that the above calculation is equivalent to replacing the regressors c; by Uc;, up to a factor 2 which
would be cancelled in the ratio (BA?; - B;)/(B; - B;{) In particular,

I(r; >0)—1I(r; <0) sign(r;)
Uc: — ’I“j[(’l“j > O) — ’I“j](’l“j < 0) _ |’I“j‘
’ I(T‘j>0)+I(Tj<0) 1
Tj](”f‘j > 0) + T’jI(T‘j < 0) rj

This is slightly different from the original RDA controls (z;, 1,75, 7“;’)
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Lastly, by (14) and (15), the pseudo-estimands can be expressed as

Bl-‘o_,V(h) ip,V(h)
ﬁ,v(h) =Y (h) 1Py (h ﬁwm) =Yu(h) Py (h
By (1) 10(h) ™" Py (h), () up(h) 7 Py (h).
Yo,v (h) Vap,v (R)

B () — By (h) B ()

sem - | |sm ]
ary - o | =Y || T GEWUTITURAR.
e —aem | em

A.2 Notation

In this subsection we define quantities that will be repeatedly used in the results and proofs. Let

g(r) =ElJis; | rj =r]- f(r), g(r) =E[Jis] |r; =1]- f(r),

* ) _ a®) (0
ar =2 k'( )y~ k'( 3
and
Gy (r) =E[Jis; V" |ry =71]- f(r), AGv(r) = AGY(r) — AGy(r),
GH® ) _ Go)® (0 _ _
a\tk = (‘/27!()» Ay = %» Aayy = aXJ;k — Gy, Yayp = a\tk + ayy
Clearly,
_Aayg
Bo = Adxg’

Further, we define
o(r,r") = E[Ji(J; = D)sjsk | rj = ryre = '] -u(r,r’),

for j # k, where w is the joint density of (r;, 7). Define
vo = w(0,0), 1 =v19(0,0) = v®Y(0,0).

Lastly, define

e = M, A, = My Mgyr| i el Ax = My, My
k — ) - - +1) - ~ ~ 9
M1 Myi1 Mpyyo Mpy1 Myyo
and
1 0 0 O 1 0 O
1 0 1 0 0 h O O 0 0 —h
D}J{: ) D}:: ) Dy, = ) U,=UDy =
0 h 0 —h 0 0 1 0 0O 0 1 0
00 0 —-h 0 —-h 0 O
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It is easy to see that

1 0 0 0
0 0 0 —-1/h
Uit = / (489)
0 0 1 0
0 —1/h 0 0

We will express the k-th element of a vector v in two ways — (v); and ejv — depending upon which one is
more convenient. Here, ej, denotes the k-th canonical basis vector in Raim(v),

We conclude the subsection with several useful identities.
Proposition Al.

Agltno =e1, Ag A1 A o = Ayt = ea,
(Agtme)r = (Ag A1 Ay )1 = (Ag P AL A AL A )1 = (Ag P As Ay o)1 = —Chias(K)

Proof of Proposition A1. By definition, 79 and 7, are the first and second columns of Ag. Thus, Ay Lo =
e1 and Aalm = ey. Since 7 is the first column of A;,

AalAlAalno = AalAlel = Aalnl = €9.

By a direct calculation, we have
(A5 'n2)1 = —Chias ().

Moreover,
AgP AL AT AV AT e = AT AL A Avey = AgT AL AT = Ayt Ares = Ayt

Thus,
(AalAlAal’f]l)l = (AO_IAle_lAle_lr]o)l = _Cbias('%)-

Lastly, since 79 is the first column of As, we have
AalAQAalﬂo = A61A261 = Aalng.

Thus,
(A5 " A2A5 o)1 = —Chias (k).

A.3 Consistency

Proof of Theorem 1. Since fy = Aayo/Aaxy, it suffices to prove

A Aa A Aa
Blox = ==L 4 05(1), Broy = —2 + op(1),
ag agp
and
Aaxo ~_ Aayo <

Bup,X = ELO (AO 17]0)1 + OP(1)7 Bup,Y = ao (AO 1770)1 + OlP’(l)'

We split the proof into the following two steps:
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(a) Bio,v = Aavo/ag + 0(1), Bup,v = (Aavo/do) - (Ag'no)1 + o(1).

(b) Biov = Bioy + 0p(1), Bup,v = Bup,v + 0p(1).

Proof of (a) for the lower-level estimator.

Fix Ve {X,Y}. Recall that {s;run(r;)c;c;

generality and hence they have identical marginal distributions. Thus,

: j € J;} are assumed to be exchangeable without loss of

E Z sikn(rj)eic; | = ElJisjrn(rj)eic)].

J:j€T:
Since cj =0,
E[Jisjrn(ry)er el 0
E[Jisjkn(r;)e;c;] = isjhn(rs)eye) ] L (A9)
0 E[Jisjrn(rj)c;c; ]
To simplify the other term, we note that
V- Vi(l;2—5) = VjJr, r; >0
Z Vi(0;2-5) =V, ;<0
Thus,
V(12—
sjkn(rj)e;Vi = sjtn(rg)ey Vili2-)
sjkn(r;) 3 Vi(0;2—5)
Using the exchangeability assumption again, we have
E[Js; NeTVi(l: 2
B| Y smlrei| = |5 Fomre vz f”] . (A10)
ied [JlSJHh(Tj)C Vi(0; 25 ]

By Assumption 4 and Lemma A6, for p € {0,1},

) =
[J SiTik h(TJ)I(( DPr; >0)] = (- 1)Ph* {agM; + o(1)},
) | =h{aocMo+o(1)},
] = (=1)Ph* {afyM1 +o(1)},
| = h{afoMo+o(1)}.

Putting all pieces into the matrix form, we have

Elo(h) - hDh {

+0(1)}Dh, (A11)
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and

Py (h) = hD
By Proposition Al,
Bt ()
~+ h
py, |Ter M| _ DySio(h) L Py ()
510,V(h)
Yo, (7)

Ag'no ave 1
O P Ho) =] 2 T o).
o o s €1

Then (a) is proved for BIO,V by extracting the first and third coordinates.

Proof of (a) for the upper-level estimator.

By exchangeability,

E {(Z Sj'fh(rj)cj') (Z
J€T: JE€T:

=FE [Z s?n%(rj)cjc;] +E [

jeTi

Sjﬁh(rj)Cj) ]

> Sjskﬂh(rj)ﬂh(rk)%c;f]

J#k:j,k€T;

= E[Jis7rp(r)e;cj] + BLL(J; — D)sjsikn(rj)rn(re)cicr]-

Replacing J;s; by JZ-s? in (A11), we obtain that

E[J;s5k4 (rj)e;ci] = hDy

{

aody 0

+ 0(1)} Dy,.

Ao

Now we compute E[J;(J; — 1)sjskkn(r;)kn(re)cjc,] for j # k. By definition,

ko (rj)6n(re)cicl, = wn(rj)en(re) [

= kn(rj)En(Tk) [

+ .+
Cj Cr
’

-+
CjCk:

c

+ 7/

7 Ck

/

Cj

1> 0)1(r > 0) 1y > 0)1(re < 0)1 ® [1 - 1 |

I(r; <0)I(rp>0) I(r; <0)I(rg <0) Ty Tk
By Lemma AS,
E[J;(J; — l)sjskmh(rj)nh(rk)cjct] = Dy, {O(h2)} Dy,
E[J;(J; — 1)s;sun(r;)rn(ri)c; ¢y ] = Dp {O(h?)} Dy,
E[J;(J; — 1)sjspkn(ry)en(re)cl ¢y ] = Dy {O(h?)} Dy,
E[J;(J; — 1)sjsknh(rj)fih(rk)cjc,;'] =Dy, {O(h2)} Dy,
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As a result,
E[Ji(J; — 1)sjsk0n(rj )kn(ri)cjcy] = Dy {O(h?)} Dy. (A15)

Combining (A14) and (A15), we arrive at

dodo 0
Eup(h) = hDy, @o+t0 o~ —|—0(1) Dy,
0 aoAO
By (A12),
B )
h yo g-1 Avo (A1
Dy, 7up, ( ) _ thup(h) lpv(h) aal) ~O 1770 +0(1) _ aaﬁ (NO 1770) +0(1)
B (M) “ve At e (Ag o)
Yap,v (P)
Then (a) is proved for Bup,1 by extracting the first and third coordinates.
Proof of (b) for the lower-level estimator.
Let )
6]' = D;lcj, Bj = Sjlﬁh(’f'j)éjég-, Alo,i = E Z Bj.
Jj€T:
Then
1 o .
EDh 1(Elo(h) - Elo Z{Alo i Alo 1]}
Note that
1B llop = sjt5n(rj)l1E;&llop = sjrin (r)1E;113-
By definition,
2 = (1 > 0) o+ (I < 00 + (210 > 0)) (B <0)) =145 Al16
6113 = (2ry > 0)% + (1 < 0)* + (21 > 0)) + (F1(r; <0)) =145 (A16)
Since k is supported on [—1, 1],
wn(rj) = kn(ry) - I(|r;] < h).
Thus,
1Billop < sjkn(ri)llcillz - I(rs] < h) < 2s5mn(r;)- (A17)

This implies, using the fact that s; € [0, 1],

2
1Bsllop < L, where L =2 (maxs(z)) .

xT

By triangle inequality,
1B; = E[Bj]llop < 2L.
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By triangle inequality and boundedness of J;,

[ Ao

JiL 2J;L _ 2J*L 1
op S = ||Ato,i — E[Ao,]]lop < =g 0] (h) (A18)

We can bound the second moment of ||Ajo ;|[op as follows:

E|| S5 -Em)|

JE€T: P

r 2
<E Z 1(B; — E[Bi])lyp (by triangle inequality)

Jj€Ti
2 . .

<E|J Y (B —EB)I, (by AM-GM inequality)

L JET:
~E [Jf I(B; — E[B;]) ||§p} (by exchangeability)
< 16E[J7 57k, ()] (by (A17))
< 16J*]E[Jis?/<;%(rj)] (by boundedness of J;)
= O(h) (by Assumption 3 and Lemma A6).

By definition,
1
E [||Aro,i — E[Alo,’i]”?)p} =0 (h) . (A19)

By (A19), (A18), and matrix Bernstein’s inequality (Tropp et al., 2015, Theorem 6.6.1),

-0 (wlﬁ i A}h> —0: (jvih) — op(1). (A20)

|32 St ~ S0y

To deal with Py (h), we define
1 .
wy,; = 7 E sjkn(rj)E;Vi.

jeTi:

Then by (A16),

1 = . .
E[va7i||§] < EE Ji Z S?Hi(rj)HCjH%ViQ (by AM-GM inequality)
JE€T:

1 ~ K

= ﬁE [JE 5?“%(7"3‘ e, H%Vﬂ (by exchangeability)
2

< 5B [JEsirp(r)) V] (by (A16))
2J* .

= h2 I [JiS?’i% (rj)Vi?] (by Assumption 3)
4J* _ . .

< e E [Jis?mi(rj)(‘/}H +V; M) (by AM-GM inequality)

= O(h). (by Assumption 3 and Lemma A6)
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Therefore,

N
14 1 1
E (107 (0] = g S Ellovald =0 (7).
=1

By Chebyshev’s inequality,

14 _ 1
D, 'Py(h) — D, ' Py (h) = Op (\/W) : (A21)
Combining (A20) and (A21) together, we conclude that
Bov| |Pev
5 5 : L
=5 = (n' D (DY) (DR Py(h) = D Py(h) = os(1).
lo,V/ lo,V
Yo, Yo,V
Proof of (b) for the upper-level estimator.
Using the same argument for (A20),
1 -1 (T 2 / 2 / -1 1 A
EDh (IEN[sj/ih(rj)cjcj} — E[sjfih(rj)cjcj]) D, . = Op \/TT = op(1). (A22)
Now we prove
1. A
EDh Y Ex Z sispkn(ry)en(re)eic, | —E Z sispkn(ry)kn(rE)e;cy
i#k:j,kET;: j#k:j,k€T; o
p
1

Let

Bj,k = SjSklih(Tj)lﬁh(T’k)EjE;, Aup,z’ = Z Bj,k~
J#k:j,k€T;

By Cauchy-Schwarz inequality,
1Bjkllop < llsjrn(rs)Eillallsksin (rr) 2.

Similar to (A18),
1Bjkllop = O(1).

_o(})

Using the same argument for (A19), we can also show that

Following the same logic,

||Aup,i - E[Aup,i}

1
E [IAups ~ EldumllEe] =0 (7).
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By the matrix Bernstein’s inequality (Tropp et al., 2015, Theorem 6.6.1), we conclude that

2

1

E EDgl En Z sispkn(rj)en(re)eic, | —E Z siskkn(rj)kn(re)cicy
i#k:5,kET; i#k:j,kET; op
1
=0 .
()
Then (A23) is proved by Markov’s inequality.
Piecing (A22) and (A23) together,
lD—l(i (h) — S (h))D; Y| =0 L + 1Yo (=) =0 (1) (A24)
poh (Sup up hop*]P’\/ﬂNh*]Pm—p.
By (A21),
ﬁlTp,V /Bl—fp,V
A+ ~+ R -1 R
Jwv eV (s, (D) (DR Py (R) = DR P (R)) = op(1).
5up,V Bup,V
ﬁ/;p,V r?;p,V

Proof of Corollary 1. Equations (17) and (19) follow immediately from Theorem 1 by plugging in the
corresponding exclusion restrictions. They can be interpreted as convex weighted averages of 9Y;(x)/dz and
0y;(x)/0z (or discrete analogs thereof) by standard arguments, e.g. Yitzhaki (1996).
In part (b), AY;/AX; =, and AX; = s;. Thus, by Theorem 1
E[Jis2p; |r;=0]  E [5i 2jec; S?Kh(’“j)]
Bo = E [J;s? | r; = 0] = fm 2
iS5 17 E {Zjeci Sjﬂh(Tj)]

as required. O

56



A.4 Asymptotic bias analysis in the standard asymptotic regime

A.4.1 Key lemma

Lemma Al. Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

A 0 A 0 A 0
Sio(h) = hDy { |10 +h | e +0 (h%) } Dy
avo O *alAl 0 a2A2
oA 0 i A ! /
S (h) = hDh{ apAo e a1A; + V0l770770 i l~/0770770 /
apAg Vomoo —a1 A1 + vomomng
A r /
+ h2 asAs + V1(771770 +n0m1) ) ~V1(771770 70771) e 1) (hS) }Dh
—v1(mmng — nom) ag Az — vi(mng + nom})
+ +
Py(h) = hDpd |“VO| 1 p a"jm Rz |2 L om Y.
Ay070 —Gyq T Ay 9M2
As a result,
[a0dg 0 [ — Ay 0
UElo(h)U_l — hU, ap A0 Th a1 Ay + B2 a2 A2 +0 (h?’) U,
i 0 avo —(LlAl 0 0 CL2A2
(a0dy 0 0 —aA o A v,
UEup(h)U_l — 1w, apAo o o a1 1/ 9 a2Az / ~V17~71770 L0 (h3) U,
L 0 avo 7(11141 21/07707]0 721/17]0771 a2A2
[ A ) A
UPy(h) = hUy 4 | SOV | g | =V |y 2 | 2220 o3y L
| —Xavono —Aayim —Xayan:

Proof of Lemma A1. We apply Lemma A7 to analyze (A9) and (A10). By Assumption 4 and Lemma A7,

for p € {0,1},
[Jsjr (r])I(( 1 ) =h3 {a0M2+(—
E[J;s;rjk h(T])I(( O) =
E[Jisjrn(r;)I((—1) 0) = h{aoMo + (-1)

Vi(1
Vi(

)'r;
1)Pr; >
)

(1;2

]
= (-1
|=nh
] = (-1)Ph* {ajo My
]=h

ElJis;rjkn(r;) I ( —1)Pr; >
)P {aroMo + (-

0) )
[Jsjﬁh(TJ) ( -1 ) )

Tj —J

Then

fot] = E[Jis;kn(rj) I (rj > 0)]

3 _E[JiSjT'jKJh(T‘j)I(Tj > 0)]
= hD;f {aoAo + hai Ay + h?az Ay + O(h®)} Dif

E[Jisjren(ri)I (rj < 0)]
E[Jisjrjrn(ri)I(r; <0)]

E[Jis;jkn(rj)c]

E[J;sjkn(rj)e; c; 1=

1)Pay Msh + ao Myh* + O(hg)} ,

1)Ph? {agMy + (=1)Pa1 Mah + asMsh* + O(h®)},

a1 Mih + asMah® + O(h*)}

afr Mah + afr, Msh® + O(h%)}
DPaf Mih + ar Mah® + O(h%)} .

+(-1)P

ElJisjrjn(ri)I(rj > 0)]
E[JiSj’l"Jz»lih(Tj)I(’l"j > 0)]_

E[JiSjleih(Tj>I(7“j < O)]_

E[Jisjrjzﬁh(rj)f(rj < 0)]_

=hD, {avo — ha1 Ay + h? asAs + O } D, .

