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Statement of Research Interest in Economics of

Artificial Intelligence

Saleh Zakerinia

My primary research interests lie in empirical IO and structural modeling. Par-

ticularly, I am very interested in the impact of AI on growth and productivity. I’m

engaged in a project that studies how recent developments in AI lead to an increase

in concentration and productivity growth.

Technological change and significant growth in IT are the major drivers of

economic growth in the last few decades. AI technologies are known to have a sig-

nificant share of IT developments in the last decade. These technologies have been

around since the 80s but they were not mostly practical outside of academia due to

the limited data availability and computing power. The exponential growth of data

generation and GPU revolution untapped great potential of AI technologies and ac-

celerated AI adoption as well as AI innovations. This revolution enabled commercial

applications of AI technologies across different firms and industries in the last decade.

The advances in AI technologies coincide with the productivity growth and increase in

concentration in different industries which have important implications. The previous

studies show AI can generate growth through product innovations (demand side) and
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increased productivity (cost side). Yet, it remains an open question how exactly dif-

ferent firms develop AI inventions and how these inventions interact with each other

which is the main purpose of the research project that I’m undertaking.

By participating in this workshop, I would be able to learn more about the

economics of artificial intelligence from the top-notch researchers in the field including

Prof. Ajay Agrawal and Prof. Avi Goldfarb. I would also be able to learn about

different aspects of economics of AI and how AI impacts different parts of the economy

and industries which would be super beneficial for my research projects. I am very

hopeful that I will be accepted for participating in this unique workshop, and I am

looking forward to learning a lot from the world-class professors.
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