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FEDERAL RESERVE BANK  
OF CHICAGO 

 
 
         February 1, 2024 
 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 

I highly recommend Patrick Collard for the NBER Innovation bootcamp.  I am a senior 
economist and research advisor at the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago, and I have known Patrick 
for more than four years.   

 
I first worked with Patrick when he was a summer intern at the Chicago Fed in 2019.  He 

did an outstanding job for me and as a result of that success we continued to work together and 
have collaborated on a research project that is still in progress that examines how exposure to 
violence during the in utero period impacts birth outcomes in Mexico.  Patrick came up with the 
identification strategy and conducted all of the empirical analysis.  I was highly impressed with 
Patrick’s exceptional work on all phases of the project.   

 
We continue to talk about research ideas and I am always impressed with Patrick’s 

creativity.  He continues to come up with innovative ideas that are always coupled with a highly 
practical focus on how to execute them.  He is an exceptionally promising young scholar and is an 
ideal fit for this boot camp.  You will not regret providing Patrick with this opportunity. 

 
 
Sincerely 
 

 
 
 
Bhashkar Mazumder 
Senior Economist and Research Advisor 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 


