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Covid-19 has rapidly disrupted the lives of individuals across the globe. While the direct health
effects are largely concentrated among the elderly, the virus will almost certainly have multi-
dimensional effects on young people’s well-being in both the short- and long-term. Of particular
concern is the ‘The Shadow Pandemic’ of increased violence against women and girls. The
gendered impact of crises is well-documented with increased burden of care-work, disruptions in
access to sexual and reproductive health services and increases in domestic violence for women
and girls (Smith, 2019; Peterman et al. 2020; Wenham et al. 2020). For adolescent girls in low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs) this increased risk of violence is particularly acute due to
already existing poverty and gender based inequalities, as well as decreased access to existing
social-safety nets including school-based resources. These short-term increases in violence are
likely to persist with disruptions in education increasing both pressure to marry early and
unintended pregnancies, both with long-term consequences for the well-being of the adolescent
(Bandeira et al. 2019; Evans 2020).

The impact of Covid-19 on gender-based violence (GBV) will vary depending on the marital
status of the adolescent girl. For married girls, intimate partner violence is likely to increase, due
to both increased stress in the household as well as stay at home orders that isolate women with
their abuser (Buller et al. 2016; UNWOMEN 2020). For non-married girls, school disruptions
may expedite marriages, with stay at home orders increasing violence from caregivers in the
household, and poverty increasing reliance on risky behaviors such as transactional sex (Boudreau,
Rifkin _and Baird 2020). Specific populations may also be particularly vulnerable such as
adolescent refugee populations in crowded camp settings.

This proposed analysis, through the use of a rapid phone survey: combined with ongoing panel
data collection, will provide timely evidence on the near-term impacts of COVID-19 on experience
of violence by adolescent girls and its consequences across three diverse countries—Bangladesh,
Jordan and Ethiopia—as well as across distinct contexts within each country (urban vs. rural;
refugee vs. non-refugee). Specifically, we propose to answer the following four research questions:
(1) Has the COVID-19 pandemic increased violence experienced by adolescent girls in LMICs?
(i) If so, by how much and what are the underlying mechanisms for this increase in violence? (iii)
Does the data indicate the potential for long-run impacts on other domains (e.g. early marriage,
not returning to school, etc.)? (iv) Are there important heterogeneities to consider based on marital
status, age, and/or location? This analysis will add to the relative dearth of research on the impacts
of health crises on adolescents’ exposure to violence in LMICs. Importantly we already have
recently collected baseline data on all these adolescents so we will be able to look at changes due
to COVID-19. In addition, future (already funded) data collection will allow us to build on this
work to explore the longer-term impacts through 2024 including planned in person data collection
in all countries in 2021. Note that all data is required to be publicly archived in the UK data archive.

1 We currently have funding for one round of rapid phone surveys, but are actively applying to grants for a second to
better capture the dynamics of the Covid-19 pandemic.
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Measurement

One important question is how to ethically measure violence in a phone survey, particularly
given the vulnerability of our sample population. In addition to following suggested best practices,
we propose to get at violence indirectly, as we do not feel we can guarantee privacy with direct
questions on a phone survey given the vulnerability, and often cramped living situation of our
respondents. First, we have developed vignettes (targeted to married and non-married girls) on
the challenges faced by ‘adolescent girls like you’ to different dimensions of violence:
psychological, physical and sexual, and ask specifically about increases in these challenges due to
Covid-19. Second, we ask questions about how the adolescent and her household are coping with
the pandemic, which includes questions related to increased exposure to violence. We can then
combine these indirect measures with direct measures collected as part of the panel data, direct
measures that we will collect again in 2021 when we return to the field—a time when we can also
ask retrospective questions about direct exposure to violence during the pandemic, acting as a
further validation to the vignettes. This violence data will be complemented with data on marriage,
mental health, food security, access to safety nets, etc. to allow us to unpack mechanisms of
interest, and potential for long-run harm. Note that rigorous qualitative data will be collected in
parallel with a sub-sample of the quantitative sample, and can be used to provide further context
to the quantitative findings.

Sample

Baird is currently the quantitative lead of the Gender and Adolescence: Global Evidence
(GAGE)2 research program in Bangladesh, Ethiopia, and Jordan. Fieldwork has been ongoing
since 2017. A phone survey to understand the impact of COVID-19 on young people is scheduled
for May/June 2020 in Bangladesh, Jordan and Ethiopia. The sample—and timing of surveys to
date—is summarized in detail below. We are requesting funding through this NBER call to add an
additional vignette on violence to the phone survey and for subsequent analysis and dissemination.