57

(A25)

(A26)



Combining the two terms, we obtain the expression of ¥, (h):

avo 0
0 CL()AO

a1A1 0
0 —CL1A1

a2A2 0
0 a2A2

2

Yio(h) = hDy, { +h

+0 (h?) } Dy,.
Next, we prove the expression for ¥y, (h). Replacing Jis; by Jis7 in (A25) and (A26), we obtain that

E[Jis?ni(rj)cjc;-]

Ao 0 i A 0 Ay 0
=D, ¢ |10 T | T 2| T Lo ®m?) b Dy (A27)
0 avo 0 7a1A1 0 ag Ao
Now we apply Lemma A9 to (A15). Let
1 0 M2 MyM,
S = . Co=mnon) = 0 ,
[0 —1] 0 = "o'lo [MOMl M?
oM My M2+ MyM,
C — l+ /: ,
1= "7y T 7o M12 4 MyM, 20y M,
and
0 M? — MyM,
C, = o — 1 )
2 = T — Noni [(M% MMy 0
By Lemma A9,

E[J;(J; — 1)5jsknh(rj)nh(rk)cj+c:/] = h2D;{{1/0C0 + h1Cy + O (h?) }D;{
E[J;(Ji — 1)sjsprn(ry)en(re)c; ¢y | = h2D;[{1/0SCOS — hiSCLS + O (h?) }D;[
E[J;(Ji — 1)sjsprn(ry)en(re)cf ¢y ] = hQD;f{uOCOS + hv1CeS + O (h?) }D;j
E[J:(J; — 1)s;sun(ry)rn(ri)cf cp | = h2aoDyf {yosco — 1 SCy + O (h?) }D;.

As D, = SD?L' = D;‘S , we can concatenate the above results to arrive at

’

E[J;(J; — 1)sjskkn(r;)6n(rE)cjcy)

Co Co e [Cl Cs
—C,

— hDy { hn
h{ “lce Co -G

+0 (h3)} Dy,. (A28)
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Combining (A27) and (A28), we reach at an expression for the Gram matrix:

Eup(h) _ hDh{ avo i O~ h 511211 + I/()C() i i/QCO
aoAO 1/000 —CL1A1 + 1/000
ip A (
L2 |24 11 Cy ) ~V102 1o (W) }Dh-
—11Cy GoAs — 11 Ch

Lastly, we derive the expression of Py (h). By Lemma A7 and Assumption 4,

E [Jisjmh(rj)cjvi(l; z_;)] = hD} {adono + hayym + h*afme + O(R%)}
E [Jisjnh(rj)cj_v,;(o; z_j)} = hD; {aygn0 — hay i + hza‘727]2 +O0(h®)}.

Thus,
+ + +
Py(h) = hDy  |“VO| 4op | VT 2 V2R oy
Gy oo —Ay1’h Ay 22
The expressions of U, (h)U 1, US,,(h)U ™!, and UPy (h) can be derived by direct calculation. a

A.4.2 Bias analysis for the lower-level estimator

We restate Theorem 2 into two pieces with a formal definition of T'Y’. The first part establishes a different-
looking expression based on the notation in Appendix A.2. In the second part we prove it is equivalent to

the expression in Theorem 2.

Theorem Al. Let

a
I8y = —Chias(k) (Aavz - a;Aam) : (A29)

Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

~ ~ - 2
Brov (h) := B (h) — By v (h) = aio {Aavo + h? [F‘;V + Chias (k) Aay (Z; - ‘”)} + 0(h3)} ,

o Qo
and
Bio(h) = Bo + h*TX + 0O (h?),
where
lo 1 lo lo
Iy = Aaxo (2y — Bl x) -

Proof of Theorem A1. By (A6),

Bov (h) = B 1 (h) = By 1 (h) = €, (USio()U ") " U Py (h),
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where e; = (1,0,0,0)’. By Lemma Al,

Blo,V(h)
-1
A 0 0 —a1 A A 0
— Ut | +h CA g2 | +0 (h%)
0 avo —a1A1 0 0 a2A2
A b)) A
) ayoTo Th ayimn +h2 ay 272 +O(h3)
—Xayono —Aay1m —Xayane
-1
I0 0 - ATtA ATtA 0
= e U;? +h » (ar/ao)do"Ar| o | (a2/a0) Ao Ao | ro®?)
0 I —(al/ao)AO Al 0 (ag/ao)AO A2
[ (Aavo/ag) 47 ng (Cavi/ao)dg m | o | (Bavafa) ot | o)
—(Bavo/ao) Ay o —(Aay1/ao) Ay 'm —(Sava/a0)Ag ' n2
Applying Lemma A10 with
I — AtA A-1A
A=l 9w o (ar/ao)dg"Ar|  H(az/a0) 4y A, " Trom),
0 I —(al/aO)AO Al 0 0 (ag/ao)AO A2
we have
-1
I 0 0 — ATtA AtA 0
h » (a1/ao)Ay A Y (az/ag)Aq " Az Lo
0 I —(al/ao)AO A1 0 0 (ag/ao)AO A2
o I 0 _h 0 —(al/ao)AalAl
0 I 7((11/&0)‘451141 0
2 (a1/a0)?Ag T ALAG T Ay — (az/ag) At Ay 0 L o).
0 (al/a0)2A51A1A51A1 — (ag/ao)Ao_lAQ
By (A8),
AUt =el.
Thus,
Bio.v (h)
={e} —h[0 —(a1/a0)ei Ay  A1] + h*[(a1/a0)’ e} Ay A1 Ag A1 — (aa/ag)e) Ayt As 0]+ O(h%)}
|| (Aavo/ao)Ag o (Zav1/ao)Ag 'm o | (Dava/ag)Agtn: +O(h?)
—(Zayo/ao) Ay no —(Aav1/ag)Ag'm —(Sav2/a0)Ay "2
_ Aayo Yay Yayoar

(Ag 'm0)1 Jrh{ (Ag'm)1 — p (Ao_lAlAElnoh}

ag 0
Aa Aayvia Aayoa?
+h2{ Y2 (Ag )1 — T (A TAL AT )L + (At AL AT AL A o)
ao a? at
Aayoa _ _
- S (A5 125 o |+ O1°).
0

By Proposition Al,
(Agtmo) =1, (Agtm)r = (A5 A1 A5 )1 = 0,
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and

Thus,

Then

(Ag )1 = (A AL AG 'm)1 = (Ag T ALAG T ALAG o)1 = (Ag M A2 A M 0)1 = —Chias ().

h<T
Aaxo {1 + hQCbias
hQFIO(AaXO) + O(hg
Aaxo + O(hQ)
R2TY (Aaxo) + O(h?)

- T 1+ o)

Oh)

)} +h2T ¢ + O(h?)

Blo,V(h)
2
_ L {Aavo — B2Chias () {Aavg — M Aayy — Aayo (al - ‘“)} + O(hS)}
ag ag ao ag
1 2 |l a% a2 3
= — {Aavo + h |:F20V + CYbiaus( )AaVO ( - >:| } + O(h )
ag ’ ao ag
= Blo Y(h>
Bio(h) — Bo = - Bo
ﬂlo X(h)
Aayyg {1 + h?Chias (K (% - *2)} + RISy 4+ O(h?) Aayg
Aa'XO {1 + hQCbias (% - ﬁ)} h2F10 + O(hB) AaXO
2 (h?

= W’TY + O(h%).

Theorem A2. The expression of F12° in Theorem Al is equivalent to that in Theorem 2.

Proof of Theorem AZ2. Recalling the definition of py),, we have

AGv(’r’) '

pvolr) = g(r)

Through tedious algebra, we obtain that

and

. . ’ , 2 "
i) = o {AGVw) -2 G0+ (2;’2 o - gg((oo))> Ava)}
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As a result,

Hy10(0) = 1y 16(0) Bo 1 1 1
: - = 1" (] _ P o ]
2px,10(0) Adxo Ty — Bol'y x)

A.4.3 Bias analysis for the upper-level estimator

We restate Theorem 3 into three pieces with a formal definition of I'}* and I';”. The first result is about the

general case.

Theorem A3. Assume that

My My # My M,y
Let
! Ayt A Ay
I, = EaVl( ~(11771)1 B Eavog( 0 ~j1 0 70)1
(Ao "10)1 ap  (Ag Mo
u i iy (Ay" A, A
Ly = Aays (;1(11772)1 - Aavlfl( 0 ;1—11 0 M1
(Ag 10)1 ao  (Ag 1m0)1
i 217 (A" a1 (A1 A, A1
+EaV0(776A0 1770) = 1 ~(11771)1 + ~12 0 (Ao ~_11 0_"Mo)s .
Go (Ag 101 ag (A5 o)1

Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

ATt N
ﬂupy'(h) = (Od(j?())l{Aavo + hFLpV

a? (ATYA AT AL A ao (AT A AT!
+ K2 F;?V+Aavo %( 0 1~(il 1 0770)1_?( 0~_210770)1 +O(h3) ’
ag (Ag " m0)1 ao (Ag "m0)1
and
Bup(h) = Bo + hI'P + R2T5P + O (%),
where
oo 1 (rup —50rup) e - 1 (Fup — BolUP, — VP FL‘P). (A30)
1 Adaxg LY 1,X ) 2 Aaxg \ 2 2,X 1,xt1

Proof of Theorem A3. It is easy to see that g # 0 iff MyMy # M;M;. By (A6),

Bupv (h) = Bl v (h) = By () = 1 (USup (MU ) " U Py (h),
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By Lemma Al,

Bup,V(h)
- . - -1
agA 0 0 —a1 A as A —2 !
:e’th’l apAp e Th A a1 1/ B2 a2 Ag / ~V17~71770 10 (hg)
0  apdo —a1 Ay 2vgmoemng —2v1m0m; a2 Ay
A b)) A
) ayoTo Th ayimn i 2 ay 2712 n O(h3)
—Xavono —Aayim —Xayane

2[ (d2/&0)/1_11212 _2(V1/&0)~5 mnj
(Vl/ao) 0 770771 (az/ao AO_ Ao

+O(h3)}

N T
0 I (al/ao) Ay 2(vo/a0)Ay 770770

]| (Qavo/an)Ag 770 (Sav1/ao) Ay 771 (Aav/ao) Ay 772 oM
—(Zavo/ao) Ay no —(Aayi/ao) Ay 'm —(Zavz/ao) o2
where the last line uses (A8). Applying Lemma A10 with
_ o 0 —(@1/%)1‘1_11‘11 (62/&0)1‘1_1‘42 =2(1/a0) A5 "y +0 (h?)
0 I}’ —(a1/ao) Ayt Ar 2(vo/a0) Ag oy —2(v1/ao)Ag tmym (G2/d0) Ay Az 7

we have

Al ot S
0 I (a1/a0)Ay Ay 2(vo/ao) Ay ' non
,{ l[ O] hl 0 —(&1/&0)A_ A

0 I —(a1/do) Ay Ay 2(wo/do) Ay mom)

2 (@2/510)[1*1[12 —2(v1/ao) Ay 'mimp
—2(v1/ao) Ay nhm  (a2/ao) Ay Ay

+O(h3)}_1

2 [ @2/%)1‘1711‘12 —2(v1/d0) Ay 'mp
=201 /a0) Ay ngm (d2/d0) Ayt As
=) —h[0 —(a1/ao)e} Ay A1l — h?[(a2/do)e Ayt Ay — 2(v [do) el Ay mamf]

" [ : A ou)

—(a1/ao)Ag " Ar 2(vo/do) Ay Mmom)

+h? |(ay/ao)?et Agt AL AGT A, — 2(u0a1/ag)e’lAg%lAglmng} +0(h?)
= ¢} +h[0 (a)/ao)e; Ay Ay
+h? _(51/&0)26/11‘1611‘11/16%1 — (G2/a0)ey Ay " Ax 2(v1/ao)(Ag 'ni)inh — 2(1/0&1/63)([151,411451770)1776]

+O(h®).
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Then

Bup V(h)
_Aa a Yayodl , +_q ~ +_
= a:O (Ao no)1 + h{ a;/l (Ao 1,71)1 _ %(Ao 1141140 177())1}
Aa Aayviay , 1+ ~_ Aayod? 4~ ~ 4+ ~_ Aayols 1+ ~_
+ h? { a(z/g (Ag'n2)1 — 2:21 ! (Ag P Av Ayt + (;/30 LA A A AL Ay o) — (;20 2 (Ag A2 A5 o
0 0 0
Yayov _ Yayololl , ~_ 1 ~_ <
-2 &%O - (Ao 771) (776/10 17)0) + 2%(1‘10 1Ale 1771)1(776A() 1770)}
A-t
= ( 0a0770)1 {Aavo +hl'yy
a2 (A A AT A AT do (Agt Ay AT!
12 T2, + Aayg a1( o Aidy Aid, 770)1_2( 0 A2y o)1 +omh b
5 (Ag no)1 o (Ag "m0)1
Then
2 5‘11) Y(h)
Bup(h) — Bo = = Bo
’ Bup,x (h)
up 2 [pup @ (AP AVAG AV A o)1 s (Ag P A2 A o) 3
_ Bayo+ AV, +h (T35 + Aayo (G -ty )| o) ~ Aayo
Aaxo + hFprX + h? {P;X + Aaxo (&z (o Al(ﬁo 1:01)?0 ol % L (;;113;;):70 1)} + O(h3) Aaxo
2 (a3 (Ag'A AG A1 AG no) o (Ag ' Az A o) 27 3
. Aay() {1 +h (“(1) 1(A0 7701)10 - ﬁ (Ao2 71?))10 1)} + hF y T hL JrO(h ) Aayg
= . _
Baxo {14 47 (G (At - i g ), g, o e
_ hFuP(Aaxo) + hQ{FuP + Iﬂllp( 1,X/AaX0)}( axo) + O(hg) (A31)
- 5 (AP A1AT AL AT o)1 ag (Ag ' A2A7 " no)s )} up 2uP 3y
Aaxg {1 + h (“0 i 7]0)10 &i O(Agln(())h + hF ¥t h F x t O(h )

This entails that

- RTTP + h2{T5P + Fup(F‘pr/Aaxo)} + O(h3)
_ — 1 2 — Fup QFup 3 )

The second piece is about the special case under the moment conditions on x.
Theorem A4. I'{* =0 for all (ao, a1, a%y, ax,) iff
My, M, M,
My My My
Under this condition, T's® in the second-order bias term can be simplified as

u 1 u u
IyP = Adxo (F2,pY - 50F2,px>

where

u a
F2,pV = _Cbias(l‘f> <Aavg — EL;AaVl) .
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Proof of Theorem Aj4. By definition, I'}” = 0 for all (ao, @1, ak, ax,) iff
(A5 m)r = (A" A1 Ag o)1 = 0.

The first condition is equivalent to the collinearity between 71 and the second column of Ay, i.e., (M, M)
(M17]\~42)’. Similarly, the second condition is equivalent to ;11;161770 o (Ml,Mg)'. Since (Ml,Mz) is the
first column of Aj, it can be equivalently written as (fla 1770)2 = 0. Using the same argument as in the
first condition, this is equivalent to the collinearity between 7y and the first column of Ay, i.e., (Mo, M;)" o

(Mo, M;)". The simplified expression of I'y” can be easily derived by noting that Ay oc Ay. O
The last result is the equivalence between the expressions of I'y".

Theorem A5. The expression of Ty® in Theorem Aj is equivalent to that in Theorem 3.

Proof of Theorem A5. Recalling the definition of py,p, we have

”) = AG\/(T)
N’V,Up( ) g(?“) .

Applying the same argument as in the proof of Theorem A2 with aj replaced by ax, we conclude that

,uY,up(O) - p’X,up(O)IBO _ 1 (Fup _ BOFUP ) .
2px,up (0) Aaxo \ 7 2%

O

Next, we prove Proposition 2, which states that the uniform kernel is the only monotonic kernel that

satisfies the moment condition. (21).

Proof of Proposition 2. By definition, M, /M, = My/M, implies

fol k2 (z)dw _ fol k2(x)dx
fol xk(z)dr fol k(x)dx

= (/01 m2(x)d:c> (/01 n(x)dx) = </Olam(x)dx> </01/£2(x)dx>

1 1
= [ [ o nta) + o 0)e) — (o)) — o))} dady = 0

— / / k(@) (y) (5(z) — k() (@ — y)dady = 0.

Since £ is monotonic on [0,1), (k(z) — k(y))(z — y) has the same sign across all (z,y). Thus, the equality
holds iff k(z) is a constant on [0, 1].

On the other hand, if % is a uniform kernel, it is clear that M, o My, for all k. O
A.4.4 More about the bias formulae

We first prove Proposition 3, which gives sufficient conditions under which the two estimators have the same

second-order bias when equipped with a uniform kernel.
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Proof of Proposition 3. From the definitions of Flzo’v in Theorem Al and Fgf’v in Theorem A4, we see
that

When Sj A (Ji,’l"j)7

Then )
a _a _ (d/dr)E[J; [ rj = r]f(r)lr=0

do ap E[JZ | ’I“j = O]f(O)

O

Next, we calculate the first-order bias for the upper-level estimator with commonly used non-uniform

kernels.

