
1 
 

Covid-19, Shelter-in-Place, and Domestic Violence 
Background and Research Aims 

Since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, there have been widespread claims of increases in domestic abuse globally. 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres referred to a ‘Horrifying Surge’ in domestic violence due to coronavirus lockdowns.1 
A variety of anecdotal stories and articles have supported this theory2, including media reports of increased google searches 
for help with domestic violence3, hotline calls4,5,6, and stories of increased arrests and reports of deaths or assaults on 
women7 (see a new wiki page for additional reports on Covid-19 and domestic violence across the world8). Reports have 
gone as far as estimating how many millions of additional cases of gender-based violence would hypothetically be associated 
with additional months of lockdown.9,10,11,12 Multi-lateral organizations, countries, and local governments are bracing for 
increased need to support domestic violence victims; in March, the United States budgeted $47 million for domestic violence 
in its coronavirus relief package13 and several state governments set aside their own emergency funds. 

While the evidence presented is suggestive of increases in domestic violence in response to Covid-19, more 
structured/rigorous research is needed to understand both the extent of the impact, if any, and potential mechanisms. Some 
early reports, for example, indicate decreases in domestic violence and fewer hotline calls.14,15,16  

Our study will examine the impact of Covid-19 on domestic violence in the United States. Our specific aims are to examine: 

1. What are the effects of Covid-19 on domestic violence against women, men and children?  

2. What are the mechanisms through which Covid-19 affects domestic violence? Specifically, we will study:  
− Shelter-in-place orders 
− Disease uncertainty and changes in risk of infection  

− Economic uncertainty and unemployment  
− Prisoner release 

3. Heterogeneity. We will examine heterogeneity across census track characteristics and where possible, compare across 
individual-level demographics and poverty status.  

Existing Research 

Existing research on domestic violence provides a theoretical foundation to understand the potential ways that Covid-19 
may have an effect. Most mechanisms point to the Covid-19 pandemic increasing domestic violence – consistent with the 
underlying tone of media reports. For example, there is a link between social isolation and the experience of domestic abuse. 
Increased exposure to a violent partner or parent may increase the incidence of violence.17 Economic instability, 
unemployment18,19,20,21,22, and stress23,24 are associated with higher rates of domestic violence. Some research has also 
examined intimate partner violence after natural disasters such as earthquakes26, hurricanes27,28, and oil spills.29  

On the hand, there may be a reduction in retaliation if couples are spending more time with each another, there may be more 
support for victims if neighbors and community members are also at home, and the presence of children home from school 
may also mitigate violent behavior.30 If domestic violence victims are unable to report to the police, call 911, or ask for 
help, we might also see reports and arrests decrease.31,32,33  

Main Data Sources and Outcomes 

There are several data sources we will use for this study: data that provide variation in exposure to the effects of Covid-19, 
data providing outcome measures, and data used for controls and matching. We are in the process of collecting and cleaning 
most of the data listed. We note where data is not yet available or we are uncertain of its availability. 

1. Independent Variables: Sources of Variation 

− State- and city-level shelter-in-place orders available through a variety of sources34, with variation in shelter-in-place 
ranging from 3/19 in California to 4/7 in South Carolina. We will also track as states lift Covid-19-related restrictions.35  

− School closure data compiled by Education Week.36 These data suggest some limited variation in timing of school 
closings across states and school districts (the majority announcing school closing during the week of 3/16).  

− Laws on childcare centers across states compiled by the Hunt Institute, ChildCareAware, and the Wayback machine.37 
As of 4/22 less than half (19) states required child care centers to close.  

− Data on prisoner releases available at an aggregate level38. For some states (Ohio, Pennsylvania and Washington) we 
have inmate names; for some counties (Cook County, IL) we have name, date of birth, address, and date of release.39,40  
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− Variation in exposure to Covid-19 infections and deaths at the day-county level available from various sources.414243 
This is also available for prison populations.44,45  

− Foot traffic data available from SafeGraph46 which is used to determine dates when social distancing began. Foot traffic 
also indicates compliance with the shelter in place orders and provides a crude measure of the amount of social contact 
in the population. 

2. Outcome data 

The majority of our outcome data come from local, publicly available sources. While we may have some locations with 
overlapping outcomes, not all of our data are representative across the entire country.  

