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Dear «SALUT1»:

We are writing to confirm your participation in the next NBER conference on Innovation Policy and the Economy.

The conference will be held in Washington, DC on Tuesday, April 13, 2004 and the papers will be published as Volume 5 in the NBER's Innovation Policy and the Economy series (MIT Press).  We have tentatively put down your title as "                           ".  We suspect that you may want to amend the title as we get closer to the event. 

The object of the conference is to make current developments in economic research accessible to the innovation policy-making community.  Following NBER guidelines, papers may analyze the impact of alternative public polices but should avoid making explicit policy recommendations.  The audience consists of Congressional staff members, government officials from departments such as the National Science Foundation, Commerce Department, Office of Science and Technology Policy, and members of the corporate community specializing in innovation issues and science and technology policy. 

In light of the conference's non-standard audience, there is a somewhat more active pre-conference editorial process than for traditional academic conference.  The deadline for a first draft of you paper is Tuesday, February 17.  We will return the draft to you with comments by Friday, February 27.  The conference draft will be due on Monday, March 22 and the final version will be due Monday, May 3.    Papers can be mailed to Rob Shannon, NBER Conference Department, 1050 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 02138.  Electronic papers should be sent in Word, PDF/Adobe or WordPerfect format to rshannon@nber.org.  Also, please note whether or not you would like to have your paper made available on the NBER=s Conference Department homepage www.nber.org/~confer).  Because we aim to produce the published volume in a timely manner, the final version of your paper should really be final.