Example 1. (Triangular kernel) When x(z) = (1 — |z|) 4,

e CT(k+1T(2) 1
Mk—/o z*(1 - z)do = T(k+3)  (k+2)(k+1)

and .

. T'(k+ 1)I(3) 2

M, = M1 —x)?de = = .

F /0 v(1 - ) de T(k+4) (k+3)(k +2)(k+ 1)

Then

(Ag'mo)1 =2/3, (Ag'm)r=—1/3, (A7 A1 A5 o) = —2/9.
As a result,

~ 11X la; X ~ 11X la; X

Nx=-2 ixi o4 ?XO, Ny =-2 dvi | - 41 20vo

2 aq 3 ap Qo 2 ap 3 ap Qo

and the first-order bias is

1 1 1a1
2 (Sayy - Ao 29 Sayo — Box .
h &0{ 2( ay1 — BoXax1) + 3&0( ayo — Po axo)}

Example 2. (Epanechnikov kernel) When x(x) = (1 — 2?) 4,

2

1 1
My = /0 2*(1 — 2?)dx = /0 (2% — 2F*2)da = GIGED

and
8

(k+5)(k+3)(k+1)

1 1
M, = / 2F(1 — 2%)2dx = / (z% — 2272 4 bt dy =
0 0

Then
(Ag'no)1 = 0.710,  (Agtm) = —0.247, (Ag'A; A5 ne), = —0.153.

As a result, the first-order bias is

. i
he— {0.348 (Say1 — BoSaxi) + 0.216% (Sayo — 502axo)} :
0 0
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A.4.5 Bias analysis without local linear controls

Without local linear controls, we can define the controls as
s — (I(r; > 0),1(r; < 0))'
j = J » AT :

The pseudo-estimands for both estimators can be expressed as follows.
« (Lower-level estimator) ~1(§f;;mt)(h) = ~1Jg:§f‘m‘9t)(h) - ~1;:‘(/co"8t)(h) where

At t o) t
( 107$0ns )(h), l07‘(/cons )(h))/

-1

=K Z S;ikn (Tj)cgconst)c;COnst)/ E Z 56 (’I"j)C;COTLSt)V;‘
€T JET:

A El(cz:onst) (h)_lp‘(/const) (h)

o (Upper-level estimator) ﬂl(g?/st)(h) = B:I;S‘C/O"St)(h) - B;gf&onSt)(h) where

(BJn(const) (h), ﬁ77(const) (h))/

up,V up,V
/ —1

=K Z Sjnh(rj)cgconst) Z Sjnh(rj)cgconst) E Z Sj/ih(rj)C;C(mSt)Vi
e JeJi JET:

A Zl(lcponst) (h)—lp‘(/CO"St) (h)

Clearly, El((f?:;t) (h) is the submatrix of X,y (h) corresponding to the first and third rows and columns, and

P‘(/c‘mSt)(h) is the subvector of Py (h) corresponding to the first and third elements. Thus, the expansions of
the Gram matrix and the cross-product terms can be obtained by symbolically replacing Ay, Ay, Nkny with

their top-left element and 7, with its first element.*!
Lemma A2.
[agMy 0 My 0
S () = n g |40 +h [ +0 (h?)
i 0 ao My 0 —a1 M
(@M, 0 a1 M, + v M2 M3
El(fp"mt)(h) _pd [@0Mo R ax 1+I;o 0 i YoMo , +O(h2) Dy,
| 0 ao My UoMO —a1 A1 + l/oMO
[, M, M
Py (hy = h{ [ “XOT0 o | AT o2 b
_“XOMO —ax 4V

41We could prove Lemma A2 under a weaker smoothness assumption that replaces C2 by C! in Assumption 2. We do not

pursue it as it is not our primary focus.
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1 -1
Let U(const) — [ ] Then
cons -1 [ M 0 0 - M
U(const)zl(o t)(h) (U(const)) — B aoMo +h a1 +0 (hQ)
L 0 aoMO —(LlMl 0
0  —ah,

O (h?
—a My 2vME ol )}

ZQX“”1]FOUF>},

—Aax1 M

U(conSt)E,ScponSt)(h) (U(const)> -1 _h aoMy i O~ h
0 CLoMO

[ AaxoMO

7EaXOMO

U(const)P‘(/const)(h) —h {

With Lemma A2, we can follow the proof of Theorems Al and A3 to derive the asymptotic bias of the

lower- and upper-level estimators with local linear controls.

Theorem AG6. Let M
(const),lo 1 ai
FI,V = ﬁo (ZGVI — aOZavo) . (A32)

Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

) ns 1 ns
50 = = { Aaxo + AT 1 00}

and
3D (h) = Bo + AT 1+ 0 (h?)
where
Fgconst),lo - AalXO (F(f;nst),lo B 5OF§?§(nst),lo) ' (A33)

Proof of Theorem A6. By definition

Blo,v(h) _ e/l(U(const)El(const)(h)U(const)—l)—1U(const)P‘(/const)(h)7

o

where e; = (1,0,0,0)'. By Lemma A2,

Bro,v (R)
-1
_ 6/1 aoMo 0 4 h 0 7(11M1 4 0 (h2) ACLV()MO ECLVlMl 4 O(h2)
0 CloMo —CllMl 0 —ZavoMo —Aav1M1
-1

1 —
_ 6/1 0 + h 0 a1M1/a0M0 n 0 (h2)

0 1 —alMl/aoMo 0

) | Aavo/ao (Xav1/ag)(Mi/My)) +om) b

—Xayo/ao —(Aav1/ag)(M1/My))
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Applying Lemma A10 with

+0(h),

1 0 U — 0 7(11M1/0,0M0
’ N —alMl/aoMo 0

we have

+O(h2)}1

10 B 0 —ay My Jag Mo
0 1 —alMl/aoM() 0

1 0 0 —a1 M M,
_ iy abifaodol | o 12y
0 1 —alMl/aoMo 0
Combining the above two pieces, we obtain that
5 t
™ ()
A by My /M,
— {6/1 + h[O alMl/aOMO} + O(h2)} Qvo/ao ( aVl/a’O)( 1/ 0)) + O(hz)
—Xayo/ag —(Aay1/ao)(Mi/My))
Aayg Yavi My Xayoar My 2
= h — — — O(h
ap + { aq Mo a% Mo} + ( )
(const),lo
A
_ avo +h 1,V —|—O(h2)
ap ag
Then
~(const)
H(cons lo,Y (h‘)
l(ofon t)(h) — By = o
lo, X (h)
_ Dayo+ T 1 O(h?)  Aayg _ ATFY(Aax) + O(h?)
Aaxo + AU L O(h2) Daxo  Aaxe+ AU 4 O(h2)
hF(const),lo A O(h2 const) 1o
= —1 (Baxo) TOMT) (1 | ohy) = hrieomno 4 o(2).
Aaxg
O
Theorem A7. Let ~
M a1 M
pionshue — g — 2L ngy,. A34
R% Mo ™1 Gy g S0 (A34)

Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

H(cons 1 M const),u
51(1;),\/ t)(h) = di() MO {AU,VO + th,v R + O(hQ)} )
0

and

ﬂ(conSt)(h) _ 60 + hr(lconst),up +0 (h2) ,

up
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where

cons u 1 cons u cons u
D{Eomstne — (TP — g0 ) (A35)
axo
Proof of Theorem A7. By definition
Bup7v<h) — ell(U(const)zg%onst) (h)U(const)—l)—1U(const)P‘(/CO”5t)(h).

By Lemma A2,

0 —a1 M,
—(~11M1 21/0M02

+O(h2)}1{

~ ~ -1
1 0 h i ~0~ 5 —alMl/ao:]\Jo +O(h2>
7CL1M1 /(IQMO 2VOM§/MO
+0(h2)}.

A -
] avo/GNO Th
—Eavo/ao
1 01 v [ 0 —ay My Jao My

(Zav1/ao)(Mi/Mo))
—(Aay1/aog)(Mi/Mo))

Applying Lemma A10 with
A= = - - -
0 1 7&1M1/&0M0 2VOM§/M0

] + O (h),
we have
10 0 —a1 My Jao My
0 1 —dlﬂl/&oMO 21/0M02/M0

o, 0 —ay My Jao My
B 0 1 _dlMl/dOMO 21/0M§/M0

+h

+O(h2)}1

+0 (h?).

Combining the above two pieces, we obtain that

B(const) (h)

up,V

(Zav1/ao)(M1/Mo))

—(Aay1/ag)(Mr/Mo))

= {e’l +h[0 ay My /aoMo) +O(h2)} { Yavo/a
—2.ayo/ag

Aayo/ag 1

+ O(hQ)}

Aayg ‘h { Yayi My Yayoear M,
ap

—— — + +O(h?
ap Mo ag MO} (")

(const),up
A r
= SO Y o),

ag ag
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Then

2(cons Bl(IC(j;LISt) (h)
Bl(lp t)(h) —Bo= B(imist)(h) = Bo

up,X
- Adayo +hr§?§3/nst)7up —|—O(h2) - Aayo B hr§const),up(AaXO) —|—O(h2)
Aaxo + L™ L O(h2) - Daxo  Aaxg + AUCE™ 4 O(h2)

_ hrgconst),up(AaXO) + O(hg)
Aaxo

(1+O(h)) = hDFDMP 1 O(h?).

A.5 Asymptotic variance analysis in the standard asymptotic regime
A.5.1 A key lemma

Lemma A3. For V e {X,Y}, let
7—lo,V(h) = (BI—E,V(h)7 :Yl—g,\/(h)7 Bl;,v (h)a r?l;yv(h))/7 Tllp7V(h’) = ( ~:_p,V(h)v ’?jpj/(h)? Bu_p_rv(h)v :YJEV(h))/'
Under Assumptions 1, 2, and 4,

ayro/ao ato/ao
+ 2 o+ R T S s
—ayga1/ag + ai /ag —ay0a1/ag + air /ao
Vo - 0 Vi + O(h) _ 0(1)’ Tup,V(h) _ Vo - 0 | Vi
ayo/ao ayo/ao

a(/oal/ag —ayy/ao a;/odl/&% — ay, /ao

7—lo,V(h) =

Proof of Lemma A8. Truncating the expansions to O(h?) in Lemma A1, we have

[agAg 0 0 -—mA
USio (U™ = U, § |00 +h Ul L o) b,
L 0 aoAO —G,lAl 0
[a0dy 0 0 —aA
USup(U™Y = hU, 4 |70 7 S T o) oy
| 0 aodo —arAy 2vm07g
[ A 5
UPy(h) = hU, { | 900 | on | =YL L om?) .
| —Xavono —Aayim
Then
Tiow (h) = U™ (US1o()U~) " UPy (h)
—1
I 0 0 — ATtA
:U—thfl +h . (al/a’o) 0 1 +O(h2)
0 I 7(0,1/0,0)140 A1 0
. (Aavo/ao)Ao:llﬂo (Eam/ao)Aa_l:h +om) b
—(Zavo/ao)Aq no —(Aayi/ag)Ag m
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By Lemma Al

Thus,

UhUT107v(h) =

0,
-1
I - AgtA
0 1h 0 B (a1/a0)Ag~ Ax + O(hz)
0 I —(al/ao)AO A1 0
_ I 0 _h 0 B _(a’l/ao)AalAl + O(hz)
0 I 7(0,1/&0)‘40 Al 0
(Aavo/ao)Ao_l’r]O (ZaV1/aO)Aalnl

—(Zavo/ao)Ao_l’r]o (Aavoal /a%)AElAlAglno

{ l(zavoal/ag)AglAlAElno

By Proposition Al,

(72(1\/0(11/&% + Eam/ao)eg

A
UnUnoy () = | S/l , +0(h?)
—(Zayo/ap)er (Aayoai/ag — Aayi/ag)ea
Aavo/ag
-3 243 h
e UDynoy (h) = | (TEvoa/a0 F Bavijao)h) o)
—Xayo/ag
(Aavoal/ag — Aayi/ag)h
Aayo/ag
- 24+ % h
— Dy () =yt |(TEavo /e F Xavajaohi o g0
—Eavo/ao

(Aavoal/ag — Aav1/a0)h
(Aavo + Xavo)/ao
1 (—Eavoal/a% + Zam/ao — Aavoal/a% + Aav1/a0)h
2 (Xayo — Aavo)/ag
(—Aayoar /a3 + Aayi/ag + Xayoar /a3 — Xayi/ag)h

+O(h?)

a"to/ag
_ (_a—Vi_Oal/?g + a—\tl/ao)h + O(h2)
ayo/ao
(a\joal/a% —ay,/ao)h

a\to/a()
—atna a2+a+ a
= (i) = | O AR L o) = oq)
vo/ %0

ayoar1/ag — ay/ao
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Using a similar argument, we obtain that

Tupv (h) = U1 (USup(W)UY) " UPy ()

—(a a A-1 A
B L N I YL Al/ o)
0 I —(a1/ao)Ag A1 2(vo/ao)Ag nomp
' (Aavo/&?)ﬁg_j?() (an/&?)figi?l +om)\.
—(Bavo/ao)Ay 1m0 —(Aavi/ag)Ag m

When the uniform kernel is used, A, = Ay. By Proposition Al,

Oy — | Bovo fanAsm ], { —(Savod /ad) Ay A Ay o (Zavi /o)Ay 'm
up, —(Savo/ao) Ay 'no (Aayoas /ad) Ayt A1 Ag Mo —(Aay1/ag) Ay tm
0 } 2
oy _ +O(h7)
2(Savor/ag)Ag momgAg 1o

_ (Aavo/ao)el ‘h (—Eavodl/a% + ECLVI/ELO)€2 + O(hQ)

_7(Eavo/ao)€1 (Aavole/&% — AaVl/do)eg =+ 2(2(1\/01/0/&%)(7]614517]0)61
_ (Aavo/ao)el ‘h (—EaVOal/&g + Eav1/6~lo)62 + O(hQ)

_7(2@\/0/&0)61 (Aavoal/&% — AaVl/ao)GQ + 2(2&\/01/0/&(2))]\4061

[ Aayo/ag
_ (—Eav;odl/d(z) + Eam{glo)h o).

—Yayo/ao + 2(Zavovo/ag) Moh
(Aavoar/af — Aayy/ag)h
This entails that
Aayo/ao

(—Eavodl/d?) + Ea\/l/&o)h
—Yayo/ao + 2(Zavoro/ag) Moh
(Aavoal/d% — Aav1/d0)h

(Aayo + Xavo) /a0 — 2(Bavore/ag) Moh
1 (—Eavofh/d% + ZCLVl/dO — Aavoal/d% + Aa\/l/&o)h
2 (Eavo — Aavo)/ao — 2(Eavoyo/d(2))M0h
(—Aavodl/dg + A(LVl/ELO + Eavoal/&g - Eam/&o)h
aéO/ELO — (Eavol/()/d%)Moh

(—ay0a1/ad + airy /ao)h

DhTupﬁv(h) - U_1 + O(h2)

+O(h?)

= - . . +O(h?)
ayo/ao — (Sayove/az) Moh
(a;/o&l/d% —ay,/ao)h
a$0/d0
P Ppe + /=
— rupv(h) = avoal/_ao ‘i‘am/ao +O(h) = O(1).
ayo/ao

Ayl /g — ayy/ao
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A.5.2 Variance analysis for the lower-level estimator

We restate Theorem 5.

Theorem A8. Under Assumptions 1, 2, 4, and 5,
VNI(Bio = Bo(h)) % N (0,01,) ,

where

ot = Canle (B[} - BOWHY +ED0; - EVO; 17}
axo ’ ’

This expression is equivalent to the one in Theorem 5.

Proof of Theorem AS.
Step 1. By (A20)

(hU) U1 (R) U™ = U () U HU, Y = (hDy) "2 (B10(h) — Zi0(h)) Dt = Op (\/;Vih) .
By Lemma Al,
aoAO 0

WU M US (WU HU =
(hUR) (UL (h)U™)U, 0 ayds

+O(h).

Using the fact that U, = UD,U~!, and combining the above two pieces, we have

aoAO 0

hUL) "N US (WU DU =
(hUR) " (UE1(h)U 1)U, 0 aydg

Step 2. Let
Ui = Y; — Bo(W)Xi, Uit =Y/ = Bo(h) X5,
and
Bio,u(h) = Bo,y (h) = Bio(h)Bio,x (h),  o,u(h) = 1o,y (h) = Bio(h)F10,x (),
and

0,0 (h) = Tio,y (h) — Bio(R)710,x (h).

Then Py (h) — Bio(h)Px (h) = Py, (h), and

Py, (h) = Bio(W)T0u(h) = Y sikn(r;)c;(Uo — im0, (h)).