− 911 calls for service: individual-level-calls available publicly from 25 locations; more will be added throughout the 
study if possible (Baltimore MD, Bloomington IN, Chandler AZ, Cincinnati OH, Columbia MO, Detroit MI, Hartford 
CT, Lincoln NE, Los Angeles CA, Menlo Park CA, Mesa AZ, Nashville TN, Gaithersburg MD, New Orleans LA, 
Portland OR, San Francisco CA, Sacramento CA, Salt Lake City UT, San Diego CA, Santa Monica CA, Santa Rosa 
CA, Seattle WA, St. John IN, Tucson AZ, Virginia Beach VA). We will code the time of call, type of call, and location.  

− Arrest/bookings data. Individual-level arrests currently available from 300+ counties are being scraped daily including 
the date of arrest, arrest type, name and gender; more will be added throughout the study.  

− Medical examiner data currently available from Cook County, IL. We hope to add data from additional locations to the 
analysis to measure death from preventable injuries.50 

− We hope to add domestic violence hotline calls for some locations to our analysis.  
− We hope to add civil court data for some locations containing orders of protection filed and divorce.   

3. Controls 

− Census tract information including time-invariant economic and demographic covariates. Weather data. 
− Pre-Covid-19 data on: prisoner releases, inmate and jail population, arrests, 911 calls, SafeGraph foot traffic data, 

distribution of vote shares in the prior election, political party of governor/local politicians, hospital capacity. 
− State and Federal funding support related to Covid-19.  

Estimation Strategy and Identification 

The challenge of studying the effect of Covid-19 is the massive number of confounders (e.g., economic uncertainty, 
unemployment, social distancing, shelter-in-place requirements, school closures, fear of infection, hospital capacity, 
increased deaths, seasonal factors). We will use several approaches to examine the effects of Covid-19 on our main 
outcomes. The basic strategies we outline here describe evaluating shelter-in-place orders (SIP) and will also be used 
to evaluate other Covid-19 related policies/events across states and communities. 

SIP are endogenous to a number of factors such as perceptions of risk, economic vulnerabilities, local infection rates, and 
hospital capacity. Nevertheless, we will exploit the heterogeneity in when and where SIPs have been implemented and this 
project will exploit that differential timing to estimate plausible causal effects of SIP on our measures of domestic violence. 
We propose two main approaches: interrupted time series and difference-in-differences.i  

Given the unanticipated crisis that befell Americans and the suddenness of SIPs, the interrupted time series may be unusually 
suited for identification. SIPs were swift and binding in many locations as businesses temporarily shut down, workers were 
forced to stay home and students withdrew from their classes. An interrupted time series must satisfy strong identifying 
assumptions – that the immediate pre-treatment period in levels is identical to the post-treatment period in counterfactual 
levels, conditional on observables. But given the suddenness of Covid-19 induced policy changes, this may be one of the 
few scenarios where that is plausible.  

We will also estimate the effect of SIPs using a difference-in-differences design exploiting the intertemporal variation by 
geography that exists in SIP adoption. Recent work by Goodman-Bacon (2019) and others has shown that the linear two-
way fixed effects (TWFE) is biased when there is differential timing and heterogeneity over time.ii Insofar as late adopters 

                                                           
i We will also explore using a synthetic control methodology as recently undertaken by Sabia, et al. (2020) who used California as a 
treatment unit for evaluating SIP’s effect on infections, deaths and job loss.  
ii This can be shown in a decomposition of the diff-in-diff parameter using the Frisch-Waugh approach. Goodman-Bacon (2018, 2019) 
shows via this decomposition that the diff-in-diff estimated parameter, when using TWFE, converges in the limit to three terms: a cross 
sectional weighting (variance weighted) average each panel unit’s ATT, the variance weighted common trends assumption, which 



3 
 

are compared to earlier adopters and early adopters have dynamic treatment effects, then the DD estimated parameter using 
TWFE can be severely attenuated. We will utilize new work by Callaway and Sant’anna (2019) to circumvent this problem 
using both parametric and nonparametric methods.51,iii 

Preliminary Descriptive Results 

The figures below graph initial exploratory descriptive results. Overall, we see from our 911 data that total calls plummeted 
across the country during shelter-in-place. If we narrow in on calls related to a domestic disturbance (domestic violence), 
we see a more nuanced picture. In most locations we see domestic-related calls fall, but some locations have a sharp increase 
in calls at the beginning of the SIP orders.   

