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To whom it may concern,
I am writing to express my interest in participating in the “Doctoral Student Workshop on Economics of AI”.

I am a PhD student in Economics at Universita della Svizzera italiana with a particular interest in topics related
to labor economics and automation. In my PhD thesis, I explore the adverse effects of industrial robots on US
labor force participation, an issue with profound implications. According to my findings, most of the workers who
are displaced by robots permanently leave the labor force to enroll in disability insurance or retire prematurely.
Furthermore, I find that young individuals are often not participating in the labor force because of automation to
invest in additional human capital to increase their competitiveness in the labor market. In two related research
projects, I examine how the effects of automation are spreading among the population and how the exposure to
robots is influencing the decision of individuals to enroll in a post-secondary education institution in more detail.

The rapid advancements in Al and its potential to revolutionize labor markets fascinate me. In my upcoming research,
I would like to study the impacts of Al on the composition of employment which, at present, are still unclear and
highly debated. This is because of (i) a lack of data and (ii) no clear definition of Al technologies, which make a
clean identification of its effects challenging. I am improving my skills in machine learning techniques and web
scraping to build customized datasets and overcome the first issue. Participating in the workshop would help me
to address the second issue through the acquisition of specific knowledge on the topic from top scholars and by
developing a network with like-minded researchers.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

I am looking forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Z AN

Benjamin Lerch
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