J€Ti
Moreover, since ejU = e} — €%,
Um0 (h) = (e1 = e3) N0 (h) = (Bf y (1) = By () = Bro(W)(Bi5 x (h) = By x (R)) = 0. (A37)
Note that
E Z Sth(Tj)Cj(Ulo,i — C;-Tlo’U(h)) = Py(h) — Zlo(h)Tlo7U(h) =0. (A38)

Jj€T:
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Step 3. Now we bound the (2 + §)-th moment of >, 7 sjkn(r;)c; (Ui — ¢Tio,u(h)). By (A16),

lsjrn(rs)esll < V2|lsjmn(ry)ll < L, (A39)
where L is defined in (A17). Then
2+6
E Z Sjlﬁjh(rj)CjUbJ
JET:

<E JiH‘S Z |sjkn(rj)ciUto,i 210 (by AM-GM inequality)
JETi
=F [Jf'“; ||sj/<h(rj)ch107i||2+6} (by exchangeability)
= (2J*L)*7E [18U10.:[* k()] (by boundedness of J; and (A39))
< J*L)* T E [|Uso,i k()] (s; <1)
= (2J*L)2+5 (E [|U107i|2+6 | 7; = 0] +0o(1)) (by Assumption 5 and Lemma AG).
For a sufficiently small £,
2+6
E (|| simn(ri)e;Us, <227 L)Y [|U**° | 7, = 0] . (A40)
JE€ET:
Similarly,
2495
E Z 85k (75)CiCiTou
JE€T:
2496

<o P B ||| D simnlry)e;d

JE€ET: op
< ||7107U||2+5 -E Ji1+5 Z Hsj/sh(rj)cjc;-Hiné (by AM-GM inequality)
L JE€ET:
_ 246 246 1(12+6 o
= 10,0l -E [Ji Hsjnh(rj)cjcjuop } (by exchangeability)
< (2J*L)2+5 710,07 |22 (by boundedness of J; and (A17)).
By AM-GM inequality, for a sufficiently small h,
2446
E || simn(ri)e; (Vo — cimow) <227 L)* Y (B [|Ui04)* | 5 = 0] + [|m0,0]>*?) = O(1),

j€Ti

where the last claim stems from Assumption 5 and Lemma A3.
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Step 4. By Lemma All,

—1/2

V'NVar Z sikn(r5)¢i(Uloi — €m0, (h)) Ex Z sikn(r5)¢i(Uloi — im0, (h))
JET: JjeTi
—1/2

=+ NVar Z 8ikn(15)¢j (Ui — €im0,u(R))
JET;
Ex | Y sirn(rj)ej (U — oo ()| —E | Y sikn(r)e;(Uioi — ¢jmou(h))
JE€ET: JET:
4 N(0,14) (A41)

Next, we compute the limiting covariance matrix. By definition,

Uto,i — €0, (h)
= Ulosi — By (W) I(r; > 0) = By (W) I(rj < 0) = 4 1 (R)r;I(rj > 0) — Ay 1 (A)r;I(r; < 0)
= (U ;= By (W) I(r; > 0) + (U, ; = By (M) (r; < 0)
2B
— o (W) I(ry > 0) + Fpo (W) I(r; < 0)}.

A
=Bj2

Then

Var Z 5i6n(15)¢j (Vo — €5m0,u(h))
JjET:

=FE Z sikn(r5)cj (Vo — c}rlo,U(h)) (because the term is mean-zero)
jeT;

=E Z s?ﬁ%(rj)cjc;(Uloyi - C;'Tlo,U(h))z
JjeJi

+E| D spskrn(r)rn(re)cick (Uios — ¢mou (h) (Ui — chmiow (7))

J,k€Ti,j#k
=F [Jis?fﬁ%(rj)cjc;(Ulo,i — C;TlO,U(h))2]
+E [Ji(Ji = 1)sjsern(rj)rn(ri)c;ci(Uioi — ¢imo,u (h)) (Uio,i — cmio,u (h))] (by exchangeability).

(A42)
We first consider the second term of (A42). Applying Lemma A9 with
V= Ji<Ji — 1)SjSij0;C(U10)i — c;‘Tlo,U(h))(Ulo,i — C;CTlo,U(h»-

Since J;, s, s, are bounded, Assumption 5 implies that E[V' | r; = 0,7 = 0] is bounded. Following the same
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argument for (A15), we obtain that
]E [JZ(JZ — l)SjSth(’l’j)Hh(T’k)Cjck(Ulo’i — C;‘Tlo,U(h))(Ulo,i — C%Tlo’U(h))] = Dh{O(hZ)}Dh (A43)
Now we return to the first term of (A42). We decompose it as follows:

E [Jis5k5 (r;)cici(Uo,i — ¢imo,u (h))?]
= E [Jis}ri(r))eici (B — Bja)?]

=E [Jis?/i%(rj)cijBﬂ] 2F [Jls /{Z(rj)cjc;-leng} +E [Jis?/s%(rj)cjc;-B?Q] .

By Lemma A7, similar to (A25) and (A26), we have

[Js K3 (r )cjc]Bﬂ]

. {l [i53 (U 5 = Bibu (h)? | 75 = 0] 4y 0
= *h 277 5 2 i
0 E[Jis5 (U, ; — Bio,r(h)* | 75 = 0] Ao

+ O(h)} Dha

E [Jis3i (ry)ei; Byt Bya] = B | Jis3ry (ry)eic; By (554 (N I(r5 > 0) + A5y (W (r; < 0))| = hDA{O(R)} D,

and

E [Jis2k3 (ry)es; B = B [Jis2r3nd (ry)esc) (5t o (DI (rs > 0) + 50 o (W) (5 < 0)2] = hDW{O(h)} Dy

Combining the above three pieces and (A43), we conclude that

Var (Z sikn(r)c; (Vo — C;Tlo,U(h))>

j€Ti
E[Jis3 (U5 = By ()? | rj = 0]Ag 0
= hD 2J ~ O(h D
h{[ 0 E[Jls( 10] ﬁloU( )) ‘rj:O]AO i ( )} "
o B - B (h)2 A 0
_hDhao{ 1 01 U (U - 510[]( 12140 +O(h)}Dh7

where the last line follows by definition of E(?). By Lemma A3,

Adyy — Bio(h)Aax,
ao

Bou(h) = +o(1) = ED[UE ;1 + o(1).
By Assumption 5,
E@NUE ;= Bib.w ()?] = EDU ; ~EVUL 1+ 0(1)?] = E@[U]; — ED[UF ;)] + o(1).

Note that
Uloy = U + (BIO( ) 60))(i

By Theorem 2 and Assumption 5,

EDU,; - EV O D)) = E@[U] — EVUF])?] + o(1),
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Similarly,
E@ (U = Brow (0)?] = EDU; —ED[U;])?] + o(1).

Therefore,

Var (Z sikn(r;)c; (U, — C}TloﬁU(h)))

JET:
E@ (U —ED[U])YA 0
=hDh&oH & 071 @i w2 i | T O ¢ Da
0 E®[(U; —EWVU;])*] Ao
Multiplying the sum by h~/2D; !, we obtain that
Var | h~Y/2D;? Z 8ikn(15)¢j (Vo — 50,0 (h))
JET:
E@[UF —ED[UF))?)A 0
:&O [( J [ J ]) ] 0 (2) B (1) g +0(1)
0 E®[(U; —EWU;])*] Ao

Similar to (A38),

Ey [Z sjkn(ri)e;(Uioi — cimou(h)) | = Py, (h) = Sio(h)mo,u (h),

ISNG

By (A41),
(E@[U -EDU)) Ao 0 -

_—1/2
VN, 0 (EA[U; —EO[U])?]) Ao

D ()50

4 N(0, Iy)

We can rewrite it as:

S0 (P, () — BB
@ (oa [EPUUS —EQ U214, 0
, G 0 E@((U; —EV[U))2 4

Step 5. By definition,

VNL(Bio — Bio(h))
_ VNI A (USio (WU "' U Py (h) — Bo(h)
& (US(R)U-1)"TUPx(h) °
el (USio(MU )" U P, (h)
¢! (USio(h)U=1)~1U Px (h)
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We have proved in Theorem 1 that

e (USio(R) U U Px (h) = AZ;“ +op(1) = AZ;% + op(1)). (A46)

By (A37),
6’1(Ui:lo(h)U_l)_1U210(h)T10,U = 6/1UT10’U =0.
Thus,

m(ﬁlo - Blo(h))

4 US(MU) 71U { Py, () = Sio (W) o0 |
| (US1o(h)U—1)=1U Px (h)

= VNh- AZ(;O e (US(UH U {Pylo(h) - ilo(h)no,U} (1 +0p(1))

ao -1

el { (0 S MU VNRRTL) U { Py, (B) = Sio(B) o - (1+ 0p(1)),

=VNh

- Aaxo
where the last line uses the fact that ejU, ! = ¢|. By (A36),

VNR(Bio — Bio(h))

= o A { (AU USMU U - VNBHU) U { iy, (h) = Sio(h)mo | - (1 +02(1)
~ o {00 S0 D (P ) - Stinn 1+ ort)

where the last line uses the fact that U, 'U = (UD,U~')"'U = UD;'. By (A36),

N A 0
(hUR) "L (U Si(h U YU, = |00 +o(1).
0 (IQAQ
Thus,
. -1 Ay 0 | 1
e'l {(hUh)il(Uzlo(h)Uil)Uh} — 6/1 aoAo + 0(1) = —[ellAal 0] . (1 + 0(1)).
0 aoAO ag

Then, we have

1 B N s .
m[elﬁlol — el AJ]- ﬁDhl{PUlo(h)*Elo(h)Tlo,U}'(lJrOP(l))-

VNh(Bio = Bio(h)) =
By (A45), we have
VNQ(Bio — Bio(h))
d G0 a1 a1, R gt mO N2 L @ (- - mO 12
—>N(O7 Do At AeAgte {IE (U —ED[UF))?] +E@(U; - EO[U; ])]}). (A47)
The proof is then completed by
e’lAalfloAalel = Cyar(K).
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A.5.3 Variance analysis for the upper-level estimator

We first present two lemmas to facilitate the proof.

Lemma Ad4. Let A, and B, be two sequence of random vectors. Assume A, = p,(A + o(1)) for some

constant invertible matriz A and scalar sequence p,,. Further, assume |[Var(By,)l|lop = 0(pn). Then
Var(4, + B,) = Var(A,) - (1 +o(1)).

Proof. By definition,
Var(A, + By,,) = Var(4,,) + Var(B,,) + Cov(A,, By).

By Cauchy-Schwarz inequality,
1CoV(An, Bo)lop < [Var(An) g [Var(Bu)lley = o(pn).

Since A is invertible,
Var(A, + B,) = Var(A4,)(1 + o(1)).

O

Lemma A5. Let L > 2 and V be a random variable such that E[|V| | Ry = r1,Re = ra] - u(ry,ra) s
continuous in (r1,r2). Then
E[[V]en(R1)sn(R2) - sn(Re)] = O(h?).

Proof. Since k is bounded,
E(|V |n(By)sn(Re) -+ wn(R)] < B[V ]k (Ry)sn(Re)] - (max ()",

The proof is then completed by Lemma A9. O
Next, we restate Theorem 6.

Theorem A9. Under Assumptions 1, 2, 4, and 5,

VN(Bup — Bup(R)) % N (0,02,)

s Yup
where

2 Cvar(ﬁ)&o

Th = oyt {EDIUF — BV W)+ By - BV (0717}

and ( = ag/ag. This expression is equivalent to the one in Theorem 6.

Proof of Theorem A9.
Step 1. By (A24)

(W) (OB (WU = UZ 000U = (1D0) " gl ~ () D5 = 08 (=)
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By Lemma Al,

(hUR) " Uy (WU U, =

Using the fact that U, = UD,U ™!, and combining the above two pieces, we have

. oA 0
(WUL) M (US (U HU = [1050 +op(1) = Qp(1). (A48)
0 avo
Step 2. Let
Uspi = Yi — Bup(M)Xs, UL =YF — B, (h) X+
up,t — 41 up (2 up,j — j up i
and

Bup,U(h’) = Bup,Y(h) - Bup(h)Bup,X(h)7 ﬁup,U(h) = ’?up,Y(h) - Bup(h)’?up,X(h)a
Tup,U(h) = Tup,Y( ) ﬁup( )Tup7 (h)

Then Py (h) — Bup(h)Px (h) = Py, (h), and

JE€T: j€Ti

/
PUUp(h) — 2up TupU Z SJIih TJ { up,i — (Z Sjﬂh 7’3 ) Tup7U(h)} .

Moreover, since ejU = e} — e},

e UTwpu(h) = (e1 = €3) Tup,u(h) = (B, v (h) = By (0) = Bup(R) (Bl x (B) = By x (h) =0 (A49)
Note that

E [Z sjkn(Tj)c; ( up,i (Z sjkn(rj)c ) Tup,U(h))] = Py (h) — Zup(h)Tup,u(h) = 0. (A50)

jeT; JET:

!/
Step 3. Next, we bound the (2+0)-th moment of 3. 7 s;jrn(r;)c; (Uup,i - (Zjeji sjmh(rj)cj> Tuva(h)).
Replacing Uy, ; by Uyp,; in (A40), we obtain that

2+6

E 1> sjmn(ry)e;Up.i <227 L)Y R [|Ugp[**0 | 7 = 0] . (A51)
JET:
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Note that

7 246
E D simn(rie; | | D simnlry)es | Tupu
JjET; JET:
r 1112+6
<N rpu P -E > sirn(r)es | [ D sirn(ry)e
JET: JET: op
i 4447
= Irup " E ||| > syinlr)e;
JET:
5 . .
< Nrp|*T°-E Ji3+5 Z Hsjnh(rj)cj\|4+ (by AM-GM inequality)
JjE€T:
= |Tupv||*T° - E J;H‘S IIs; lﬁh(Tj)Cj||4+6} (by exchangeability)
< (2J*L)4+5 (by boundedness of J; and (A17)).

Combining this with (A51), the AM-GM inequality implies that,
4+0
E (| simn(r)e;(Unpi — ¢rupv) <2(2J*L)*" (B [|Unpi**® | 7j = 0] + |[mup.w[|*%) = O(1),
J€T;

for a sufficiently small h, where the last claim stems from Assumption 5 and Lemma A3.

Step 4. By Lemma All,

p —1/2
VNVar | > sjrn(rj)e; { Unpi — | D sirn(rj)e; | mupw(h)
JET; J€T:
By Z sikn(rj)cj § Uup,i — Z sjkn(rj)e; | Tup,u(
JE€T: JETi
—1/2
=+/NVar Z sikn(r5)ci  Unpi — Z sikn(ri)c; | Tup,u(
JET; jET;
: <EN > sirn(r)ei S Unpi = [ D simn(rj)es | mupw
| J€Ti Jj€T: ]
—E | Y simn(r)e; § Uupi — | Y sikn(r)e; | Tupw )
| J€T: Jj€T: ]
4 N(0,1,) (A52)
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Next, we compute the limiting covariance matrix. Recall ¢; = D;lcj in (A16). We split the term into two:

!’

D sirn(r)e; A Ui = | D simn(ri)es | mupu(h)

JjeT; JET:
= Dh . Z sjnh(rj)éj {Uup,i — Sjlih(rj)C}TugU(h)}
Jj€T:
£Qi1
’
— Dy, - Z sjkn(15)E) Z sekn(re)ee | Tup,u(h). (A53)
JET; LeETi LF#]
£Qi2

We first compute Var(Q;1). By definition,

Qi = Z Sjﬁh(rj)éj{Uup,i - B‘Tp,u(h)sjl‘ih(rj)l(rj >0) — B;p,U(h)Sjl‘ih(rj)I(rj <0)
JE€Ti

— '?;fp’U(h)Sjﬂh(rj)rjI(rj > 0) — ’?JRU(h)Sth(T'j)T'jI(T'j < 0)}

=3 sirn(ry)e S (US = BE i (B)sikn(r)I(ry > 0) + (Ug, 5 = By (W)sjkn(ry))I(rj < 0)

j€Ti e
LB,
— Z sjkn(15)¢; %”p,U(h)sjmh(rj)rjI(rj > 0) + Yopr(R)sjrn(ry)ril(r; <0) 5. (Ab4)
J€T:

sz

1>
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Then

!