911 Call Logs, 25 Locations 

 

Main Activities and Timeline 

We have already begun collecting and cleaning data, including crime, 911, 
SIP, jail release, arrests, and medical examiner data. Our main activities 
will be to continue to supplement our data collection, making FOIA 
requests, and scraping data to collect on-going responses to the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

Study Team 

− Scott Cunningham (he/him) is a professor of economics at Baylor University. He has published in the Journal of Public 
Economics and Review of Economic Studies on domestic violence and rape. He is the author of Causal inference: the 
Mixtape forthcoming at Yale University Press.  

− Gregory DeAngelo (he/him) is an Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at the Claremont Graduate 
University. His research focuses on law and economics, crime, and public choice issues. He is also the director of the 
Computational Justice Lab, which brings together methods from computer and social sciences to address pressing issues 
related to the criminal justice system.  

− Yunie Le (she/her) and Anuar Assamidanov (he/him) are graduate students at the Claremont Graduate University in the 
Computational Justice Lab, whose research focuses on the relationship between legal and social otucomes. 

− Rebecca Thornton (she/her) is an Associate Professor in the Department of Economics at the University of Illinois. Her 
research focuses on health, education, and gender.  

Budget 

We are requesting USD$20,000 to fund two graduate students at 25% time to collect, code, and run analysis for this project. 
These students will be under the direction of the faculty research team members (Cunningham, DeAngelo and Thornton), 
who will direct the students on the data to be collected/crawled, cleaning of the data to ensure consistency across locations, 
mapping the data into census tracts, and producing results. The requested funding will be used entirely to support the 
graduate students’ time (no overhead or fringe). Unfortunately, as the economic impact of Covid-19 continues to unfold, 
many graduate student funding options are drying up, including research and teaching positions. As such, this budget would 
be entirely devoted to supporting PhD students that have been financially impacted by the economic stress of Covid-19.  

                                                           
requires several unique parallel trends assumptions to approximate zero once they are multiplied by a variance weighting parameter, 
and the last term is the problematic term, for it is the heterogeneity bias. 
iii Another approach is to maintain the linear TWFE model, but have a more selective group of control units for comparison. Insofar as 
the problem of TWFE can be attributed to contrasting a treatment group to an already treated control group, then a solution would be 
to simply drop those types of diff-in-diff experiments entirely from the analysis. Cengiz, et al. (2019) in their appendix estimated the 
effect of minimum wage increases on hours worked by creating 138 individual experiments with a matched set of comparable untreated 
control regions. A control unit was considered comparable if during a select number of pre and post treatment years (defined by a given 
region), the control unit remained untreated. These were then stacked and combined to generate a single ATT measure.  



4 
 

Endnotes and References 

1 United Nations. 2020. April 6. UN chief calls for domestic violence ‘ceasefire’ amid ‘horrifying global surge’. 
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061052 

2 Taub, Amanda. April 6, 2020, Updated April 14, 2020. A New Covid-19 Crisis: Domestic Abuse Rises Worldwide. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-domestic-violence.html 

3 RN Breakfast with Fran Kelly. Google reports 75 per cent spike in searches for help with domestic violence. 30 Mar 2020. 
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/reports-75-per-cent-spike-in-searches-for-help-with-
domestic/12101690 

4 Govt helpline receives 92,000 calls on abuse and violence in 11 days. The Economic Times. PTI. 2020-04-08.  
5 https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/04/22/domestic-violence-has-increased-during-coronavirus-lockdowns 
6 Nguyen, Chris. Domestic violence calls rise during Covid-19 shelter-in-place in Santa Clara County. April 17, 2020. 

https://abc7news.com/coronavirus-domestic-violence-lawyer-near-me-shelter-in-place-santa-clara-county/6111904/ 
7 https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/04/22/domestic-violence-has-increased-during-coronavirus-lockdowns 
8 Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_Covid-19_pandemic_on_domestic_violence 
9 UNFPA. Impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic on Family Planning and Ending Gender-based Violence, Female Genital 

Mutilation and Child Marriage. https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-Covid-19-pandemic-family-planning-and-
ending-gender-based-violence-female-genital 

