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Summary of Expertise and Current Research Interests in Economic Measurement

I’m a Research economist at Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA), the U.S. Department of
Commerce. My current research focus and interest are on international trade, U.S. Multinational
Enterprise (MNESs), foreign direct investment (FDI), and global value chain (GVC) based on
firm-level analysis.

For the last six years at BEA, I’ve been conducting research towards improvement and
enhancement of the measurement of U.S. MNEs activities related to direct investment in
international economic accounts. In GVC project, I’ve deeply engaged in multi-year multi-
agency microdata linking projects between U.S. Census Bureau and BEA that aimed at
constructing of extended supply use tables (ESUTSs) and trade in value added (TiVA) statics. In
GVC project, I helped the construction and publication of the first experimental ESUT and TiVA
statistics that accounted for firm heterogeneity. I’'m currently working in GVC project to broaden
the microdata linking project by widening industry groups in the microdata and construct the full
ESUTs and TiVA statistics by types of MNE, firm-size and export orientation of firm.

Along with those research projects, I’ve been conducting research to distinguish private
equity (PE) and venture capital parent companies in the BEA U.S. direct investment abroad
(UDIA) data universe and then to explore how the activities and investment decisions of PE
firms and venture capital might fundamentally differ from those of more traditional direct
investors. In this project, I’m also evaluating the determinants of PE firm investment decisions
and location choice using various econometrics approaches.

For production and publication of the annual and benchmark surveys on U.S. MNEs
statistics, | reviewed firm level data on survey responses of outward MNE activities of U.S.
parents and their affiliates and referred responses that appeared anomalous and outliers so that
we could review the survey responses to improve the quality of MNE survey data. At BEA, |
involved in the preparation of user guide and documentation for the Ownership-Based
Framework of the U.S. Current Account tables. For direct investment revisions, | updated the
historical averages of quarterly revisions to direct investment statistics and produced tables that
compare the historical revisions of several components of direct investment income between the
two preliminary estimates and first revised estimate

Overall, in the last six years, | updated and wrote over 10 annual articles on estimates of

major component of U.S. inward and outward direct investment activities of MNEs as part of



BEA’s effort to disseminate economic statistics on the activities of U.S. MNEs timely and
accurately to wider user group.

Finally, renewable energy-economics, agribusiness investment and risk management are
also part of my research portfolios. In addition, I’ve been conducting research in areas of
international development related to agricultural productivity, food security, land tenure policies

and agricultural marketing in Africa and Latin America.
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