E | D simn(r))eBin | | D simn(r;)é By

JjeT; JET:
—E { > (ssmn(r)eiUs, s = 26358, o () 1(rj > 0)
JE€T:

+ Z (sjnh(rj)EjU;pJ — S?ni(rj)éjﬁgpﬂ(h)) I(r; < O)}

.76\71

. { Z (Sj"{/h(rj)éjU;;,j — S?I{i(’/‘j)éj,élj_p7[](h)) I(Tj > O)

J€T:

+> (sjﬁh(r]—)ajU;m - sini(rj)éjﬁgw(h)) I(rj < 0)}

JET;

~ - /
=E| (ijih(rj)éjULj - S?Ki(rj)éjﬁip,y(h)) (Sj%h(fj)CjUﬁ,,j - Sfﬁi(rj)éjﬁip,y(h)) I(rj > 0)]
jeT;
- 2 2 - - 2 2 - !
+E Z (Sjﬁh(rj)Cqup’j - sjﬁh(rj)cjﬂup,U(h)) (sjnh(rj)chup’j - Sjlih(rj)Cjﬂuva(h)) I(r; <0)
JET:
+E Z { (Sjllih(’rh)éh Ulz),jl - 5?1 H%(le)éjlgjp,U(h)) I(rh > 0)
J1,J2€T5,51#j2

+ (Sjlfih(rjl)éleLl},jl - Silﬁi(rn)éﬁg‘;,u(h» I(r;, < 0)}
: { (520 132)83 Uy = 55,158 (1) 5, (1)) 1, > 0)
I
(8520 32)85 Uy = 53,58 (132)832 By () T, < 0>} ] (A55)

By (A16), for any j,
l[sjrn(r;)éll < 2max k(z) = 2,

where the last line uses the condition that x is the uniform kernel. Moreover, Assumption 5 implies that

Ufp,j satisfies the condition of Lemma A5. Therefore, the third expectation in (A55) is O(h?).

=+
To compute the first two expectations, we write ¢; as FJ_ ] , where
C.
J
~+ Tj 4 o T /
& = (J(Tj >0), 2L 1(r; > 0)) , G = (I(rj < 0),=21(r; < 0)) .
Then
N o 0
Cj](’f’j>0): J , CjI(?"j<0): -
0 ¢;

Then the first expectation is a 4-by-4 matrix with zero third and fourth rows and columns. Since x is the
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uniform kernel, the top-left 2-by-2 block is given by

El > (ijﬂh(rj)UJ;,j - Sﬁﬂi(rj)BLTp,U(hD &er

jeT:

no
~—
~
—_

—E| Y (simnlr) Uy — S3n(r) B () éj(éj)’]

_jEJz

N 2
=FE Z s5KR(15) ( S sjﬁlfpﬂ(h)) 6}(6})']
LjeT:

2 2 S
=E Jisj< up.j sjﬁupU( )) nh(rj)cj'(cj) ,

where the last line is due to exchangeability. By the same argument as in (A11), we have

|2 (U = 880 () ()65 65

2
— hE {Js (U = 5B 0 ) 1rs = 0] Ap.
Note that
Ul = U =X (Bup(h) — Bo).

By Theorem 1,
Bup(h) = Bo + o(1).

Then,
EDUL = EVUS] =E[Jis; | rj = 0]+ (Bup(h) — Bo) = o(1).
By Lemma A3,
+ ) +
) = 200 =LA L 1)~ DROLL 1+ 01) = RO +o(1).

Expanding the square term in (A56), we obtain
2 (rr+ 3+ 2

E {Jisj (U = 5B 0) " 1y = 0}

A {Ji‘s? ( up,j CSJE(U[UW) | ;= 0} +o(1)
- 2

=E [Jis? (5up(h) — Bo+ U — gsjE“)[Uj]) |7 = o] +0(1)

2
—E [Jisi (U;” - CSjE(l)[UJﬂ) |7 = o] +o(1)

— GE® [(Uj - CstE(l)[Ujﬂ)2 |7 = 0] +o(1).
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Therefore, the first expectation in (A55) is given by

E® [(Uf — s EOW;) ;= 0] Ay 0
0 0

hio +o(h).

By symmetry, the second expectation in (A55) is given by

0 0
ha ~ | +o(h
@0 [0 E® {(Uj_ — Csj]E(l)[Uj‘])Q |rj = 0} Ay o(h)
Putting pieces together, we arrive at
!
Z sjkn(r)¢ Bj1 Z sjkn(r)¢ Bj1
JET: JET:
E@ [(Ut — ¢s, EO[WH)? |7, =0| 4 0
. (U = ¢ BOW;)* |75 = 0] Ao Lo -
0 E [(Uj — ¢ EOU))? |y = 0] Ao
Next, we move to the second term of (A54).
I
Z sikn ()¢ Bj2 Z sjkn(rj)e
JET: Jj€T:
2 2 ) x+ ~— 2 ~ ~f . .
=K Z sikn(ri)r; {’yupﬂ(h)I(rj > 0) + Yoo (W) (r; < 0)} i (% is uniform)
JE€ET:
2 2 o ~— 2
<IPE | s3kn(ry) {Vup,u(h)f(rj > 0) 4+ Yyp v (W) (r; < 0)} Cjc; (|kn(rj)ril < h)
JET:
2
= I°E [Jisiwj) (At (I3 > 0) + 35, (I (r; < 0)} ejé;} (Ikn(rs)ri| < h).
By Lemma A3, ﬁuip’U(h) = O(1). By (A16) and boundedness of J;,
li
Z sjkn(rj)e Z sjkn(r;)¢ Bja = O(h3) = o(h). (A58)
JET: JET:
By Lemma A4, (A57), and (A58),
E@ [(UF - ¢s,EO[UH)? | r; =0 Ay 0
Var(Qi1) = héo [ J ! J ! } o T R | +o(n).
0 E®) [(Uj — (s EOW)? |y :o} Ao
(A59)
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Lastly, we analyze the variance of Q;2, defined in (A53).

Qiz = Z ijfh(rj)éj ( Z smh(m)c@) Tup,U(h)

J€T: e b#g
= Y sysern(ry)rn(re) (Cmup,u (h)E;.
I ET;,jH#L
Thus,
E[Qi2Q)]
=E > $4150, 81250, (75, )m(m>nh<m2m<w2><czlTup,U(h))(cz;upmh))éﬁ63-2]

LJ1:02,01,02€ Ti,j1 701, jaF L2

2
J; N
) [2] 5j15£15j25£2f€h(7'j1)/fh(Tel)Hh("']é)lih(Tlg)(021Tup7U(h))(CQQTuRU(h))leC;Q].

By boundedness of J; and Lemma A5,
Var(Qiz) = E[Qi2Qjp] = O(h*) = o(h). (A60)

By Lemma A4, (A59), (A60), and (A53)

Var (h_1/2Dh1 Z Sj/ih(Tj)Cj {Uup,i - (Z Sj’{h(rj)cj) Tupr(h)})

JE€T: JjE€T:

@ [(U+ — cs. EO+ N 1 =0 4
— [E (05 O s =] A " ~]+o(1). (A61)

0 E® [(Uj— — s EOUT) |y = 0} Ay

Similar to (A38),

Ey [Z sikn(ry)e; {Uup,i — (Z sjnh(rj)cj) Tup,U(h)} = Py, (h) = Zup (W) Tup.v (h), (A62)
JE€ET: JjeT;
By (A52),
E® [(UF — cs. EQUH) |r; =0] A 0 o
\/N&—l/Q [( J — (s [ J ]) |y = } 0 , .
° 0 E® (U} — (s BV U5])” |75 = 0] Ag

. h71/2D51 <]5Uup (h) — zA)up(h)TUPvU)

4 N(0,I,)
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We can rewrite it as:

ﬁDﬁl (PUup(h) - iup(h)ﬂmﬂ)

(A64)

By (A49),

N (US (W)U )T () Tupv = €, UTupr = 0.

Thus,

m(BUP - 5up(h))
4 (USup(WU) 71U { P, (B) = Sup () Tup.0 |
'1

=VNh

= VNh- Ado AU (WU ™IU {PU‘, (h) — iup(h)Tupr} - (1+0p(1))
~ axo

= R G AU OB U | VRRBU) U { Pu, () = Sup(B)up - (14 02(1),

where the last line uses the fact that e/ U, ' = ¢}. By (A48),

VN(Bup — Bup(h))

- AZ(;O €, {(hUh)‘l(Uiup(h)U‘l)Uh}A VNh(hU,) U {PUup(h) - iup(h)rupﬂ} (1 + op(1))

= A(Z(;(O e {(hUh)*l(Uiup(h)Ufl)Uh}_1 .U - \/fD;l {}SU“p(h) — 2Up(h’)7—up,U} (14 op(1)).

where the last line uses the fact that U, 'U = (UD,U~!)"'U = UD;*. By (A48),

oAy 0

+o(1).
0 agd,| TOW

(hUp) " (USup (W)U 1U, =
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Thus,

el {(hUh)*l(Uiup(h)Ufl)U,,}_1 = ¢

Then, we have

. ~ 1 ~ ~ N -
VB ) = o 5" — 45" N D { Py 1)~ S B } -1+ 0n(1).
By (A63), we have

VNR(Bup = Bup ()

4N (0, @2070)2 ehAgt AgAgtes - {E<2> [(Uj - CsjE“)[Uﬁﬂ +E® [(Uj - csﬂE(l)[Uj]ﬂ }) .
X0

(A65)

Again, the proof is then completed by

e’lAalfloAglel = Cyar(K).

A.6 Asymptotic bias analysis in non-standard asymptotic regimes
A.6.1 Growing-J regime
TBA.

A.6.2 Growing-correlation regime

TBA.

A.7 Miscellaneous results

Lemma A6. For a bivariate random vector (V, R), let g(r) =E[V | R =r]- f(r) where f(r) be the density
function of R. Assume g is continuous. Then, for any k >0 and p € {0,1}, as h — 0,

E [VRri(R)I((=1)PR > 0)] = (=1)"*h*** - {g(0) My + o(1)} ,
Proof of Lemma A6. We first prove the case of p = 0. By law of iterated expectation,
E [VR*skp(R)I(R > 0)] =E [E[V | R|RFkn(R)I(R > 0)]
N /ooo Gk g (r)dr T2 R /OOO g(ha)z* w(z)de

= pktl /01 g(hx)z*k(z)d, (A66)
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where the last line is because « is supported on [—1,1]. By Dominated Convergence Theorem,

1 1

lim | g(hz)a"k(z)ds = / g(0)z"k(z)dx = g(0)Mj,.

h—0 Jg 0
To prove the second claim, we rewrite the LHS as (—1)*E[V (—=R)*I(—R € (0,h))]. The proof is completed
by noting that E[V | =R =] - f(—r) = g(—r) where f(—r) is the density of —R. O

Lemma A7. In the setting of Lemma A6, assume that g € C* and let g)(r) denote the t-th order derivative
of g for any t < s. Then, for any k >0 and p € {0,1}, as h — 0,

S

E (VR s (R)I((-1)R > 0)] = (1)1 {Z SO (Lhzliw fff“) } ,
t=0 ’ ’

where O(+) only hides absolute constants.
Proof of Lemma A7. We first prove the case of p = 0. Let

g<t> .

Since g € C; (R), |b(r)| < L|r|**'/(s + 1)!. Then

‘/ 19(}”")”““ H( Siht A /0 1%’““f~t<w)daz’ < /0 ” b(ha)at k() da

®(0)M L o
‘/ (hx)z® K (x)dx E J (0)' Rttt Shsﬂi'-/ aF g (x)de
— t! (s+1! Jo
LMy,
(s+1)!

By (A66), we obtain the result. The second claim follows from the same argument at the end of the proof of
Lemma AG6. O]

Lemma AS8. For a trivariate random vector (V, Ry, Rz), let v(r1,72) = E[V | Ry = r1, Re = 1] - u(ry, r2),

where u(ri,re) be the density function of (Ri,Ra). Assume that v is continuous. For any non-negative
integers ty,ta, write vt (1 o) for %U(T’l,’f‘g). Then, for any k,£ >0 and p,q € {0,1}, as h — 0,

E VR’ngnh(Rl)mh(Rg)I((—l)pRl > 0)((~1)7R, > o)] - (—1)pk+q£hk+e+2{U(O’O)(O,O)MkMg + 0(1)}.

Proof of Lemma A8. We first prove the case with p = ¢ = 0. The proof strategy closely mirrors that of
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Lemma A6. By law of iterated expectation,

E [VRYRS ki (R1)kn(R2)I(Ry > 0)I(Ry > 0)]

/ / v(ry, o) T17’2I€ ( f;) K <%) dridrs

z1=r1/h,22=r2/h hk+£+2/ / y(hx17hx2)aj]fxéfi($1)/€(£2)d$1d$2
0
1 el
:hk+€+2/ / v(hay, hag)aiabk (v1) k (22) dodes
0 JO

where the last line is because & is supported on [—1, 1]. By Dominated Convergence Theorem,

11
lim/ / v(hay, hao)zb bk (21) K (22) doyday
0

h—0 Jo

11
= / / v(0,0)z¥ ek (1) K (x2) dzyday
o Jo

= ’l)(O7 O)MkMg.

In general, we can replace by (R, Rs) by ((—=1)?R1,(—1)?R2). Then v(r1,7r2) should be replaced by
v((=1)Pry, (—1)%ry). Thus, v(*1:%2)(0,0) becomes (—1)Ptr+atzy(t:t2)(0, 0). O

Lemma A9. In the setting of Lemma A8, assume that v € C*. Then, for any k,£ > 0 and p,q € {0,1}, as
h—0,

E [VR’ngfsh(Rl)mh(Rg)I((—1)”R1 > 0)I((~1)7Ry > o)}

- (_1)pk+‘1€hk+e+2{ Z (— 1)pt1+qt2 (t17t2)(0 0)%}«}1“2

]
t1+t2<s falts!

L2+t s+1
+0 m(Mk-‘rs-‘rlMé + Moy s 1 My)h .
In particular, when s = 1, k,£ = O(1), and Muyax(k,cy+2 < o0, then
E [VR’fRémh(Rl)nh(Rg)]((—l)pRl > 0)I((—1)7Ry > 0)}
= (—1>p’“+qfh’“””{v<0, 0) Mj My + ((—1)%“’0) (0,0) M1 My + (—1)%0 1 (0, 0)MkMe+1) h
+ 0 (Ln?) }
Proof of Lemma A9. We first prove the case with p = ¢ = 0. Let

Z (tl’t2)(0 0) ty to

b(’f’h’l’g) = ’U(’I"l,’]"z) — t1't2 1 7’2 .

t1+t2<s
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Since v € C3 (R?),

L L
b(ﬁ,Tz) < Z TS " 1‘t1|7°2|t2 < Z @(|7‘1|S+1 + |7’2|s+1) <

t1+to=s+1 t14+to=s+1
L25+1
= Gl el

Then

v(hay, hao)a¥zbk (21) K (22) doyday

Z ht1+t2 tlltzo 0 / / k+t1 €+t2 (1’1) (xg)d:cld:cQ

t1+t2<s
s+1
. L2

<h / / BT ek el oY) k() k(@) dy dy.

This is equivalent to

v(t:t2)(0,0)

v(ha1, h ) dwydzz — A
1, T2 ,1313325 (3:1) ('CU2 L1402 Z t1't2

t14+t2<s

1 L28+1
(s+1)!

<Rt (Myqs41Me+ MpMoysi1) .

Mk‘-‘rt] MZ-&-tQ

The result with other (p, g) can be obtained by the same argument at the end of the proof of Lemma A8. [

Lemma A10. For any matrices A, ¥, assume that A is invertible and
Al @ lop A7 lop < 1/2.

Then, for any s > 0,

(A+hD)™H = h - ATHRATY O (R AT
t=0

where O(-) only hides universal constants.

Proof of Lemma A10. We have
(A+h0)~ = A~Y2( 4 hAY2wA1/2)=1 4712,

Our condition implies |hA™Y2WA~1/2||,, < 1. As a result,

1 >
(14+hA72wA712) = ST ptAT 2w AT
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and, for any s > 0,

H (I + hA71/2\I,A71/2)_1 _ th(A71/2\IJA71/2)t
t=0

< th||A71/2\I/A71/2||Zp < 2hs+1||A71/2\IJA71/2”ggl
t>s

st el

=2 AT S < 2n AT

O

Lemma A11. Let &,..., &y be i.i.d. random vectors in R with E[||&|21°] < oo and Var(&;) is strictly
positive definite. Then

dw ((Var(€)) ™/ VR (Bxle] ~ Ble]), N0, 1)) < o (B [I6I5™] + (B [lal3=]) "},

where dyy denotes the Wasserstein-1 distance.

Proof of Lemma A11. By AM-GM inequality and Jensen inequality,

E (6 - B3] < 2 (E[I&l37] + (EL&]1)**) < 24 [J16)3+]

By Theorem 1.1 of Gallouét et al. (2018),

dw ((Var(€))™* - VN(Exlg] - El&]), N(0, 1)) < N% {Efl&l5] +E (&3]}

The proof is then completed by Hélder’s inequality. O

B Detailed Comparison to Current Practice

Many published articles feature designs suitable for RDA. In this section, we describe the empirical strategies
employed by the authors of those articles. We detail the main differences between their approaches and ours,
highlighting the potential gains from using the estimators from Section 2.2. Section B.1 discusses studies
that, in the absence of the RDA methodology, did not use RD variation at all. We then turn to papers that
used some RD specifications at the aggregated or disaggregated levels in Sections B.2 and B.3, respectively.

Finally, we discuss papers that estimated spillovers from RD events, as in Section 4.1.