10 https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/Covid-19_impact_brief_for_UNFPA_24_April_2020_1.pdf 
11https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/issue-brief-Covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-

girls-en.pdf 
12 CGD working paper. Pandemics and Violence Against Women and Children. Amber Peterman, Alina Potts, Megan 

O'Donnell, Kelly Thompson, Niyati Shah, Sabine Oertelt-Prigione and Nicole van Gelder. 
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/pandemics-and-vawg-april2.pdf 

13 Kaiser Family Foundation. Apr 09, 2020. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act: Summary of Key 
Health Provisions. Kellie Moss, Adam Wexler, Lindsey Dawson, Michelle Long, Jennifer Kates, Juliette Cubanski, 
MaryBeth Musumeci, Meredith Freed, Amrutha Ramaswamy, Usha Ranji, and Karen Pollitz. https://www.kff.org/global-
health-policy/issue-brief/the-coronavirus-aid-relief-and-economic-security-act-summary-of-key-health-provisions/ 

14 Reuters (2020-04-04). "In Italy, Support Groups Fear Lockdown Is Silencing Domestic Abuse Victims". The New York 
Times. ISSN 0362-4331.  

15 Southall, Ashley (17 April 2020). "Why a Drop in Domestic Violence Reports Might Not Be a Good Sign". The New 
York Times.  

16 Weihua Li. "Is domestic violence rising during the coronavirus shutdown? Here´s what the data shows". 
17 Exposure Reduction or Retaliation? The Effects of Domestic Violence Resources on Intimate-Partner Homicide. Laura 

Dugan, Richard Rosenfeld and Daniel S. Nagin. Law & Society Review. Vol. 37, No. 1 (Mar., 2003), pp. 169-198.  
18 Demography. 2016 Apr;53(2):471-505. doi: 10.1007/s13524-016-0462-1. Intimate Partner Violence in the Great 

Recession. Schneider D, Harknett K, McLanahan S. 
19 Benson, M. L., & Fox, G. L. (2004). Concentrated disadvantage, economic distress, and violence against women in 

intimate relationships. NCJ Publication, No. 199709. Washington, DC: Department of Justice. Retrieved 
from https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/199709.pdf 

20 Benson, M., Fox, G., DeMaris, A., & Van Wyk, J. (2003). Neighborhood disadvantage, individual economic distress 
and violence against women in intimate relationships. Journal of Quantitative Criminology, 19, 207–235. Retrieved 
from http://www.jstor.org/stable/23366862 

21 Brooks-Gunn, J., Schneider, W., & Waldfogel, J. (2013). The great recession and the risk for child maltreatment. Child 
Abuse and Neglect, 37, 721–729. doi:10.1016/j.chiabu.2013.08.004. 

                                                           

https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/04/1061052
https://www.nytimes.com/by/amanda-taub
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/06/world/coronavirus-domestic-violence.html
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/reports-75-per-cent-spike-in-searches-for-help-with-domestic/12101690
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/breakfast/reports-75-per-cent-spike-in-searches-for-help-with-domestic/12101690
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/govt-helpline-receives-92000-calls-on-abuse-and-violence-in-11-days/articleshow/75044722.cms?from=mdr
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/04/22/domestic-violence-has-increased-during-coronavirus-lockdowns
http://abc7news.com/about/newsteam/chris-nguyen
https://abc7news.com/coronavirus-domestic-violence-lawyer-near-me-shelter-in-place-santa-clara-county/6111904/
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2020/04/22/domestic-violence-has-increased-during-coronavirus-lockdowns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impact_of_the_COVID-19_pandemic_on_domestic_violence
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-covid-19-pandemic-family-planning-and-ending-gender-based-violence-female-genital
https://www.unfpa.org/resources/impact-covid-19-pandemic-family-planning-and-ending-gender-based-violence-female-genital
https://www.unfpa.org/sites/default/files/resource-pdf/COVID-19_impact_brief_for_UNFPA_24_April_2020_1.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/issue-brief-covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls-en.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/issue-brief-covid-19-and-ending-violence-against-women-and-girls-en.pdf
https://www.cgdev.org/expert/amber-peterman
https://globalwomensinstitute.gwu.edu/our-team
http://www.cgdev.org/staff/megan-odonnell
http://www.cgdev.org/staff/megan-odonnell
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kellyannthompson/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/niyatis/
https://www.radboudumc.nl/en/people/sabine-oertelt-prigione
https://www.radboudumc.nl/en/people/nicole-van-gelder
https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/pandemics-and-vawg-april2.pdf
https://www.kff.org/person/kellie-moss/
https://www.kff.org/person/adam-wexler/
https://www.kff.org/person/lindsey-dawson/
https://www.kff.org/person/michelle-long/
https://www.kff.org/person/jennifer-kates/
https://www.kff.org/person/juliette-cubanski/
https://www.kff.org/person/marybeth-musumeci/
https://www.kff.org/person/meredith-freed/
https://www.kff.org/person/amrutha-ramaswamy/
https://www.kff.org/person/usha-ranji/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/issue-brief/the-coronavirus-aid-relief-and-economic-security-act-summary-of-key-health-provisions/
https://www.kff.org/global-health-policy/issue-brief/the-coronavirus-aid-relief-and-economic-security-act-summary-of-key-health-provisions/
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/04/world/europe/04reuters-health-coronavirus-italy-violence.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0362-4331
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/nyregion/new-york-city-domestic-violence-coronavirus.html?action=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/04/22/is-domestic-violence-rising-during-the-coronavirus-shutdown-here-s-what-the-data-shows/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27003136
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Schneider%20D%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27003136
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=Harknett%20K%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27003136
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=McLanahan%20S%5BAuthor%5D&cauthor=true&cauthor_uid=27003136
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23366862
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2013.08.004


