


Silvia Dalla Fontana

Universita della Svizzera italiana

via Giuseppe Buffi 13 Mobile: +41 (0)77 947 22 64

6900 Lugano E-mail: silvia.dalla.fontana@usi.ch
Switzerland Website: silviadallafontana.com
EbpucAaTION Swiss Finance Institute & USI Lugano, Lugano, Switzerland
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INTERESTS
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EXPERIENCE Research Analyst, 10/2017 - 08/2018

Deutsche Bundesbank, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Guest Researcher, 08/2017 - 08/2018

Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Research Assistant to Prof. Loriana Pelizzon, 08/2017 - 08/2018

Euler Hermes - Allianz, Vicenza, Italy
Credit Risk Analyst, 09/2015 - 07/2017


mailto:silvia.dalla.fontana@usi.ch
https://silviadallafontana.com

GRANTS &
HONORS

SOFTWARES
LANGUAGES

CITIZENSHIP

Swiss National Science Foundation, Mobility Grant 2022

Best Discussant Award, SFI Research Days, 2021

Swiss Finance Institute Scholarship for the first year of graduate studies, 2018
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To whom it may concern

Transcript of Records

Dalla Fontana Silvia, born 30.05.1991 in Cittadella, Italy

Ms. Silvia Dalla Fontana attended the following courses pertaining to the Ph.D in Finance
programme of the Swiss Finance Institute at the Universita della Svizzera Italiana, Lugano

during the academic year 2018-19
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business models, or whether further financing from players such as governments are needed to foster

green innovation. In the next future this will be at the centre of this research project.

Another research project I recently started together with other students of the WEFI-Fellows
group, is about how the Covid-19 pandemic affected the VC industry. In particular we are interested
in understanding what has been the impact of the shift toward online meetings in an industry
where in-person meetings are historically important. A survey by Gompers et al. (2021) documents
that VCs do report difficulty in evaluating deals, more investor-friendly terms, and a decreased
investment rate. The main question of our paper addresses how Covid affected deal sourcing and
selection. Preliminary results show that post-Covid (i.e., after March 2020) the distance between
a VC fund and the funded startup is on average larger, and there is a lower probability that the
VC and the startup are in the same state. We also find that after the introduction of vaccines,
VCs choose younger companies and invest larger amounts within larger syndicates. The paper will
address whether or not changes such as increasing distance persist after the pandemic, and what

are the potential implications of such changes.

During 2021 I had the great opportunity to join the WEFT Fellows group where I had the chance
to get to know researchers with whom I share the interest for the same research area. Starting a
project with other PhD students from different universities allowed me to learn (and keep learning)
new things every week. I started the second year of my PhD a couple of months before the Covid
outbreak, and during 2020 it wasn’t always clear how I could benefit from interactions with other
researchers. The WEFT Fellows experience made me understand the importance of such interactions,
both to develop my research projects and to grow as a researcher. This is why I would be thrilled to
join the NBER Entrepreneurship Research Boot Camp. I am very passionate about research and I
believe that I would be a great addition to the group. I also believe that my research agenda would

greatly benefit from this workshop and I thank you for considering my application.
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Monday, January 24, 2022

Recommendation for Ms. Silvia Dalla Fontana
Dear Boot Camp Organizers:

I am writing to introduce Ms. Silvia Dalla Fontana and in support of her application for
the 2022 Entrepreneurship Boot Camp. As a 2009 attendee of the boot camp, I am well
aware of the benefits the week has for a graduate student, specifically one with Silvia’s
background. Silvia is a PhD student at the University of Lugano and the Swiss Finance
Institute. I met Silvia through the online Workshop on Entrepreneurial Finance and
Innovation (WEFI) co-organized with Yael Hochberg, Song Ma, and David Robinson.
Silvia was a regular participant in the twice-monthly seminar series and our occasional
entrepreneurship lecture. Though students rarely spoke up during these events, her
regular attendance was notable. More recently, she was selected by the WEFI organizers
to join the first cohort of nine WEFI Fellows. This program is a bi-monthly meeting of
PhD students and faculty, where students take the lead of presenting work and interacting
with their peers. Silvia has presented her own work several times and demonstrates real
potential as a researcher. Along with several of her colleagues in the group, she also
started a new research project on the role of remote interactions in entrepreneurial
finance. Her co-author group and I have met several times in a way that mimics a PhD
adviser meeting, so I think that I have a sense of her potential as a researcher. She
consistently impresses me with her constructive feedback to her colleagues, openness to
similar feedback, and creativity.

While Silvia has certainly found a way to explore entrepreneurship research via WEFI
programs, she likely still faces constraints on interactions with other students and
exposure to research in the area. The bootcamp’s rich set of topics presented in depth by
active researchers will be an excellent complement to her training. Coming out of the
pandemic (fingers crossed) she will find opportunities for networking with fellow
graduate students whom she would otherwise never meet. I also strongly believe that she
will be an asset to fellow bootcampers with her unique experience with the WEFI
program and training at University of Lugano. So, on opportunity for benefits alone,
Silvia is an excellent candidate. More importantly, she has a skill set to best incorporate
all the knowledge gained from attendance.

In short, I enthusiastically recommend you consider Silvia for the entrepreneurship boot
camp this summer. Let me know if I can be of further assistance.



Sincerely,

7’/'/

Michael Ewens

PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 91125-7700