B.1 Difference-in-Differences Specifications in RDA Settings

The first group of studies, listed in Panel A of Appendix Table A1, uses difference-in-differences and similar
designs in settings where RDA estimation is feasible and could provide more credible identification.

Besley and Case (2003, Tables 8-10) consider the effects of legislature composition — one of the prime
applications of RDA. To estimate the effects on policy choices of the fractions of female and Democratic
legislators in U.S. state houses, where most seats are elected in single-seat races, they employ the two-way

fixed effects OLS specification with a time-varying treatment:

Yie = BXit + 7' Wit + FE; + FE; + errory,.
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A credible instrument for X;; could be obtained by leveraging the structure of the treatment as aggregating
discontinuity events.

Similar examples are found in difference-in-differences studies of the effects of political connections on
industries and firms. Akcigit et al. (2023, Table 10) estimate how a larger fraction of politically connected
firms in an industry — defined as firms whose employee has been elected in a local council — affects industry
outcomes. They use OLS estimation, despite using conventional RD for firm-level outcomes. Cooper et al.
(2010) similarly consider the association between the number of politicians supported by a firm who get
elected and firm performance.

Finally, Saez et al. (2019) estimate the wage effects of a payroll tax cut that applied to workers below the
age of 25. Their difference-in-differences specification compares firms with different shares of young workers,
under a parallel trends assumption. The RDA approach would instead leverage the age cutoff, recognizing
that a firm’s share of young workers is an aggregate of worker-level discontinuities. The RDA strategy would
thus entail comparing firms with workers age 25 or just above to firms with workers just below 25, providing

credible RD variation.

B.2 Upper-Level Outcome and Upper-Level Specification

We now consider 19 papers from Panel B of Appendix Table A1 where RD variation is used in some way
and the regression analysis is conducted at the upper-level (i-level in the notation of Section 2). These

specifications can generally be represented as

Y; = BXi +'Q; + 7' W; + error, (B1)

where X; is constructed from all subunits and is instrumented by Z; = > sjz; constructed from the

j€C;i
subunits near the cutoff only. Furthermore, Q; represents controls construct]ed in some way from subunit-
level variables and W; are other controls and fixed effects.

The key difference between our proposal and what is found in the literature is in the set of controls Q;.
We discuss the three RDA controls @; in equation (8) in turn. The majority of papers include the first
control: the total weight of narrow elections.*? One exception is Valentim and Dinas (2024) who instead
control for the weight of narrow elections below the cutoff; this produces a biased coefficient.*3

The second RDA control — the aggregated running variable in narrow elections — is not found in any of
the papers we have reviewed. While some papers have no analog to it (e.g., Campante and Yanagizawa-Drott
(2018); Nellis and Siddiqui (2018)), several variations have been employed. Azoulay et al. (2019) take an
unweighted average of running variables near the cutoff, while the instrument is a sum of RD shocks weighted
by some dollar amounts. The same is true for Folke (2014) and Merildinen (2022) whose average additionally
includes non-close elections. Clots-Figueras (2012) and Bhalotra et al. (2014, 2021) use a different strategy:
they control for the running variables of each subunit (including with non-narrow elections) separately. This
requires ordering the subunits in an arbitrary way (such that changing the order would change the IV
estimate) and filling missing values as zeros for units that have fewer subunits than others. Neither of these

strategies appears to have a clear justification.

42Instead of controlling for it, some papers (e.g., Folke (2014), Azoulay et al. (2019)), in the language of Borusyak and Hull
(2023), recenter the instrument Z; by subtracting 0.5 times the total weight of narrow elections.

43To see this bias, notice that B> jec; $i%i + 702 jec; $i = (B+70) Xjec, $izi + 70 2 jec, $i(1 — 2;). The left-hand side
here corresponds to (8), while the right-hand side to the specification of Valentim and Dinas (2024). The reduced-form coefficient
therefore identifies 8 + o instead of 3. Akey (2015) (Table 7, column 2) employs a similar specification, except he interprets
the second coefficient as a causal effect of losing.
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Finally, we are not aware of any study that included any version of the running variable aggregated among
narrow wins only. Absent the second and third RDA variables, the estimators used in the literature do not
inherit the properties of standard RD and therefore may not enjoy the low bias advantages of local linear
estimation.

We conclude by noting that, while most of the papers estimate (B1) by IV, Akey (2015) considers its
reduced-form instead. We see several disadvantages to this approach. It is a less coherent specification than
IV since the explanatory variable depends on the bandwidth choice, and thus is not an economic variable
with independent meaning. Practically speaking, if the fraction of narrow victories is correlated with the
fraction of non-narrow victories (as may happen when the bandwidth is not infinitesimal), the reduced-form
specification is biased. And even if the correlation is small or absent, the reduced-form specification is likely

less efficient, as the error term includes the effects of non-narrow victories.

B.3 Upper-Level Outcome and Lower-Level Specification

The final group of 8 papers (Panel C of Appendix Table Al) considers outcomes measured at the more
aggregated level than the discontinuity events but estimates certain regressions at the lower level. To structure
the discussion, recall that the stacking approach of Section 2.2 involves the sample of all narrow elections

and a fuzzy RD specification with the reduced-form
Yi(j) = pz; +7'q; + error, (B2)

with Xj(;) as the endogenous variable in the structural equation, and s;kp(r;) as weights. The current
practice deviates in terms of the sample restrictions and the use of OLS vs IV.

First, while some papers (e.g., de Benedictis-Kessner and Warshaw (2020); de Benedictis-Kessner et al.
(2024)) keep the full stacked sample of narrow elections, others restrict the sample in different ways. Beach
and Jones (2017) only keep one narrow election for each unit, which has the running variable closest to the
cutoff (although this does not affect too many units in their setting). Dell and Querubin (2018, Section III)
only keep the narrow election that happened chronologically first. These approaches limit the amount of
identifying variation, which our paper shows not to be necessary.

Second, while some papers (Carozzi et al. (2022) and Dell and Querubin (2018)) clearly introduce the
upper-level treatment and use the IV specification (10), the majority of papers estimate the reduced-form (B2)
by OLS. This has both conceptual and practical issues. Conceptually, (B2) is not a coherent causal model: it
provides multiple, mutually inconsistent, expressions for the outcome, and the Stable Unit Treatment Value
Assumption (SUTVA) is clearly violated. The causal effects of an extra election victory are also expected
to vary substantially with s;, limiting external validity of the OLS coefficient. For instance, de Benedictis-
Kessner and Warshaw (2020) find the effect of an extra Democrat to be much larger in small legislatures. This
issue would be avoided by an IV specification with the share of Democrats in the legislature as the treatment.
Practically, in finite samples where the bandwidth is non-negligible, z; may be non-trivially correlated with
the treatment statuses of other subunits (both narrow and others). This potentially results in a form of

asymptotic bias that doesn’t arise in IV analyses, although we do not perform a formal analysis.

B.4 RD Spillovers

Section 4.1 proposes three RDA estimators in the context of spillovers: specifications at the level of outcome

units ¢, at the bilateral level 4, j, and by intervention unit j. Versions of all three approaches have been used
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previously; yet, like in Sections B.2 and B.3, none of them exactly coincides with our proposal.

Surprisingly, we have found only one paper that performs estimation at the ¢ level (Mora-Garéia and
Rau, 2023). This stands in contrast not only with the many papers using the upper-level specification in
the aggregation setting of Section B.2, but more importantly with how peer effects are usually estimated
in economics, via either exogenous or endogenous peer effects models (Manski, 1993). Ultimately, i-level
specifications are, in our view, the most natural and coherent way to study i-level outcomes. Similar to
papers in Section B.2, Mora-Garéia and Rau (2023) do not include the third RDA control of equation (9)
and only include the second RDA control as a robustness check.**

All other papers use specifications at the bilateral level or averaged by intervention unit j, and they are
subject to the issues raised in Section B.3. The first issue involves unnecessarily restricting the sample. We
find this in Dahl et al. (2014) who entirely drop all units with more than one neighbor near the cutoff. The
second issue is that most papers consider reduced-form OLS regressions on z;, rather than introducing the
treatment at the level of outcome units (or perhaps as in (25)). The only exception we are aware of is Dube
et al. (2019) who estimate a bilateral IV specification similar to what we propose, with the average status of
the peers as the endogenous variable. Other papers — e.g., Baskaran and Hessami (2018) and Dechezleprétre
et al. (2023) at the bilateral level and Santoleri et al. (2022) and Bhalotra et al. (2018) at the j level — are
subject to the conceptual and practical concerns of reduced-form specifications discussed in Section B.3.4?

C Data Appendix

Our analysis is at the level of state-industry cells for each decennial census year from 1960-2010 (i.e., each
year that divides by ten). We begin by discussing the data construction steps for our three data sources
separately: decennial censuses, CPS, the unionization elections data. We then turn to how we merge them
into a consistent cell-level panel; this involves creating a harmonized industry classification and computing

cell-level variables, such as inequality measures.

Decennial census data. Census public-use micro-data were downloaded from the IPUMS USA website.
For 1960, 1980, 1990, and 2000, we used the 5% “state” samples. For 1970, we combined the 2% “state” and
2% “metro” samples. To represent 2010, we combine the American Community Survey (ACS) samples for
2009-2013. All of these samples are nationally representative for the US population.

We assign each individual to their state of residence. While state of employment could be more relevant
for our analysis, it is not available in some of the samples. The state of residence is observed in most samples;
the only exception is the 1970 metro samples which do not report the state for the 17% of individuals living
in metropolitan areas and other county groups that cross state boundaries. We duplicate observations for
those individuals and adjust their projection weights to equal the original weight multiplied by each state’s
proportion of the metropolitan area or county group’s total population.?® We discuss the assignment of

workers to industries below.

44In addition, they limit the sample of outcome units to those outside the bandwidth and, in the main analysis, define the
treatment by averaging only across the peers within the bandwidth. Our theory would apply even with the full sample and a
more natural definition of the treatment based on all peers.

45These concerns also apply to papers that use IV estimation with a j-level treatment, rather than our proposed i-level
treatment. Isen (2014), for instance, estimates the effect of Y; on the average outcome of j’s neighbors. This is in contract to
a conventional endogenous peer effects model that would estimate the effect of the average outcome of ¢’s neighbors on Y;. See
Clark (2009) and Dahl et al. (2014) for related examples.

46We used IPUMS USA (2024) to identify the county composition of each metropolitan area and county group, and obtained
the 1970 county populations from IPUMS NHGIS.
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For each worker, we observe their pre-tax annual labor income (variable INCWAGE). Top-coded income
values are multiplied by 1.5 (Autor et al., 2008).*” We then compute the hourly wage as the income dividing
by the weeks of work and the average number of hours per week.*

We measure workers’ education and potential work experience using the most detailed education question
(EDUCD). The groupings defined by this question vary across samples, sometimes closer aligned with the
years of schooling and other times with the highest degree obtained. In all cases, it is sufficiently detailed
to determine whether the individual has exactly a high school degree, exactly a college degree, or other
education levels above and below. It is also sufficient to measure years of schooling, at least approximately,
which we use to define potential work experience as the age minus 6 and minus the years of schooling.

We classify a worker as a manager if their occupation (0CC1990) belongs to the IPUMS categories “Ex-
ecutive, Administrative, and Managerial” and “Management Related” .

We impose several sample restrictions. First, we focus on 18-65 year-old adults. Second, we only keep
workers who have been employed for 50-52 weeks (the largest weeks-worked category) during the year pre-
ceding the survey and worked at least 20 hours a week on average. Individuals who worked fewer weeks likely
changed jobs within the year, making it more difficult to correctly assign them to an industry. Third, we re-
quire that workers earn at least half of the effective minimum hourly wage (obtained from U.S. Department of
Labor (2025)).4° Fourth, we exclude workers in the public administration and armed forces industries, as well

as self-employed workers, retaining only those eligible to unionize through NLRB representation elections. *°

CPS data. To capture variables not available in the census—unionization rates and fringe benefits—we
leverage CPS samples, downloaded from IPUMS CPS.%! To measure unionization rates, we use CPS MORG
(Merged Outgoing Rotation Group) samples from 1983-2015, along with the May supplement to the CPS
in 1977-1980. The surveys ask workers whether they are union members (UNION variable). 52 For fringe
benefits, we use CPS ASEC (Annual Social and Economic Supplements) from 1980-2014, along with the
May supplement in 1979. The workers are asked if they are covered by an employer-sponsored pension plan
(PENSION variable) and whether they enrolled in their employer’s group health plan during the previous year
(INCLUGH variable). We use the same four individual-level sample restrictions as in the decennial census.
Respondents with imputed values for the union, pension, or health-insurance variables were excluded from
the construction of the corresponding measures.

To increase sample size when measuring changes in the rates of unionization, pension, and insurance
coverage between adjacent census years, we pool data from multiple years of the CPS. Where possible, we
compare the five years after the end of the decade to five years before the beginning of the decade. For
instance, the differenced outcome for the decade of the 2000s is calculated as the change between 198690
and 2000-04. We deviate from this rule in the 1980s because of data availability; Appendix Table A14

47Until 1980, Census income data used uniform national top-coding thresholds. From 1990 onward, top-coding is state-specific.
During the full period we multiply top-coded values by 1.5.

48Due to data availability, we measure working hours using the IPUMS HRSWORK2 variable for 1960 and 1970 and the UHRSWORK
variable from 1980 onward. The former is categorical and measures “hours worked last week”, while the latter is continuous and
measure “usual hours worked per week [in the last year]”. For each category of HRSWORK2, we assign the midpoint value; for the
top category (60+), we assign 65. Weeks worked is based on the categorized WKSWORK2 variable which is available for all years
and measures: “Weeks worked last year”.

49The effective minimum wage is the maximum of the state and federal minimum wages in each state-year. State-level minimum
wage data are unavailable for 1960; we therefore use the federal minimum wage of $1 for all states in that year.

50We filter based on industry classification rather than self-reported government employment, as the latter may not fully align
with the National Labor Relations Act’s definition of covered employees

51With the exception of the May supplement for 1979, which was downloaded from NBER.

52The CPS union status question requires respondents to select one of three options: “No union coverage,” “Member of labor

union,” or “Covered by union but not a member.” We define unionized workers as those who select the second option only.
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provides the details.

Unionization elections. We use the NLRB (National Labor Relations Board) unionization election data
maintained by Hank Farber and John-Paul Ferguson. %3 We keep observations from 1961—the earliest
available year—until the beginning of 2009, after which industry variables are no longer available. The
original dataset includes 250,719 elections.

The raw data contain a small number of duplicated records of the same election. We remove these in two
steps. First, among elections with the same case number, unit type, and number of eligible voters, we drop
duplicates that share either the same election date or the same employer name. Second, among elections
with the same employer name, unit type, and number of eligible voters, we drop duplicates that match on
at least two of the following three characteristics: county, election date, and votes in favor of the union.

Each election is attributed to a geographic location (directly including the state), an industry, and a
decade. We generally define decades as starting in the year that ends with 0 and finishing in the year which
ends with 9, e.g. 1980-1989. The earliest and latest decades are slightly shorter because, as just mentioned,
the data start in 1961 and end early in 2009. We discuss industry classifications below.

We observe the number of eligible voters in the bargaining unit, the number of votes cast for and against
the union, as well as whether the union has been formed. In most cases, the union is formed when the vote
share (out of the total votes cast) strictly exceeds 50%, but in a small fraction of cases this is not the case,
perhaps because of the reversal during the appeal process. We further observe whether the election is a union
decertification election. In the main analysis, we do not distinguish between certification and decertification
elections, counting workers in re-certified unions as newly unionized; we make other choices in a robustness
check, as well as in Section 5.2.6.

While we use the full set of union elections to construct the treatment variable,’* our instrument is
constructed only from the elections that satisfy several criteria. Of course, it only includes close elections,
defined by the vote share in favor of the union falling within a bandwidth around the cutoff of 50%. We make
two additional restrictions. First, following common practice in the unionization RD literature, elections with
fewer than 20 votes were excluded (DiNardo and Lee, 2004; Lee and Mas, 2012; Frandsen, 2021). Second,
we drop elections that ended in a tie. Although by the National Labor Relations Act a tie is equivalent to a
union loss, including those elections in the sample may lead to bias. Elections with an even number of votes
will mechanically have a much higher chance of resulting in a close union loss than in a close union win. For
example, consider an election with 20 votes given bandwidth of 10%. There are there outcomes resulting in
a close loss (8-12, 9-11, and 10-1) but only two outcomes resulting in a close win (12-8 and 11-9). Excluding
the tie, we prevent a negative mechanical correlation between the election result and workplace size.?®

Third, following Frandsen (2017, 2021), the instrument construction also excludes elections that ended
with a one-vote margin in either direction. Frandsen (2017, 2021) documented the imbalance of covariates
and unequal frequency of union wins and losses in such elections. Figure A3 confirms this in our dataset,
showing approximately 18,000 “missing” workers in elections that ended with exactly a one-vote margin in
favor of the unions. A presumed explanation is that published unionization result may in some cases report

vote counts post appeals and other legal process, and that the tendency to appeal and the acceptance rate

53For elections from 1961-1990, we use Ferguson’s “nlrb_ old_ rcases” dataset, available on his GitHub repository. For elections

from 1991-2009, we use data files provided directly by Hank Farber.