5 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
22 Renzetti, C.M. (2009). Economic stress and domestic violence. Harrisburg, PA: VAWnet, a project of the National 

Resource Center on Domestic Violence/Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Retrieved 
from http://www.vawnet.org 

23 Changes in Economic Hardship and Intimate Partner Violence: A Family Stress Framework. Jessica L. Lucero, Sojung 
Lim and Anna Maria Santiago. Journal of Family and Economic Issues volume 37, pages395–406(2016 

24 Fox, G. L., Benson, M. L., DeMaris, A. A., & Wyk, J. V. (2002). Economic distress and intimate violence: testing 
family stress and resources theories. Journal of Marriage and Family, 64, 793–807. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3599943 

26 https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10710230 
27 Battered Women, Catastrophe, and the Context of Safety after Hurricane Katrina Pam Jenkins, Brenda Phillips NWSA 

Journal, Volume 20, Number 3, Fall 2008, pp. 49-68. 
28 Disaster Rape: Vulnerability of Women to Sexual Assaults During Hurricane Katrina William E. Thornton Loyola 

University New Orleans Lydia Voigt Loyola University New Orleans 
29 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill, Cleanup, and Litigation: A Collection of Social-Impacts Information and Analysis Final 

Report, Volume I: Final Comprehensive Report. https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/boem-
newsroom/Library/Publications/2001/2001-058-volume1a.pdf.  

30 Exposure Reduction or Retaliation? The Effects of Domestic Violence Resources on Intimate-Partner Homicide. Laura 
Dugan, Richard Rosenfeld and Daniel S. Nagin. Law & Society Review. Vol. 37, No. 1 (Mar., 2003), pp. 169-198.  

31 Exposure Reduction or Retaliation? The Effects of Domestic Violence Resources on Intimate-Partner Homicide. Laura 
Dugan, Richard Rosenfeld and Daniel S. Nagin. Law & Society Review. Vol. 37, No. 1 (Mar., 2003), pp. 169-198.  

32 Reuters (2020-04-04). "In Italy, Support Groups Fear Lockdown Is Silencing Domestic Abuse Victims". The New York 
Times. ISSN 0362-4331.  

33 Southall, Ashley (17 April 2020). "Why a Drop in Domestic Violence Reports Might Not Be a Good Sign". The New 
York Times.  