Bangladesh: The sample comprises over 5,280 adolescents and young adults from three distinct
contexts within Bangladesh: adolescents living in three low-income neighborhoods around Dhaka
(Duaripara, Mohammadpur, Tongi); Bangladeshi and Rohingya adolescents living in host
communities and refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar; and in-school adolescents in grades 7 and 8 in
Chittagong and Sylhet Divisions. These adolescents were last interviewed in 2018, 2019 or 2020
(depending on the sample) and were aged between 10-17 at last survey.

Ethiopia: The GAGE urban sample in Ethiopia—which will be the focus of our phone survey —
comprises over 2,300 adolescent girls and boys in Debre Tabor (South Gondar Zone), Batu (East
Shewa Zone) and Dire Dawa City Administration. The sample consists of in-school and out-of-

2 GAGE is a 9-year DFID-funded longitudinal research programme exploring the wellbeing of 20,000 adolescents
across the course of adolescence (10-19 years) in six LMICs including Ethiopia, hosted by the Overseas
Development Institute in London, and with research partners in each focal country. For more details see
www.gage.odi.org.
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school, married and unmarried adolescents, migrants and IDPs, as well as a sub-sample of young
people with disabilities. These adolescents were initially surveyed between October 2017 and
March 2018 when they were aged 10-12 and 15-17. A second round of data collection took place
between October 2019 and March 2020.

Jordan: The GAGE sample comprises over 4,000 adolescents and young adults from five
governorates in Jordan: Amman, Irbid, Mafraq, Zarga, and Jerash in camps, host communities and
ITS (informal tented settlements). The sample consists of both UNICEF’s Makani program
participants and non-participants and UNICEF’s Hajati cash transfer program participants and
non-participants, and includes vulnerable Jordanians and refugee populations (Syrian and
Palestinian), including a subsample of adolescents with disabilities and married girls. These
adolescents were initially surveyed between October 2018 and March 2019 when they were aged
10-12 and 15-17.

As part of the GAGE longitudinal data collection activities, we collected detailed contact
information, including multiple phone number contacts that can be used to facilitate the phone
survey. We estimate that we should be able to reach at least 80% of our sample by phone, according
to the most recent round of data collection conducted.

Analysis

Our primary analysis approach will be two-fold. First, for variables that we have over multiple
time periods, we will exploit the panel nature of the dataset and utilize regression analysis to
analyze changes in the outcomes of interest over 2017-2020, looking both at broader changes over
time and then the specific impact of COVID-19. For the variables that are unique to the rapid
virtual survey, we will analyze these in the cross section, paying particular attention to
heterogeneity in our sample (marital status, age, location). Due to our rich baseline information
on households from previous rounds of data collection, we will also be able to explore
heterogeneity across baseline exposure to violence, as well as other measures of baseline
vulnerability. Our detailed information on potential mechanisms from food insecurity to stress to
limited voice and agency (largely in panel form) will be explored through mechanism analysis.

Significance and Conclusion

Thirty percent of ever-partnered 15-24 year-olds report experiencing intimate partner violence
in the last 12 months, and the lifetime prevalence ranges from 19 to 66 percent depending on the
country (Stockl et al, 2014). Given the alarmingly high prevalence of gender-based violence faced
by adolescents and young women, and its expected increase due to Covid-19, it is crucial we begin
to understand the causes and consequences of violence in order to develop and advance
interventions and policies to reduce this experience of violence. Funding this research will push
this endeavor forward as we are working in three distinct countries where prevalence of gender-
based violence is high, and importantly, we are doing this work in partnership with government,
NGOs, and international agencies who are all interested in improving the plight of adolescent
females.
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Budget:
Total Requested: $20,000

1. $10,000 to add the vignettes to the survey. Survey costs are approximately $20 for a 60-
minute survey. Vignettes add about 3 minutes to the survey, so $1 per survey additional
cost.

2. 8,000 for Research Assistant to help with data analysis and writing up the results. The
proposed RA is also an expert in gender based violence measures and processes.

3. $2,000 for Manisha Shah and Sarah Baird travel to conference to present findings. This
would cover travel, conference registration, and hotel.
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