54Except a small fraction that we cannot attribute to an industry. This explains the slightly smaller total number of elections
of 232,267 in Table A3. We include the entire set of 250,063 elections in the counterfactual analysis of Section 5.2.6.

55Tn support of this argument, Wang and Young (2022) provide empirical evidence that tied elections are very different from
elections where the union lost or won by a slightly larger margin.
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of those appeals is heterogeneous between close wins and close losses.

Table A3 presents summary statistics for the full set of unionization elections, as well as the restricted set
for the instrument construction. The average vote share for the unions and the share of union wins are close
to 50% in both samples. The average number of votes in the treatment (instrument) sample is 54.9 (98.3),
and the share of manufacturing establishments is 43% (52%). In both samples, over half of the elections
occurred in the 1960s and 1970s, which constitute only 40% of the study period, reflecting the decline in

unionization since 1980.

Industry classification. To construct both labor market outcomes and new unionization rates by state-
industry cells, we had to create an industry classification harmonized both across data sources and over time.
The classifications in all our data sources are based, in one way or another, on SIC codes before around 2000
and on NAICS codes thereafter. Thus, we also created two harmonized classifications for the two subperiods,
resulting in 70 industries based on 2-digit SIC87 codes and 73 industries based on 3-digit NAICS97 codes
covering the entire private sector of the economy. We use our SIC-based classification for the 1960s—1990s
and the NAICS-based classification for the 2000s.

For union elections filed before the end of 1998 (which covers most elections that took place before the
end of 1999), the NLRB data report the 3-digit SIC code (with some changes in the classification over
time discussed below). The decennial censuses up until 1990 and the CPS up until 2002 use a different
classification—variable IND1990—that was harmonized over time by IPUMS.?6 This classification is loosely
based on on 3-digit SIC87 codes. To minimize measurement error, we convert IND1990 industries to 2-
digit SIC87 codes by leveraging crosswalks created by David Dorn (Autor et al., 2019). Specifically, he
published many-to-one crosswalks from IND1990 to a slightly aggregated classification developed by him
called IND1990ddx, as well as from 4-digit SIC87 codes to IND1990ddx. While the resulting mapping from
IND1990 to the 3-digit SIC87 codes that we observe in the NLRB data would be many-to-many, the mapping
to 2-digit SIC87 codes is mostly many-to-one. 7 In the rare cases where this is not the case, we merge those
2-digit SIC87 codes together, resulting in the 70 industry codes in our classification.

We make adjustments for the changes in the SIC classifications over time in the NLRB data. While
SIC87 codes are reported since 1987, the SIC72 classification is used between 1972 and 1986. In those years,
we only keep the elections in industries for which over 95% of national employment mapped to one of our
(significantly more aggregated) codes.’® Elections prior to 1972 use even earlier SIC schemes (SIC57 and
SIC67). We drop all elections that did not align with a single code in our classification using the crosswalk
used by Eckert et al. (2021).

The NAICS-based concordance is more straightforward. For union elections filed since 1999, the NLRB

data report the 3-digit NAICS code, also with some changes in the classification over time. The decennial

56Note that the harmonization process conducted by IPUMS follows a majority rule, assigning each original industry code
to the harmonized industry that the majority of observations would have been assigned to. This process may lead to some
inconsistencies between the census and the unionization data in earlier decades.

57The census industry classification scheme includes some “not specified” industries within broad industry categories (e.g.,
IND1990 code 122 “Food industries, not specified”). In David Dorn’s crosswalk, these industries were excluded from matching
to SIC industries, presumably because they would need to be matched to too many 4-digit SIC industries. We took advantage
of our more aggregate 2-digit SIC classification and manually matched these industries to single 2-digit SIC codes where
possible. Our manual matches include: IND1990 code 122 “Food industries, not specified” to SIC87 code 20 “Food and Kindred
Products”; IND1990 code 332 “Machinery, not specified.” to SIC87 code 35 “Industrial and Commercial Machinery and Computer
Equipment”; IND1990 code 350 “Electrical machinery, equipment, and supplies, not specified” to SIC87 code 36 “Electronic &
Other Electrical Equipment & Components”; IND1990 code 472 “Utilities, not specified” to SIC87 code 49 “Electric, Gas and
Sanitary Services”; IND1990 code 863 “Family child care homes” to SIC87 code 83 “Social Services.”

58This calculation relies on the economic censuses of 1987 (Census, 1993), which report total employment data according to
both SIC72 and SICS87.
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censuses of 2000 and 2010 and the CPS starting in 2003 report the variable INDNAICS which is closely based on
NAICS97 codes and harmonized over time. Specifically, its first three digits coincide with 3-digit NAICS97,
except for “not specified” industries which we drop and a few other industries which we merge together.>®
We also merge a few codes where the NAICS codes changed over time in the decennial censuses and CPS
in a way that is not many-to-one from the newer codes to NAICS97, ultimately resulting in our 73-industry
classification. In total, across the entire period of our study, we were able to match 92.9% of unionization
elections and 99% of census records to our industry codes.

The transition from SIC to NAICS industries creates additional complications when measuring outcomes
in 10-year changes. For decennial census variables, this affects the change from 1990 to 2000. The 2000 census,
however, includes the IND1990 variable converted from INDNAICS using a crosswalk designed by IPUMS.
We therefore compute the 1990 to 2000 change using our SIC-based classification. While the conversion
could introduce noise in differenced outcomes, we find it reassuring that employment changes do not exhibit
substantially higher volatility in the 1990s than in the decade before or after.5°

Industry transitions in the CPS, which happened between 2002 and 2003, require more care. This affects
differenced outcomes not only in the 1990s (measured as 2000-2004 minus 1986-1990) but also in the 2000s
(measured as 2010-2014 minus 1996-2000; see Table A14). The conversion from INDNAICS codes to IND1990
for 2003-04 was done by IPUMS, and we use it to compute the changes over the 1990s in our SIC-based clas-
sification. In the other direction, we apply the IPUMS crosswalk ourselves, converting IND1990 to INDNAICS
for 1996-2000 to compute the changes over the 2000s using our NAICS-based classification.

State-by-industry panel and variable construction. Once all of our datasets have harmonized state
and industry information and are assigned to a decade (in the NLRB data) or a census year (in the decennial
censuses and the CPS), we compute differenced outcomes in the panel of state-level cells by decade. Since our
industry classification changes in 2000, we compute all outcomes for the year 2000 using both classifications.

The computation of the treatment, instrument, and the RDA controls is described in detail in the main
text. We drop a small number of cell-decades in which there were more workers eligible to vote in unionization
elections than the total number of workers at the beginning of the decade according to the census, as those
cells probably contain miscoding of the industry variable or inconsistency between the census and NLRB
coding.

Most outcomes are straightforward. The union density, pension coverage, and insurance coverage rates
are fractions of the corresponding answers in the CPS, using projection weights. In the decennial censuses,
the Gini index and the top-10% income share are calculated based on the total labor income. The log 90-10
wage ratio and the variance of log wages, along with average wages for different workforce segments, are
computed based from log hourly wages. All measures are weighted by projection weights. Employment is
measured as the sum of weights within each cell.

To estimate the college wage premium by cell and year, we broadly follow Autor et al. (2008) and Farber
et al. (2021). We select the sample or workers with either exactly a high-school degree or at least a college

degree (or more). We then estimate the following regression by OLS with projection weights:

59We dropped codes 3MS “Not specified industries” and 4MS “Not specified retail trade” An example of industries that we
merged is construction, which has only one INDNAICS code (code 22) but multiple 3-digit NAICS codes.

60 A small issue also arises from the fact that about one-third of the unionization elections that happened in 1999 are recorded
with NAICS codes. We exclude these elections from the RDA variables construction.
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log Wage, = Ys(oyi(o)t(0) College, + B;(o)t(o)XO + error, (C1)

where o stands for an individual observation that belongs to state s(0), industry i(0), and year t(0), College,
is the dummy of having at least a college degree, and X, include the following set of demographics variables:
a female dummy, a non-white dummy, a quartic term in experience, and interaction terms of the female
dummy with both the non-white dummy and the quartic in experience term. Like Farber et al. (2021), we
allow the demographic coefficients to vary by state and decade. However, we restrict them to be the same
across industries within each state-decade because the sample size would be insufficient for a fully-flexible
specification. The estimates of v4;; are the estimated college wage premiums.

For the inequality variables (except the college wage premium), overall wages and employment variables,
and all CPS variables, we replace a cell-decade observation as missing if it represents less than 1,000 workers
after applying projection weights or is based on less than 10 raw observations, either at the beginning or at
the end of the decade. For census variables based on a subgroup, we require to have 10 raw observations
for that subgroup: e.g., we only compute the average wage of college-educated workers in a cell if there are
at least 10 college-educated respondents in that cell. For the college wage premium, we require at least 10

observations for both high school graduates and workers with a college degree or more.
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Appendix Tables

Table Al: Published Papers Suitable for the RDA Design

Citation Journal Equations  Tables
Panel A: Difference-in-Differences Specifications
Besley and Case (2003) Journal of Economic Literature
Cooper et al. (2010) The Journal of Finance
Saez et al. (2019) American Economic Review
Akcigit et al. (2023) Econometrica
Panel B: Aggregated Outcomes, Upper-Level Specifications
Clots-Figueras (2011) Journal of Public Economics 3,4 7
Clots-Figueras (2012) American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 1,2 2,3
Bhalotra and Clots-Figueras (2014) American Economic Journal: Economy Policy 1,2 2
Cunat et al. (2012) The Journal of Finance 6,7 4,5
Bhalotra et al. (2014) Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization 1,2 2,3
Folke (2014) Journal of the European Economic Association 4,5 3
Akey (2015) The Review of Financial Studies - 7
Nellis et al. (2016) Quarterly Journal of Political Science 2,3 3
Nellis and Siddiqui (2018) American Political Science Review 2,3 2
Campante and Yanagizawa-Drott (2018) Quarterly Journal of Economics 7 4
Hyytinen et al. (2018) American Political Science Review 1,4 3
Azoulay et al. (2019) The Review of Economic Studies 3.3,3.4 8
Priyanka (2020) Labour Economics 1,2 3
Bhalotra et al. (2021) Journal of Development Economics 1,2 2
Merildinen (2022) The Economic Journal 2,4 3
Bahar et al. (2023) Management Science 6,7 8
Sgrensen (2023) Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization 1,2 2
Baskaran et al. (2024b) Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization 1,2 1
Geys et al. (2024) The Journal of Politics 1,4 Fig. 2
Valentim and Dinas (2024) British Journal of Political Science - 3
Panel C: Aggregated Outcomes, Lower-Level Specifications
Ferreira and Gyourko (2014) Journal of Public Economics 4 11
Beach and Jones (2017) American Economic Journal: Economy Policy 1 3
Dell and Querubin (2018) Quarterly Journal of Economics 1 2,3
de Benedictis-Kessner and Warshaw (2020)  Journal of Politics - Fig. 7
Carozzi et al. (2022) American Economic Journal: Applied Economics 2,3 2
Baskaran and Hessami (2023) The Review of Economics and Statistics 2 3
Tan (2023) Journal of Labor Economics 2 2-4
de Benedictis-Kessner et al. (2024) American Journal of Political Science - Fig. 4
Panel D: Spillovers
Clark (2009) Journal of Political Economy 2 4
Dahl et al. (2014) American Economic Review 3-5 1
Isen (2014) Journal of Public Economics 5,6 3-5
Baskaran and Hessami (2018) American Economic Journal: Economic Policy 2 9
Bhalotra et al. (2018) The Economic Journal 1 3
Dube et al. (2019) American Economic Review 9 3
Fu and Gregory (2019) Econometrica 4 Fig. 4
Johnson (2020) American Economic Review 2 2
Santoleri et al. (2022) The Review of Economics and Statistics 1 7
Jones et al. (2022) American Economic Review 3 7,8
Mora-Garéia and Rau (2023) The Review of Economics and Statistics 3,4 1
Baskaran et al. (2024a) Journal of Economic Growth 1 4
Dechezleprétre et al. (2023) American Economic Journal: Economic Policy 57 6
Panel E: RD Aggregation over Time
Cellini et al. (2010) Quarterly Journal of Economics 12 4
Darolia (2013) Journal of Public Economics 4,5 4-8
Martorell et al. (2016) Journal of Public Economics 3 3
Lang (2018) Journal of Public Economics 11 3
Baron (2022) American Economic Journal: Economy Policy 2 5
Kuliomina (2021) European Journal of Political Economy - 4
Biasi et al. (2024) NBER Working Paper 4 3

Notes: This table lists published papers featuring research designs suitable for RDA. We have organized these papers into the
categories as in Appendix B, plus the RDA in time setting discussed in Section 4.2, although some papers may belong to more
than one category. The “Equations” column specifies the regression specification most suitable for the RDA analysis, while the
“Tables” column references the tables and figures containing the main results from these specifications. There are no references
to equations and tables in Panel A since those papers do not use RDA-type specifications in settings where that could be
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Table A2: Additional Summary Statistics

Variable Mean  Compliers Mean Data Source Time Range

Union Attempts 0-25% 0.954 0.387 NLRB 1960-2010
(0.210) (0.487)

Union Attempts 25-50% 0.037 0.290 NLRB 1960-2010
(0.189) (0.454)

Union Attempts 50-75% 0.007 0.151 NLRB 1960-2010
(0.082) (0.358)

Union Attempts 75-100%  0.003 0.172 NLRB 1960-2010
(0.051) (0.378)

100 x Zjecm s? 0.035 3.025 NLRB 1960-2010
(0.325) (5.913)

T (1960s) 0.104 0.293 Census —
(0.306) (0.455)

I(1970s) 0.136 0.390 Census —
(0.343) (0.488)

I (1980s) 0.199 0.117 Census —
(0.399) (0.322)

T (1990s) 0.256 0.121 Census —
(0.436) (0.326)

I (2000s) 0.305 0.079 Census —
(0.461) (0.270)

Notes: Same as Table 1.
Sources: Decennial Census, CPS Annual and Monthly Social and Economic Supplement, NLRB data, and authors’ calculations.
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Table A3: Unionization Data Summary Statistics

Treatment sample

Instrument sample

Variable
All Union wins  Union losses All Union wins  Union losses

Number of elections 233307 117008 116299 35005 15599 19406
Union win 0.500 0.995 0.001 0.444 0.996 0.001
Union vote share 0.538 0.780 0.295 0.493 0.558 0.441
Number of votes 54.808 45.932 63.738 115.360 106.754 122.277
Number of eligible voters  64.644 57.739 71.591 128.480 119.471 135.721
Years 1961-1969 0.226 0.261 0.191 0.246 0.259 0.235
Years 1970-1979 0.327 0.318 0.337 0.323 0.313 0.331
Years 1980-1989 0.199 0.172 0.225 0.181 0.175 0.185
Years 1990-1999 0.149 0.140 0.159 0.156 0.154 0.158
Years 2000-2009 0.098 0.108 0.088 0.094 0.099 0.090
Manufacturing industry 0.431 0.411 0.450 0.518 0.497 0.536
Decertification 0.135 0.082 0.188 0.119 0.129 0.112

Notes: The table reports mean characteristics for union elections included in our sample. The set of elections used to construct the
treatment variable (“treatment sample”) contains all elections, while the set used for the instrument construction (“instrument
sample”) contains only elections with the vote share for the union of 50 £ 10%, at least 20 votes, and vote margin of at least 2
votes. Union wins are defined as strictly more than 50% of votes in favor of the union.

Sources: NLRB data.
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Table A4: Within-Between Variance Decomposition of Log Wages, Census Data

Year Var(log hourly wage) Industry
Total Within cells Between cells classification
1960 0.271 0.198 0.074 SIC
1970 0.288 0.225 0.063 SIC
1980 0.293 0.237 0.057 SIC
1990 0.377 0.308 0.069 SIC
2000 0.416 0.352 0.064 SIC
2000 0.416 0.347 0.069 NAICS
2010 0.475 0.373 0.101 NAICS

Notes: The table presents a variance decomposition of log wages, broadly following Helpman et al. (2016). For each census year,
we decompose the overall variance in log wages among workers in our Census sample into within and between (state-industry)
cell components. In 2000, we perform the decomposition twice, using two industry coding frameworks: SIC-based (used in our
main analysis until 2000) and NAICS-based (used from 2000 onwards). Census projection weights are used.