34 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-stay-at-home-order.html 
35 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-coronavirus.html  
36 Coronavirus and School Closures. https://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/map-coronavirus-and-school-

closures.html 
37http://www.hunt-institute.org/Covid-19-resources/state-child-care-actions-Covid-19/; 

https://www.childcareaware.org/resources/map/ 
38 https://publicsafetylab.org/jail-data-initiative 
39https://www.gunssavelife.com/jail-break-illinois-gov-pritzker-oversees-release-of-almost-4000-prison-inmates-since-

march-1-see-the-list/?fbclid=IwAR2SJLLDYm9x30qZA_6s7b9069iYwBWR6QUx_scUgq-1KSoEUYM3HTz_wwI 
40 https://www.idoc.state.il.us/subsections/search/Covid_19/FINAL%20list%20of%20exits.xlsx 
41 https://github.com/nytimes/Covid-19-data 
42 https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-Covid-19-spread-map/ 
43 https://Covidtracking.com/ 
44 Kaplan, Jacob, Hoyos-Torres, Sebastian, Concannon, Connor, Gur, Oren, Littman, Aaron, Jones, Nick. Covid-19 in 

Prisons in the United States. Covid-19 Prison Data, 2020. Retrieved from https://Covidprisondata.com  
45 https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/05/01/a-state-by-state-look-at-coronavirus-in-prisons 
46 https://www.safegraph.com/dashboard/Covid19-commerce-patterns 
50 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3268801/ 
51 Callaway and Sant’anna (2018) 

http://www.vawnet.org/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10834-016-9488-1#auth-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10834-016-9488-1#auth-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10834-016-9488-1#auth-2
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10834-016-9488-1#auth-3
https://link.springer.com/journal/10834
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3599943
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10710230
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/boem-newsroom/Library/Publications/2001/2001-058-volume1a.pdf
https://www.boem.gov/sites/default/files/boem-newsroom/Library/Publications/2001/2001-058-volume1a.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/04/04/world/europe/04reuters-health-coronavirus-italy-violence.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISSN_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/issn/0362-4331
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/17/nyregion/new-york-city-domestic-violence-coronavirus.html?action=click&module=News&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-stay-at-home-order.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/states-reopen-map-coronavirus.html
http://www.hunt-institute.org/covid-19-resources/state-child-care-actions-covid-19/
https://www.childcareaware.org/resources/map/
https://publicsafetylab.org/jail-data-initiative
https://www.gunssavelife.com/jail-break-illinois-gov-pritzker-oversees-release-of-almost-4000-prison-inmates-since-march-1-see-the-list/?fbclid=IwAR2SJLLDYm9x30qZA_6s7b9069iYwBWR6QUx_scUgq-1KSoEUYM3HTz_wwI
https://www.gunssavelife.com/jail-break-illinois-gov-pritzker-oversees-release-of-almost-4000-prison-inmates-since-march-1-see-the-list/?fbclid=IwAR2SJLLDYm9x30qZA_6s7b9069iYwBWR6QUx_scUgq-1KSoEUYM3HTz_wwI
https://github.com/nytimes/covid-19-data
https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-covid-19-spread-map/
https://covidtracking.com/
https://covidprisondata.com/
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2020/05/01/a-state-by-state-look-at-coronavirus-in-prisons
https://www.safegraph.com/dashboard/covid19-commerce-patterns
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3268801/


Thornton, Rebecca L. CV, 5/1/20 1 

REBECCA L. THORNTON 
rebeccat@illinois.edu Phone: 217-244-2818 

Department of Economics rebeccathornton.net 
David Kinley Hall 
1407 W. Gregory Dr. 
Urbana, IL 61801 

Academic Positions 
2020-2021 Center for Advanced Study, University of Illinois, Faculty Associate 
2015- University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Dept. of Economics, Associate Professor 
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2008-2015 University of Michigan Population Studies Center, Research Affiliate 
2006-2008 University of Michigan Population Studies Center, NIA Post-doctoral Fellow 

Professional Affiliations 
Faculty Affiliate Women and Gender in Global Perspectives, University of Illinois 
Affiliated Professor Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab  
Associate Fellow  African Institute for Development Policy  
Affiliate  Bureau for Research and Economic Analysis of Development 

Professional Service 
2020-  Coeditor, Economics of Education Review  
2019-present Institutional Review Board, committee member, University of Illinois 

Education 
2006 Ph.D., M.A.   Political Economy and Government Harvard University 
1998 B.S. (High Distinction) Applied Mathematics, German University of Michigan 

Publications 
Kerwin, Jason and Rebecca Thornton. “Making the Grade: The Sensitivity of Education Program 

Effectiveness to Input Choices and Outcome Measures.” Accepted at The Review of Economics 
and Statistics. https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_00911 

Fitzpatrick, Anne and Rebecca Thornton. 2019. “The Spillover Effects of Health Insurance within 
Families: Experimental Evidence from Nicaragua.” World Bank Economic Review. Volume 33, 
Issue 3, October 2019, Pages 736–749, https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhx012 

Kohler, Hans Peter, and Rebecca Thornton. Making Marriages Last: Trust is Good, Credible 
Information is Better. In Siwan Anderson, Lori Beaman and Jean-Philippe Platteau (Ed.), Towards 
Gender Equity in Development. Oxford University Press; UNU-WIDER 2018. 

Shacham, Enbal, Rebecca Thornton, Susan Godlonton, Ryan Murphy, and Jake Gilliland. 2016. 
“Geospatial Analysis of Condom Availability and Accessibility in Urban Malawi.” International 
Journal of STD & AIDS, Jan; 27(1): 44-50. DOI: 10.1177/0956462415571373. Epub 2015 Feb 13. 

Godlonton, Susan, Alister Munthali, and Rebecca Thornton. 2016. “Responding to Risk: 
Circumcision, Information, and HIV Prevention.” Review of Economics and Statistics, May; 98(2): 
333-349.

https://doi.org/10.1162/rest_a_00911
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Godlonton Susan, and Rebecca Thornton. 2016. “Medical Male Circumcision: How does price affect 
the risk-profile of take-up?” Preventive Medicine, First published online June 7, 2016. DOI: 
10.1016/j.ypmed.2016.06.003. 

El-Khoury, Marianne Rebecca Thornton, Minki Chatterji, Sarah Kamhawi, Phoebe Sloane, Mays 
Halassa. 2016. “Counseling Women and Couples on Family Planning: A Randomized Study.” 
Studies in Family Planning, 47(3): 222-238. First published: 9 September 2016. DOI: 
10.1111/sifp.69 

Friedman, Willa, Michael Kremer, Edward Miguel, and Rebecca Thornton. 2015. “Education as 
Liberation?” Economica, 83(329): 1-30. DOI:10.1111/ecca.12168.  

El-Khoury, Marianne Rebecca Thornton, Minki Chatterji, Maha Shadid, and Soonie Choi. 2015. 
“Effectiveness of evidence-based medicine on knowledge, attitudes, and practices of family 
planning providers: a randomized experiment in Jordan.” BMC Health Services Research, 15:449. 
First published October 5, 2015. URL: http://www.biomedcentral.com/1472-6963/15/449. DOI: 
10.1186/s12913-015-1101-z. 

Maughan-Brown, Brendan, Susan Godlonton, Rebecca Thornton, and Atheendar S. Venkataramani. 
2015. “What Do People Actually Take Away From Public Health Education Campaigns?  Incorrect 
Inferences about Male Circumcision and Female HIV Infection Risk in a Cluster Randomized Trial 
in Malawi.” AIDS and Behavior, Jul; 19(7): 1170-1177. First published online: August 26, 2014. 
DOI 10.1007/s10461-014-0882-0. 

Kohler, Hans-Peter; Watkins, Susan C.; Behrman, Jere R.; Anglewicz, Philip; Kohler, Iliana V.; 
Thornton, Rebecca L.; Mkandawire, James; Honde, Hastings; Hawara, Augustine; Chilima, Ben; 
Bandawe, Chiwoza and Mwapasa, Victor. 2014. “Cohort Profile: The Malawi Longitudinal Study 
of Families and Health (MLSFH).” International Journal of Epidemiology, First published online: 
March 16, 2014. DOI: 10.1093/ije/dyu049. 

Chinkhumba, Jobiba, Godlonton, Susan, and Rebecca Thornton. 2014. “Demand for Medical Male 
Circumcision.” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 6(2): 152-77. 

Batzilis, Dimitrios, Taryn Dinkelman, Emily Oster, Rebecca Thornton and Deric Zanera. 2016. “New 
Cellular Networks in Malawi: Correlates of Service Rollout and Effects on Employment.” in NBER 
Volume on African Economic Successes, (eds.) S. Edwards, S. Johnson, and D. Weil. 
University of Chicago Press. 