Sources: Decennial Census; authors’ calculations.
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Table A5: Instrument Balance, 15% Bandwidth

NewUnions Z
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Log avg hourly wage;—1 0.613 -0.009 -0.212 -0.030
(0.563) (0.144) (0.088) (0.036)
Log college premium;_1 3.285 1.964 -0.027 0.042
(0.406) (0.173) (0.095) (0.044)
Log 90/10 ratios—1 3.516 1.149 -0.004 -0.012
(0.668) (0.260)  (0.134)  (0.066)
Gini index;—1 -66.693 -22.968 -1.467 0.147
(6.288) (1.959)  (1.104)  (0.481)
Top 10% share;_1 48.512 15.633 0.744 -0.117
(5.997) (1.767) (1.002) (0.446)
Var(log hourly wage):—1 -8.299 -2.975 0.131 -0.154
(1.499) (0.399)  (0.227)  (0.111)
Log employment;_1 -0.149 -0.094 0.000 0.000
(0.054) (0.020) (0.011) (0.005)
Share with college degree;_1 -0.960 -0.063 0.410 0.154
(0.744) (0.223) (0.125) (0.063)
Share white;_1 -1.779 -0.811 -0.536 -0.058
(0.577) (0.254) (0.142) (0.053)
Share male;—1 -0.812 -0.497 -0.040 0.049
(0.514) (0.166) (0.084) (0.036)
I (Manufacturing) 1.900 0.996 -0.126 -0.006
(0.197) (0.064) (0.038) (0.017)
# significant controls 9 11 4 1
Partial R? 0.166 0.141 0.002 0.000
Partial F-statistic 266.5 214.9 7.5 0.9
Partial F-test, p-value 0.000 0.000 0.000 0.558
RDA controls None None > . . s; All
Observations 12,459 12,459 12,459 12,459

Notes: Same as Table 2, except the instrument Z is constructed from close elections defined by the bandwidth of 15%, i.e. the
union vote share of 50 4 15 percent.
Sources: Decennial Census, NLRB data, and authors’ calculations.
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Table A6: Placebo Tests: The Impact of New Unionization on Predetermined Outcomes

Panel A: Lagged Outcomes in Levels

p?:i?ﬁfn Log 90/10 coe(ﬂ}ﬁlzlilent Top 10% share Var(Log Wage)
Zsit 0.097 0.149 -0.002 -0.005 0.051
(0.198) (0.218) (0.055) (0.043) (0.073)
[-0.566,0.663]  [-0.488,0.842] [-0.183,0.172] [-0.148,0.130] [-0.164,0.287]
Observations 10,422 12,555 12,555 12,555 12,555

Panel B: Lagged Outcomes in Differences

ﬁrggiliile ALog 90/10 Coégéirznt ATop 10% share  AVar(Log Wage)
Zait 0.311 0.526 0.049 -0.003 0.134
(0.329) (0.224) (0.056) (0.051) (0.081)
[1.637,0.453]  [-0.053,1.426] [-0.122,0.238]  [-0.176,0.146] [-0.089,0.423]
Observations 6,283 7,487 7,487 7,487 7,487

Panel C: Covariates

log(Wage) log(Emp.) (%) Coll. (%) White (%)Male
Zsit -0.034 -0.177 -0.021 -0.083 0.078
(0.160) (1.140) (0.058) (0.108) (0.089)
0.462,0.534] [-3.785,3.860] [-0.173,0.168]  [-0.442,0.222] :0.139,0.443]
Observations 12,555 12,555 12,555 12,555 12,555

Notes: Placebo tests based on OLS estimates corresponding to the reduced-form of our main upper-level IV specification as in
Table 3, Panel A. See notes to Table 3 for details about data and variables construction. The outcomes are measured at the
beginning of the decade in which the instrument is measured in Panels A and C and as a 10-year lagged difference in Panel B.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table A7: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Changes in Inequality: Robustness Checks

ALog college ALog AGini ATop 10% AVar AVar(res.
premium 90/10 coeff. share (log wage) log wage)

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

Panel A: Baseline

Share newly unionized -0.423 -0.496 -0.169 -0.138 -0.263 -0.116
(0.295) (0.243) (0.064) (0.058) (0.092) (0.065)
[-1.073,0.293]  [-1.057,0.103] [-0.319,-0.013] [-0.275,-0.000]  [-0.492,-0.042]  [-0.278,0.033]

Panel B: 15% Bandwidth

Share newly unionized -0.373 -0.291 -0.097 -0.074 -0.191 -0.070
(0.213) (0.160) (0.043) (0.039) (0.061) (0.044)
[-0.914,0.050] [-0.672,0.075]  [-0.200,0.000]  [-0.172,0.010]  [-0.334,-0.047] [-0.168,0.035]

Panel C: Excluding Union Decertification Elections

Share newly unionized -0.504 -0.535 -0.173 -0.134 -0.269 -0.112
(0.352) (0.264) (0.069) (0.063) (0.100) (0.070)
.242,0.353]  [-1.157,0.117]  [-0.340,-0.007]  [-0.286,0.013]  [-0.520,-0.032]  [-0.291,0.047]

|
—_

Panel D: State, Year, Industry Fixed Effects

Share newly unionized -0.503 -0.503 -0.160 -0.129 -0.223 -0.098
(0.293) (0.260) (0.067) (0.059) (0.100) (0.073)
[-1.098,0.265] [-1.115,0.109]  [-0.315,0.005]  [-0.266,0.017]  [-0.464,0.013]  [-0.275,0.065]

Panel E: No Fixed Effects

Share newly unionized -0.522 -0.519 -0.171 -0.136 -0.250 -0.130
(0.355) (0.284) (0.071) (0.063) (0.109) (0.082)
[-1.289,0.403] [-1.202,0.161]  [-0.339,0.000] [-0.287,0.013] [-0.521,0.011]  [-0.333,0.059]

Panel F: Unweighted

Share newly unionized -0.460 -0.559 -0.244 -0.185 -0.357 -0.192
(0.348) (0.264) (0.083) (0.080) (0.119) (0.082)
[-1.532,0.621] [-1.164,0.339]  [-0.392,0.048] [-0.351,0.065]  [-0.647,-0.022] [-0.416,0.036]

Panel G: Less than 25% unionization attempts

Share newly unionized -0.145 -0.974 -0.268 -0.239 -0.407 -0.185
(0.353) (0.390) (0.106) (0.098) (0.155) (0.110)
[-0.979,0.695] [-1.908,0.011] [-0.523,-0.019] [-0.482,-0.018]  [-0.809,-0.045]  [-0.481,0.071]

Panel H: No Running Variable Controls

Share newly unionized -0.152 -0.080 -0.037 -0.032 -0.063 -0.014
(0.095) (0.075) (0.019) (0.018) (0.028) (0.022)

Notes: Panel A reports upper-level IV estimates of the effects of new unionization rates on wage inequality, replicating Panel
A of Table 3. The following columns deviate from Panel A in different ways, one at a time. Panel B redefines the instrument
and RDA controls using a bandwidth of 15% instead of 10%. Panel C reports results excluding decertification elections from
the unionization elections sample when constructing the treatment, instrument, and RDA controls. Panel D includes separate
state, industry, and year fixed effects instead of state-year and industry-year fixed effects. Panel E reports estimates without
any fixed effects. Panel F presents unweighted estimation results, instead of weighting state-industry-decade observations by
beginning-of-decade employment. Panel G restricts the sample to state-industry-decade cells where less than 25% of employment
was in establishments that held unionization elections. Panel H excludes the RDA running variable controls (ZjGC.m 8575,

DoieCui Sjrj) from the specification.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table A10: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Wage Changes: Robustness Checks

All workers

All workers Mgmt Non-Mgmt College High school (residualized)
(1) (2) 3) (4) (5) (6)
Panel A: Baseline
Share newly unionized -0.173 -0.378 -0.103 -0.271 -0.063 -0.095
(0.119) (0.320) (0.120) (0.292) (0.138) (0.098)
[-0.505,0.082] [-1.129,0.416] [-0.433,0.150] [-0.915,0.489] [-0.401,0.252]  [-0.368,0.119]
Panel B: 15% Bandwidth
Share newly unionized -0.087 -0.128 -0.044 -0.128 0.022 -0.013
(0.082) (0.229) (0.082) (0.211) (0.094) (0.069)
[-0.265,0.122]  [-0.648,0.373] [-0.218,0.169] [-0.697,0.308] [-0.165,0.271] [-0.167,0.157]
Panel C: Excluding Union Decertification Elections
Share newly unionized -0.218 -0.713 -0.135 -0.374 -0.156 -0.123
(0.130) (0.377) (0.130) (0.345) (0.147) (0.106)
[-0.580,0.059]  [-1.586,0.216] [-0.493,0.139] [-1.121,0.508] [-0.527,0.172] [-0.426,0.105]
Panel D: State, Year, Industry Fixed Effects
Share newly unionized -0.074 -0.166 -0.005 -0.262 0.112 -0.011
(0.186) (0.340) (0.190) (0.291) (0.213) (0.154)
[-0.566,0.336]  [-0.949,0.665] [-0.511,0.405] [-0.862,0.526] [-0.433,0.586] [-0.440,0.313]
Panel E: No Fixed Effects
Share newly unionized -0.174 -0.097 -0.131 -0.293 0.045 -0.058
(0.306) (0.469) (0.313) (0.539) (0.317) (0.180)
[-0.885,0.535] [-1.141,1.062] [-0.862,0.587] [-1.408,1.074] [-0.673,0.771] [-0.515,0.341]
Panel F: Unweighted
Share newly unionized -0.080 -0.415 -0.024 -0.435 0.043 -0.063
(0.106) (0.394) (0.108) (0.309) (0.136) (0.094)
[-0.624,0.208] [-1.607,0.398] [-0.571,0.262] [-1.338,0.783] [-0.519,0.414] [-0.504,0.178]
Panel G: Less than 25% unionization attempts
Share newly unionized -0.173 -0.042 -0.023 0.008 -0.008 -0.108
(0.209) (0.403) (0.211) (0.363) (0.230) (0.163)
[-0.766,0.284]  [-0.975,0.900] [-0.610,0.425] [-0.825,0.921] [-0.564,0.557]  [-0.573,0.257]
Panel H: No Running Variable Controls
Share newly unionized 0.012 -0.110 0.035 -0.027 0.039 0.044
(0.042) (0.111) (0.042) (0.102) (0.046) (0.039)

Notes: This table performs the robustness checks of Table A7 for the outcomes of Table 5. Please refer to those tables for the

specifications and the data construction.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table A11: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Employment Changes

All Mgmt Non-Mgmt College High School

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Panel A: Upper-Level Estimator

Share newly unionized  -0.402 -0.639 -0.306 -2.058 0.272
(0.462)  (0.668) (0.464) (0.883) (0.478)
Mean outcome 10.823 8.692 10.668 8.766 9.809
Mean Aoutcome 0.164 0.216 0.155 0.404 0.155
Mean treatment 2.59% 2.60% 2.59% 2.59% 2.59%

RDA controls v v v v v

Industry-decade

and state-decade FE v v v v v

Observations 12,555 12,388 12,555 12,371 12,555

Panel B: Lower-Level Estimator
Share newly unionized  0.032 -0.100 0.092 -1.300 0.512
(0.370)  (0.559) (0.373) (0.781) (0.400)

Mean outcome 10.609 8.221 10.501 8.149 9.678
Mean Aoutcome 0.205 0.335 0.194 0.470 0.290
Mean treatment 9.69% 9.68% 9.69% 9.68% 9.69%
RDA controls v v v v v
Industry-decade

and state-decade FE v v v v v
Observations 31,313 31,306 31,313 31,226 31,313

Notes: This table reports IV estimates from the same specifications as in Table 3 but for different outcomes. The outcome in
column 1 is the 10-year change in the total log employment in the state-industry cell. The other columns consider changes in log
employment for specific groups: workers in management positions (column 2), in non-management positions (column 3), those
with exactly a college degree (column 4), and those with exactly a high-school degree (column 5). As in the main analyses,
upper-level observations are weighted by total employment at the beginning of the decade (not limited to the subgroup); lower
level observations are weighted by number of eligible voters in the beginning of the decade.

Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table A12: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Inequality Changes, Dynamic Analysis

ALog college ALog AGini ATop AVar AVar(res.
premium 90/10 coeff. 10% share (log wage) log wage)
(1) (2) 3) (4) (5) (6)
Panel A: Short-Run Effects (Elections in Years Ending 5-9)

Share Newly 0.081 -0.409 -0.033 0.013 -0.114 -0.067
Unionized (0.328) (0.204) (0.054) (0.050) (0.073) (0.060)
(late) [0.782,1.134]  [-1.086,0.199] [-0.185,0.127]  [-0.122,0.170]  [-0.347,0.097]  [-0.243,0.101]

Panel B: Long-Run Effects (Elections in Years Ending 0-4)

Share Newly -1.072 -0.459 -0.309 -0.310 -0.394 -0.149
Unionized (0.480) (0.385) (0.109) (0.102) (0.153) (0.105)
(early) [-2.750,0.326]  [-1.779,0.666] [-0.793,0.015] [-0.781,-0.014] [-1.059,0.044] [-0.546,0.130]

Notes: Panel A estimates short-run effects of unionization using elections held in years ending 5-9 of each decade (1-5 years
before the end of the decade). Panel B estimates long-run effects using elections held in years ending 0-4 (6-10 years before the
end of the decade). Each panel uses the baseline upper-level specification from Table 3 with treatment, instrument, and RDA

controls constructed from the respective election subsample separately.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.

Table A13: The Impact of New Unionization on 10-Year Wage and Employment Changes, Dynamic Analysis

AAvg(Log wage) ALog(Emp) ALog(HS Emp) ALog(College Emp)

(1) (2) 3) (4)
Panel A: Short-Run Effects (Elections in Years Ending 5-9)

Share Newly -0.302 -0.831 -0.117 -2.388
Unionized (0.125) (0.525) (0.534) (1.001)
(late) [0.753,0.077]  [-2.779,0.749]  [-1.919,1.328] -6.145,0.701]

Panel B: Long-Run Effects (Elections in Years Ending 0-4)

Share Newly 0.082 0.245 0.622 -1.099
Unionized (0.183) (0.668) (0.698) (1.184)
(early) [0.561,0.537]  [1.702,2.112]  [-1.336,2.706] [-5.078,1.801]

Notes: Same as Table A12.
Sources: Decennial Census and NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Table Al4: Definitions of Decades

NLRE Decennial Census CPS MORG CPS ASEC
Decade and ACS (for union density) (for fringe benefits)
) (2) ®3) (4)
1960s 1961-69 1970 minus 1960 n/a n/a
1970s 1970-79 1980 minus 1970 n/a n/a
1980s 1980-89 1990 minus 1980 1990-1994 minus 1977-1980°  1990-1994 minus 1979-1981°
1990s 1990-99 2000 minus 1990 2000-2004 minus 1986-1990 2000-2004 minus 1986-1990

2000s  2000-09*  2009-2013 minus 2000 2010-2014 minus 1996-2000 2010-2014 minus 1996-2000

Notes: For each decade in the data, column 1 reports the years of NLRB data used to compute the new unionization rate.
Columns 2—4 report the years in the decennial census (plus ACS) data, CPS MORG, and CPS ASEC data used to compute
differenced outcomes. For example, the change over 1990s in the CPS MORG is computed as the average of 2000-2004 minus
the average of 1986—1990.

¢ The NLRB data for the year of 2009 cover only the beginning of year.

b The May supplement to the CPS replaces CPS MORG for years 1977-1980 and replaces CPS ASEC for the year of 1979.
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Appendix Figures

Figure A1l: Within-Between Variance Decomposition of Log Wages, CPS Data
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Notes: The plot presents a variance decomposition of log wages, broadly following Helpman et al. (2016), using CPS ASEC
samples. In each year from 1980-2014, we decompose the overall variance in log wages among workers into within and between
(state-industry) cell components, using projection weights. The industry coding framework shifts from SIC-based to NAICS-
based in 2003.

Sources: CPS ASEC samples; authors’ calculations.
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Figure A2: The Counterfactual with Unionization Remaining at the 1960s Level: Other Inequality Outcomes
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Notes: Each panel presents a measure of actual within (state-industry) cell inequality (averaged across cells with beginning-of-
decade employment weights) by census year from 1970-2010, as well as its counterfactual value had the rate of new unionization
stayed at the 1960s level. The counterfactual is calculated by adding to the actual measure the product of the treatment effect
estimated in Table 3 and the cumulative shortfall in the rate of new unionization between the actual and counterfactual scenarios
(presented in the first panel of Figure 3). Confidence intervals for the counterfactuals are based on the 95% heteroskedasticity-
robust confidence intervals for the corresponding treatment effects.

Sources: Decennial Census, NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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Figure A3: Distribution of Total Eligible Voters by Union Vote Count Margin
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Notes: For each margin between -30 and 30 votes, the histogram shows the total number of eligible workers in workplaces
where unionization elections ended with this vote margin (i.e., the gap between the votes in favor and against the union). Tied
elections and elections in which the union wins by one vote are highlighted. The time rage is 1961-2009.

Sources: NLRB unionization data; authors’ calculations.
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