Shacham, Enbal, Susan Godlonton, and Rebecca Thornton. 2014. “Perceptions of Male Circumcision 
among Married Couples in Rural Malawi.” Journal of the International Association of Providers of 
AIDS Care, Sept-Oct; 13(5): 443-449. First published online: October 25, 2013. DOI: 
10.1177/2325957413508319. 

Kerwin, Jason, Rebecca Thornton, and Sallie M. Foley. 2013. “Prevalence of and Factors Associated 
with Oral Sex among Rural and Urban Malawian Men.” International Journal of Sexual Behavior, 
26(1): 66-77.  

Godlonton, Susan, and Rebecca Thornton. 2013. “Learning from Others’ HIV Testing: Updating 
Beliefs and Responding to Risk.” American Economic Review Papers and Proceedings, 103(3): 
439-444. 

Oster, Emily and Rebecca Thornton. 2012. “Determinants of Technology Adoption: Peer Effects in 
Menstrual Cup Take-Up.” Journal of the European Economic Association, 10(6): 1263-1293. 
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Burns, Justine, Malcolm Keswell, and Rebecca Thornton. 2012. “Evaluating the Impact of Health 
Programmes on Productivity.” African Development Review, 24(4): 302-315.  

Thornton, Rebecca. 2012. “HIV Testing, Subjective Beliefs and Economic Behavior.” Journal of 
Development Economics, 99(2): 300–313. 

Kohler, Hans-Peter and Rebecca Thornton. 2012. “Conditional Cash Transfers and HIV/AIDS 
Prevention: Unconditionally Promising?” World Bank Economic Review, 26: 165-190. 

Godlonton, Susan and Rebecca Thornton. 2012. “Peer Effects in Learning HIV Results.” Journal of 
Development Economics, 97(1): 118–129. 

Oster, Emily and Rebecca Thornton. 2011. “Menstruation, Sanitary Products and School Attendance: 
Evidence from a Randomized Evaluation.” American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, 3(1): 
91-100. 

Kerwin, Jason T., Sallie M. Foley, Rebecca L. Thornton, Paulin Basinga, and Jobiba Chinkhumba. 
2011. “Missing Safer Sex Strategies in HIV Prevention: A Call for Further Research.” African 
Population Studies Journal, 25(2):267-285. 

Thornton, Rebecca, Laurel Hatt, Erica Field, Mursaleena Islam, Freddy Solís, and Martha Azuzena 
González Moncada. 2010. “Social Security Health Insurance for the Informal Sector in Nicaragua: 
A Randomized Evaluation.” Health Economics, 19(S1): 181–206. 

Kremer, Michael, Edward Miguel, and Rebecca Thornton. 2009. “Incentives to Learn.” Review of 
Economics and Statistics, 91 (3):437-456.   

Obare, Francis, Peter Fleming, Philip Anglewicz, Rebecca Thornton, Francis Martinson, Agatha 
Kapatuka, Michelle Poulin, Susan Watkins, Hans-Peter Kohler. 2009.  “Acceptance of Repeat 
Population-Based Voluntary Counseling and Testing for HIV in Rural Malawi.” Sexually 
Transmitted Infections, 85: 139-144. 

Angotti N, Bula A, Gaydosh L, Kimchi E, Thornton R, and Yeatman S. 2009. “Increasing the 
Acceptability of HIV Counseling and Testing with Three C's: Convenience, Confidentiality and 
Credibility.” Social Science & Medicine, 68(12): 2263-2270. 

Thornton, Rebecca. 2008. “The Demand for, and Impact of, Learning HIV Status.” American 
Economic Review, 98(5): 1829–1863. 

Jensen, Robert and Rebecca Thornton. 2003. “The Consequences of Early Marriage in the Developing 
World.” Oxfam Journal of Gender and Development, 11(2): 9-19.   

 

Working Papers – Submitted  
The Effects of a Multi-Faceted Education Program on Enrollment, Equity, Learning and School 

Management: Evidence from India, with Clara Delavallade and Alan Griffith. Revisions Requested 
at World Bank Economic Review. 

Boys lagging behind: Unpacking Gender Differences in Academic Achievement across East Africa, 
with Julie Buhl-Wiggers and Sam Jones. Revisions Requested at International Journal of 
Educational Development. 

How do Women Learn they Are Pregnant? The Introduction of Clinics and Pregnancy Uncertainty in 
Nepal, with Isabel Musse and Dirgha Ghimire. Submitted. 
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